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| Riches of God's Free Grace, 


Diſplayed in the 
LIFE AND CON TREES 


1 · 


Cornelius Ca ley;* 


I 


Clerk in the late PRinctss-DowacErR of * 
WALES's Treaſury, 


To Tr FAI or . 
JESUS CHRIST, his LORD and GOD. 


Being a FaiTHFUL ACCOUNT of the LORD's 
remarkable. Dealings with him from ſeven Years 
of Age; the Trials and Temptations he met 
with in a Courſe of ſeveral Years. As alſo how 

he was called to preach the glorious Goſpel of 
JESUS CHRIST ; and what he hath met with 
particular in the Exerciſe thereof, in many Parts 
of ENGLAND and WAL Es. 


The THIRD EDITION, 


With ſome INTERESTING ENLARGEMENTS. 


" 


— 


« For thus ſaith the LORD GOD, Behold I, even I, will both 
« ſearch my Sheep and ſeek them out, as a Shepherd ſeeketh 
out his Flock, in the Day that he is among his Sheep that 
cc are ſcattered ; ſo will 1 ſeek out my Sheep, and will deliver 
« them out of all Places where they have been ſcattered in the 
« dark and cloudy Day.“ Ezek, xxxiv. 11, 12, 


* 


« me; and I give unto them Eternal Life, and they ſhall 
« never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my Hand,” 
John x. 27, 23, F 

„ The LORD is my Shepherd, I ſhall not want,” PC, xxiii. 1. 


— 
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My Sheep hear my Voice, and I know them, and they follow | 


HIS INCARNATE GOD |} 
AND a 4 
CORNELIUS CAYLEY, 


THE UNWORTHIEST OF ALL 
HIS RANSOMED FLOCK, 


HUMBLY BEGS LEAVE TO 
DEDICATE THIS SMALL 
TRIBUTE OF HIS PRAISE, 
AND LABOUR OF LOVE. 

\ Thou moſt gracious and merciful Je- 
ſus, who didit leave Thy heavenly 

Glory, to ſeek and to fave that which was 

loſt; and didſt take pity on me Thy poor loſt 


ſheep, and didſt die for my fins, and waſh 
"MY them 


w1IDEDICATION: 

them away in Thy moſt precious blood: th 
I, Thy unworthy Child, pray and beſeech T 
ö Thee to take this imperfect Publication T 
i of Thy Grace and Love to me into Thy h 
i mighty Protection; and by the anointing f 
of Thy Spirit, grant it may comfort and 2 
| eſtabliſhall Thy beloved Members in Thy = 
F Faith and Love. Be pleaſed, O Lord, to 17 
accept this ſmall Mite, and ſanctify it to TY 
the Nouriſhment of Thy Lambs, to the | " 
building up of Thy Sheep, and to the & 
opening of the Eyes of the Blind, that bl 
they may ſee Thy great Salvation. . 

O Thou, who was once dead, but art 
now alive, and liveth for evermore, 1 hi: 
beſeech Thee, by Thy kind Providence, a2 
| to ſend this my Confeſſion of Thy Mercy, LI 
ſ unto Thy poor weary heavy-laden Chil- Pl 
| dren, that wander to and fro in this Thy oy 
: own created World; and through Thy Se 
Almighty Power grant, it may unlooſe 82 
their Chains, and put a Pſalm of Praiſe gl 
into their Mouths, and turn their Mourn- ons 
ing into Joy. © Vouchſafe, O Lord, to N 
hear the Requeſt of Thy unworthy Ser- * 
vant! who now doth, and through Thy W. 
Grace will acknowledge, that whatever 1 
| Bleſſing any of Thy Creatures may reap de 
from this Account of Thy Mercy to yagi A 

ny that 
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| that Thou alone art worthy of the Mey 


and Praiſe; Thou, who art The Great 
Treaſury of all Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
The Mighty God, The Everlaſting Fa- 
ther, and The Prince of Peace ; To whoſe 
Protection I fly, beſeeching Thee to take 


me, and all Thy poor, 9 es, who yet 


travail in the Kingdom of Thy Crols, 1 1855 
Thy Almighty Care; and grant we may 
live in Thee, and die in Thee, and riſe 
again in Thee, and eternally behold Thy 
Glory, and be conformed to Thy moſt 
bleſſed and perfect Image. 


And now, O moſt eraciout Lamb, I do 
acknowledge Thee to be my only Saviour 


and Redeemer ; and that nothing but Thy 


Blood and Merits, (which Thou was 


| pleaſed to put on me when dead in Sin) 


could have waſhed and clothed my naked 


Soul. Therefore with Angelsand Archan- 


gels, and all the Glorified above, will I 
gladly join to acknowledge, that Thou 
art worthy to receive Power, and Riches, 
and Wiſdom, and Strength, and Honour, + 
and Bleſſing; and may every Creature 
which is in Heaven, and on the Earth, 


and under the Earth, and ſuch as are un- 


der the Sea, and all that is in them, ſay, 


AMEN ; — HALLELUJAH. 
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To the Reader. 


Hosorver thou art that haſt this book 
put into thy hands by the Providence 
of Almighty God, I would addreſs a few words 
unto thee, before thou proceedeſt in the read- 
ing thereof. 1 © 
I. In the firſt place, I would deſire thee to 
pauſe a moment, and to examine ſeriouſly, 
with what view thou fitteſt down to read this 
book. Is it with a deſire to ſearch after truth, 


that thy ſoul may be edified? or is it 


only a vain curioſity, juſt to pleaſe thy carnal 
fancy or imagination? or with a heart already 


prejudiced, and prepared to cenſure and con- 


demn? Take heed, whoſoever thou art, of 


jeſting, or trifling with ſpiritual matters, leſt 


thou art found fitting in the ſeat of the ſcornful, 


and a reſiſter of the Holy Ghoſt; for in fo do- 


ing, though thou canſt not hurt the truth, nor 
* 


him who now addreſſeth thee, yet thy own 
ſoul 
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edified in Divine Truth. 
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/ ſoul may be greatly damaged, by ſuch a dan- 


gerous levity. Examine therefore thy. views 
in reading, and proceed no further, unleſs 
thou art diſpoſed to do it with a meek. unpre- 


judiced mind, ſeeking ſpiritual profit; then 
mayeſt thou hope to gain advantage to thy 


ſoul, and that thy reading will not be in vain. 


* 


II. Secondly, I would caution thee not bo} 
expect here the wiſdom or faſhion of this 


world, which is fooliſhneſs with God; but be 


content to find a plain, ſimple and true narra- 


tion of the Mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus to- 


wards one, who was dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, 
but now quickened and made alive in the Son 
of God. Therefore lift up thy heart unto the 


Fountain of Wiſdom, that thou mayeſt be diſ- 


poſed to receive whatever ſpiritual truths are 


here contained, leſt the things of - the ſpirit 


appear fooliſhneſs unto thee; for remember 


what the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles faith, 


That the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the ſpirit, for they are fooliſhneſs unto 
* him.” Therefore take heed of judging by a 
natural or carnal ſpirit, for © the things of 
the ſpirit are only ſpiritually diſcerned.” I 
can aſſure thee I did not fit down to undertake _ 
this work without ſupplicating the divine aſſiſt- 
ance of God's holy ſpirit to give me wiſdom 
co write. Therefore I adviſe thee, to aſk the 
ſame aſſiſtance from God, to enable thee to 
read with meekneſs and ſpiritual underſtanding, 


ſo ſhall God be glorified, and thy, own Soul 
III. 
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ceived the Spirit of Chriſt in believing, I am 
2 wilt find many things in this 
. anſwering to thy own heart's experience, 
as face anſwereth to face in a glaſs: for all 
that are taught of God, are convinced of Six, 
of Rionrrousxxss, and of JuDcMenT, though 
- In different degrees; for Wiſdom is juſtified 
of all her children. And if thou art f 
take heed of limiting the Holy One of Ifrael in 
his dealings with any of his children. Make 
not thy ſpark of knowledge the ſtandard of 
all truth, but remember, while in the body, we 
fee but in part, and know but in part: for 
which reaſon beware of all haſty and raſh 
judgment. But if thou findeſt any thing be- 
yond thy comprehenſion, ſubmit it unto the 
Great Judge, praying him to open it unto 
thee, ſo far as may be for thy profit, and be 
thankful for the leaſt advantage thou mayeſt 


ſhineth more and more unto the perfect day. 


IV. Fourthly, If thou findeſt in this book 
the truths of the glorious goſpel in ſome mea- 


name or denomination of the author; for re- 
member, that all true believers in Jeſus Chriſt, 
of every denomination, are the members of his 
body, and of the family of God; and compoſe 
that one univerſal and glorious Church which 
he bought with his own blood. Beware of 
ſtraining at gnats and ſwallowing of camels, 

155 * | 48 
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III. Thirdly, If thou art one, who haſt re- 


piritual, 


in: So ſhall thy path be as the light, which 


ſure difplay'd, concern not thyſelf about the 
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as the manner of too many 1s : for the king-. 
dom of God conſiſteth not of meats or drinks, 
or in any modes * of man's invention; but it 
conſiſts in Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy in the 

Holy Ghoſt. Whatſoever denomination, fect, 
or party thou art of, aſſure thyſelf, that with- 
out a true faith in Jeſus Chriſt, producing the 
fruits of hope and love, it will avail thee 
nothing. And if thou haſt this true faith 


working by love, be not ſo-raſh'as to think, 


that none can have the ſame bleſſing, but ſuch 
as conform to thy garb, geſture, mode or form; 
for remember, that any carnal man may be 
made a proſelyte to theſe things; but none 
but a ſpiritual man, can be a worſhipper of 
God in Spirit and in Truth. For © he that 
* hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not 
„the Son of God hath not life.” 


V. Fifthly, But if thou art ſtill curious to 
know what denomination the Author is of, he 
will now tell thee. He is of that denomination, 
that have learnt to put on the New Man, which 
<« is renewed in knowledge, after the image of 
«© Him that created him. Where there is nei- 
«© ther Greek nor Jew, circumciſion nor uncir- 


„ cumciſion, Barbarian, bond or free: But where 


„ CHRIST IS ALL AND.IN ALI.“ And if thou 
ſtill aſketh who are they which compoſe this 
denomination ? I anſwer: All true believers in 
Jeſus Chriſt ; however diverſified by various 
names and denominations amongſt men. In 


conſequence of this the Author doth not aſſume 


any 


* 11 been. e eee 
un A 


r Ke . 
any other name, than that of .a DiscirLE of 
Ixsus CrrisT; and can embrace every true 
behever as his brother, let his denommation, 
ſect or party be what it will; for Chriſt hath 
broken down the wall of partition, that all the 
truly faithful might keep the unity of the 
ſpirit, in the bond of peace. I blame thee 
not, for being of any particular ſe& of Chriſtians 
who have the faith; but I greatly blame thee 
if thou confineſt Chriſt to thy ſet. Let every 
man be perſuaded in his own mind, and let 
him allow the {ame liberty to his brother ; for 
Chrift regardeth the hearts of believers more 
than the colour of their cloaths, or modes or 
forms of worſhip; and if they have his faith 
and love in their ſouls, theſe little differences 


are of {mall conſequence in his fight, tho' too 


often, great matters in the eyes of men; by 


which means many are fo blinded, that the 
dreakings- 


out of divine Truth, tho* never fo 
glorious, are deſpiſed and overlooked by them, 
becauſe the Lord did not cauſe them to appear 
under their garb, mode or form. Such are 
the evil conſequences of the pride, _ folly, 
and blindneſs of poor man 


VI. Sixthly, O Reader, whoſoever thou art, 


whether Churcman, Preſbyterian, Inde pen- 


dent, Baptiſt, Quaker, Methodiſt. &c. if thou 
art born again of the Spirit, a Believer in Jeſus 


Chriſt, one that has no confidence in the 
lieſh, but rejoiceth in Chrift Jeſus, and doſt 


love Him who firſt loved thee, and wag 
de, 


thy church, ſect, or 


it will, [ acknowledge thee for my_brother, 
or my ſiſter. But on the con z If thou art 
2 ſtranger to the New Birth, to the Faith 
whereby Chriſt dwelleth in the heart; — if thou 
knoweſt not what it is to fee thyſelf loft and 
undone, unleſs thou art clothed with the 
Righteouſneſs of Him who died on Calvary and 
is riſen from the dead; I ſay, if thou art a 
ſtranger to theſe things, then, whatſoever ſect 
or party thou art of, I muſt tell thee plainly, 
except thou art converted, and become as a 
little child, thou canſt in no wiſe enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven; without TjIs—thy mode 
or form of worſhip, thy garb, or ſpeech or 


_ geſture, or thy being ſteady or ſtaunch to thy: 


party, or ſtrictneſs therein, will do thee no fer- 
vice, nor bring thee one ſtep nearer to the 
kingdom of God: T hy being approv'd of by 
party, will be of no avail, 
unleſs thou art found in Chriſt, ** not having 
on thy own righteouſneſs which is of the 


| * law, but the righteouſneſs which is of God 


* by faith.” Therefore lay this matter to thy 
h _ and conſider it well; and learn not to 
contend for immaterial matters, but © for the 

precious faith once delivered to the ſaints: 
50 ſhall thy ſpirit proſper, and =y ſoul be like 
unto a watered garden. 


VII. Seventhly and laſtly. And now, Friend 
Reader, I will detain thy patience no longer, 
than to commend thee unto Him, who 1s the 
FounTALN 


% 
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thee, then let thy garb, mode or form be what 
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FounTain of ALL TRurn, to bleſs and tc. 


tify this book unto thy ſoul's profit: Nor wilt 
thou be any loſer by lifting up thy heart unto 


the Lord, to crave his bleſſing ; for remember, 


that by his bleſſing, five loaves and two fiſhes 


repleniſhed four thouſand fouls with food. 
Therefore look to him, who alone can make this, 


or any other book, spr and LIrE to thy ſoul. 


„ ]fjekert, Friend dar I have * edvifing 
thee for thy own profit; but now I have one 
requeſt to make to thee for myſelf; which 


is, that if thou findeſt in this book ſpiritual 


edification to thy own ſoul, that thou wouldeſt 
give Chriſt the glory; and not forget to pray 
tor him, who now takes his leave of thee with 


praying, That “the God of my Lord Jeſus 


e Chriſt, the Father of Glory, may give unto 


& thee the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation, in 


ce the knowledge of Him: That the eyes of 
c thy underſtanding being enlightened, thou 
* mayeſt know what is the hope of His calling, 
& and what the riches of the Glory of His in- 
c heritance in the Saints, and what is the ex- 
e ceeding greatneſs of His power to us-ward, 
e who believe, according to the working of 


His mighty power.” So prays 
ny Friend and Servant, 


For Chriſt His Sake, 
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T HE 


IND U CE M E N 1 
For Writing the following LIFE, &c. 


Have always found a peculiar bleſling 

attendant on the reading of Chriſtian Expe- 
riences, and have found them (next to the 
Scriptures) the moſt uſeful of any Books 
to my foul. What is wrote from the heart is 
very affecting; and they who ſpeak of Evange- 
ical Truths from an inward acquaintance with 
then,, by the teaching of God's Holy Spirit, 
have advantages far ſuperior to thoſe, . who only 
do it through meer notion or opinion; and 


will prove abundantly more efficacious unto 


thoſe that hear them, or read their works. 
Theſe Conſiderations . have induced me to 
communicate unto the world, theſe. Spiri- 
tual Memoirs, or the workings and operations 
of the Lord on my ſoul, for ſeveral years; the 
particulars-of which I ſhall now proceed to 
relate, in as plain and faichful a manner as I 
can. And the reader may be aſſured. that (if 
he doth. not find elegancy of ſtile and diction) 


he ſhall at leaſt meet with the ſtricteſt truth 


and veracity in the following Narrative; to 
which, the Author'has had a much more con- 
icientious regard, than to any nicety or exact- 
neſs of expreſſion—the Subject · Matter being 
too FerIous for ſuch trifles. | < 
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LIFE axv CONVERSION 
CORNELIUS CAYLEY. 
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| HK P, I. 

Of the Author's firſt Convictions, and early Imp 
Jans of Divine Things whil/t an Infant. T he Co- 
venant he made with God when about eight Years 
old. 

N my earlieſt years I can remember, that my 

ſonal was under the drawings of the Father, and 
had impreſſions of divine things ſo powerfully on my 
ſoul, as to make me at times quite indifferent to 
the amuſements of that childiſh age. Sometimes the- 
apprehenſions of future judgment, would deeply op- 
preſs my ſpirits ; but more frequently was under the 


power of ſpiritual enjoyments, having many imprel- . 


fions on my mind of the goodneſs of the Lord, and 
of His being thegfelicity of my foul. . 

I think before I was ſeven years of age, the Lord 
often captivated my. infant ſoul with glimpſes of His 
own Divine Beauty: ſo that my ſpirit was drawn to 
love Him ; particularly once I remember, when a- 
bout ſeven years old or younger, my father was 
reading a ſermort on a Sunday evening to the family ; 
all at once, I was filled with ſuch an enjoymegt of 
God,, that I could not contain, but went to him, 
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FEEL! You DoN'T' KNOW WHAT I FEELI and 


indeed I well remember, I felt in God a divine fe- 
licity that was unutterable, but full of glory: the 
conſequence of which was, a panting after the Lord, 


and in private pouring out my heart to Him. 


I now thought I would walk up and down in the 


name of the Lord, and find my joy in Him. I be- 


lieve this enjoyment held three days, though I ſaid 
little or nothing of it. After this I began to be more 


and more ſenſible, what a poor ſinner I was, and 
| how prone to offend. 


I was often convinced of my 
tranſgreſſions, and wondered I could not be free from 


fin; a thing I earneſtly wiſh'd and pray'd for, and 


ſtruggled to obtain. But alas ! I was then a ſtranger 


to the Shield of Faith; I was drawn by the Father, 
but not come to lay hold on the Son; but endea- 


voured to oppoſe fin by my own power, reſoſution>, 


and ftrugples ; not then being acquainted with my 


own impotency to good, and the neceſſity of regene- 


ration, before I could bring forth good fruit: And 
O, what advantage did ſatan get over me by reaſon 
of this ignorance ! for when 1 believe I might be a- 
bout eight years of age, finding myſelf often offend- 


ing God, I thought I would take an effectual me- 
thod to fin no more, and that was by making a bar- 
gain with God, that if ever I committed ſuch a fin 
again, He ſhould ſend me to hell; and if I did not, 
He ſhould give me Heaven; and this I did in a 
ſolemn manner, and with many tears and indigng- 


tion againſt ſatan for tempting me to fin. 


Well, now I thought I was fafe : for I judged I 
would not be ſuch a fool as to damn myſelf, and 
thöught now I might live happy and ſecure. Alas 


alas! how little did I know the folly of truſting to 


my own heart! but however I foon learned it, for 
not many days after, notwithſtanding this awful co- 
venant, I fell into the ſame tranſgreſſions again; and 
now I thought indeed I was Joſt, and that I muſt 
go to Hell, becauſe my own bargain was ſo; and 
2 now 
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5 
now great horrors and fears attended me night and 


day, but I. kept all to myſelf. I was in daily ap- 
prehenfions of dying and going to hell; 53 
there was no hope. I begged and prayed to God, 
with floods of tears, to pardon me, and was ready 


td tear my own fleſh with anger againſt myſelf, 


and. ſo I went on for ſome time, till by degrees it 
wore more and more off, ſometimes 1 ſhould have 

es, and ſometimes fears, being continually. agi- 
tated. with various fluctuations in my ſoul. 
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Ni geing te a public Sebool, and ſpiritual Declenſions 
1 there; His Confirmation by the Biſhop. + 


TX 7 HEN about ten years of age, I was ſent 
'Y from home to a public ſchool, where a- 
mongſt a number of companions. I contracted, by 
degrees, a forgetfulneſs of former things, and was 
taken up with ſchool-boy's tricks and miſchief, ſo 
that religion for a time was buried and ſmothered in 
me. At church was generally occupied about other 
things. and loſt all reliſh for divine matters. O 
what a pity it is! that in thoſe tender years, whilſt 
Greek and Latin are daily inculcated, the poor mind, 
like an uncultured garden, is left to overgrow with. 
weeds of vice and immorality; which is very much 
the caſe in all great publick ſchools. Here I loi! 
round in my ſoul, and was ſenſible of great declen- 
lobe. In this manner I went on, though not with- 
out ſome little religious impreſſions, but they were 
very faint and dying. | | 
As near as Iremember, I left this ſchool when four- 
teen years old, and returned home. And I think 


it was about this time, my parents were defirous of 


my being confirmed by. the Biſhop ; and accordingly 


1 fet myſelf ſeriouſly to confider the nature of the 


obligation I was going to lay myſelf under, and read 
fome books upon the ſubject, preſſing to a ftrict 
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obedience to the commands of the law. From this 
reading I gathered, that if I kept my confirmation 
yow, in living free from fin from that time, that I 
ſhould be one of thoſe that ſhould walk in white, be- 
ing cloathed in white robes; this made me greatly 
burn to be holy and pure; and before the day came, 
I was continually begging of God to grant, I might 
never ſin any more, and made ſolemn promiſes I 
never would. And now. I thought I would be one 
of thoſe happy few, that ſhould have higher places 
in Heaven; becauſe I reſolved I would walk in in- 
nocence from that time; and with tears of joy I 
prayed to God, and promiſed I would do all this, 
and I thought I now ſhould be enabled fo to do. 

Now all this time, I was quite ignorant that the 
tree muſt firſt be made good, before the fruit can 
be good, I did not know that my heart was deſpe- 
rately wicked, and corrupt. I thought by nature, I 
had a free will to good or ill; and had no idea of 
my being naturally dead in fin, Theſe miſtakes led 
me to feek to gather grapes of thorns, and figs of 
thiſtles, But * how fruitleſs this ſearch, I ſoon. 
found by woeful experience. | 

When the day of confirmation came, having re- 
iterated my prayers and promiſes, I went to church 
and was confirmed, Now, thought 7, by a life of 
pure innocence, I will. obtain of God to walk in 
white. For I imagined all my former fins were can- 
celled ; and that if I ſinned no more, I ſhould be 
one of thoſe virgins that are without fault before: 
God; and partake of a higher degree of felicity, 
than other chriſtians : Theſe thoughts elated my 
heart, and fill'd me with great joy for ſome days; 
but alas, in leſs than a fortnight's time it was all over,. 


| for I found fin overcome me, and trample upon me 


in ſpite of all my vows, tears and prayers: at which: 
I was greatly confounded and ſurprized; for 1 did 
not conſider that my building was founded on ſand, 
and liable to be thrown down. with every puff of 
temptation, | | 
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All this time I kept theſe things to myſelf; but 
was in great ſorrow and vexation ; as now I thought 
I could not expect to walk in white, becauſe I had 
finned after. confirmation: and, as I remember, I was 
more grieved at loſing ſuch a glorious proſpect, than 
upon account of fin itſelf, and am perſuaded this is 
the caſe of all men while in a ſtate of nature. The 
fears of hell, and the hopes of heaven, may reſtrain 
corrupt nature, but nothing ſhort of the quickening 
life of Chriſt's Spirit, can ever convert the foul, or 
make; the heart new. 1 445 


CHAP. III. ; 
Continuation of his Convictions for Sin, and ſpiritudi 
Decienſrons, until the 19th Year of his Age. 


- ; . BOUT the time theſe things happened, my 


FAY, ferious thoughts began, by degrees, to be much 

ipated by other branches of learning, to which ! 
.apply'd; ſuch as the mathematics, algebra, &c. 
which pleas'd my fancy much; the reſolution of 
mathematical problems (ſo far as I had attain'd) 
being exceeding delightful to me. At this time alſo 
a good part of my time was taken up in reading the 
hiſtories of nations ; theſe things, and the dancing- 
ſchool, all together, drew away my mind from re- 
ligious matters; tho' now and then, I ſhould be 
filled with fears and dreads, which would come up- 


on me, in ſpite of all the amuſements of that age, 


which could got entirely ſtifle theſe things in me. 
I remember once in particular, when I was ſkaiting 
on the ice on a holy-day, ſo called, my conſcience 
urged me ſo, that I could not remain there, but was 
obliged to go to church, which I did much againit 
my inclination ;. but my ſtate of mind in a meaſure 
forced me. 

Thus did I go on for ſome years, not being able 
to acquire reſt to my ſoul, ſometimes hoping and 
at other times full of fears; though all this 3 15 
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did not diſcover my ſituation to any, being willing 
to hide it from all. | | 

The occurrences of my life from this period, till I 
was about 19 years old, are not worth troubling the 
reader with: as I do not remember any thing particu- 
lar happened with relation to ſpiritual'exercites in this 


ſpace, further than what I have mentioned; only ſo 


far, it was a continual declenſion from religious 
thoughts, loſing all-reliſh- of reading ſerious books, 
and contracting more. and more the ſpirit. of this 
world, in eng: and levity. thereof. And though 
did not fall into the groſs. outward-enormities of fin, 
yet ſtill my mind was ſtrongly diſpoſed to evil, as 
that of any, other libertine; but education and the fears 
of ſhame curbed me in; ſo that the evil of my na- 


ture did not break out in open licentiouſneſs, yet 


in my heart I wiſhed: to have a licence to ſin 
Let the reader judge then, if I was nat in this ſtate 
dead in fin, in the ſight of Ged; though in the eye 
of men all this while very ſober and religious. But 
God looketh to the heart, and requireth truth in the 
inward. parts. Of this I was convicted, and there- 
fore knew very well, I was far from being what the 
world took me fbr. I think I was enabled to ſee a- 
bout this time, that many were contenting themſelves 
with the outſide of religion; and I wondered at it, 


becauſe I found the evil that I felt in my mind, fill'd 
me full of guilt and fear, though continually ſtifled 


by youthful pleaſures and amuſements. I would ob- 
ſerve in this period of my life, I had nothing like the 
liveiy ſenſe of things which I had when about ſeven 
or eight years old, as before mentioned in this nar- 
rative. Then like Daniel I uſed to pray three times 
a day, but not from a right ſpirit, for I knew nothing 


Z of the faith of Chriſt. But to return. 


Being now about my 19th year, the occurrences of 
began to change, and become more: weighty ; 
the particulars. of which, I ſhall relate in the follow- 
ing chapter. | | 1 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of his being ſent for to Londn. In great Diftreſs of 


Soul whilſt in a Storm at Sea, Forgetfuineſs of 
the ſame, with Reflections. Vain Ca. of Life 

led at London for ſome Time, with Reflections, and 
Addreſs to the Reader. | 

| T this time I was at home with my parents 

A without any particular employ ; which the late 


Lord Scarborough hearing of, (who was then Trea- 
ſurer to the late Prince of Wales) ſent for me to 


London, to fill up a clerk's place, vacant in this 


office; ſo that I was obliged on a ſudden to haſten 
there. In leaving home, I was neceſſitated to croſs an 
arm of the ſea; a paſſage of about five or ſix miles: 
and it happened to prove a very ſtormy day, ſo that 
the failors thought it dangerous to go out, but a 
ſhower of rain ſettling the wind a little, (and my af- 
fairs being urgent) they were prevailed with to fail: 
but in a quarter of an hour after, a very violent 
ſtorm aroſe.; ſo that we were in much danger of being 


loſt, thepilate himſelf expreſſing his apprehenſions of it. 


Now I was overwhelmed with horror and diftreſs , 
all my fins appeared ſtaring me im the face, and 1 
thought as ſure as I was drowned that Hell would be 
my portion. I had no hopes of ſalvation, for I knew 


not the merits of Chriſt, but God appeared to me 


as a terrible judge, and my conſcience durſt not bear 
the ſtrict ſcrutiny of his juſtice. Oh, what terror 
and agony I wag in ! no tongue can deſcribe : for 1 
expected every billow would have buried us all in 
the great deep. 


Now I began to reflect on my careleſſneſs and de- 


elenſions for ſome time paſt, and my ſpirit trembled 
within me, for I expected nothing but death, and 
after that to go to hell. Oh what a ſhocking thing is 
the near proſpect of death to a guilty conſcience not 
waſhed in Jeſus's blood ! I am ſure I found it fo 
beyond all deſcription. But to return. All this Po 
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of my. horror of mind, I ſaid nothing, but was fixed 
in deſponding ſilence. I don't remember I prayed at 
all, for I thought it was in vain; but I would have 


given a thouſand worlds to have been on ſhore. At 
| laſt, it pleaſed God to deliver us, quite contrary to 


my expectation, and permitted me: to. ſet my. feet 
once more on ſolid ground: Upon which I felt as 
much joy as before I did horror. Any perſon. would 
have thought, now I ſhould: have been changed and. 
reformed by ſuch an awful providence: ;. but alas ! it 
was far from being the caſe, as the ſequel, will 
diſcover. F | 
As ſoon as I was landed, being very wet, I im- 
mediately took horſe, and rode good part of the night 
on my way; and, with ſhame: I repeat it, both the 
danger and deliverance was. preſently forgot, as well 


as the ſenſe of guilt, deatk and judgement; my 


thoughts and fancy were chiefly occupied about the 
place I was going to poſſefs, and the pleaſures: and 
delights I ſhould find. therein ;, upon which my mind. 
was fo intent, that I had: no inclination. or relifh for 
religious conſiderations, notwithſtanding what hap» 
pened the day before; which abundantly. proves 
what I remarked at the end of the ſecond chapter, 
viz. That the fears of hell may reſtrain corrupt na- 
ture, but cannot change it: and without it is rege- 
nerated by the Holy Ghoſt, it remains dead in treſ- 
either the mercies of God nor the 


born again of the ſpirit, and renewed by the Holy 
Ghoſt; and this remark, I. believe, the impartial 
reader will find inconteſtably verified throughout the 
whole of this narrative. Gpinions are diſputable; 
but. matters of fact cannot be gainſayed. I ſhall not 
aſk pardon for this digreſſion, becauſe I truſt it 
may be a means of throwing an edifying light upon 
what follows for the profit of the reader. The 
Lord grant it may. | 

When I arrived at London, I found I had got a 


place that was genteel, and required but little atten- 
| dance ; 
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dance; and was ſoon equipped out in every thing pro- 


per for my ſtation : and being informed by my Lord 
Scarborough, that he intended this only as a begin- 
ning of his favours, I was fired with ambition, and 
began to aim at great matters. I was now ordered 
to learn foreign languages, as I might be ſent abroad. 
Accordingly I lived and boarded with foreigners, and 


took great pains to acquire the modern tongues ; a+ 


the ſame time I alſo applied cloſe to muſick, painting, 
and other polite accompliſhments. , Theſe ſtudies, 
with publick diverſions, dreſs and gaiety, took up al! 


my thoughts, and ſo immerſed my mind in pleaſure, 


that religion was intirely neglefted. y 
Thus I drove on for a year or two, about which 


time (thinking myſelf qualified) I made application 


to go as Under Secretary to the late Lord Albemarle, 
who was then going Ambaſſador to Paris. I had ſet 


my heart on this, and puthed hard for it; but ſupe- 
rior intereſt procured it for another. 


This was a 
great diſappointment to me, and was a fad check to 
my. ambition: but being young and full of ſpirits, 
the: affliction” wore off; for being my own maſter, 
and having much leiſure time on my hands, dreſs 
and pleaſure ſoon diſſipated my concern, and ſo I 
went on as uſual. I have been the more particular 
in this detail of my pleaſures, that the reader may 
perceive how eager I was after earthly things: and 
the opportunities I have had of knowing by experi- 
ence what their value were, and what ſort of content 
they did afford: And notwithſtanding I was in the 
prime of youth, maſter of myſelf and time; not- 
withſtanding allpmy acquirements beforementioned, 
and all forts of publick diverſions, which were m 
daily occupations ; I ſay, notwithſtanding all theſe 
things, I was void of happineſs ; for I found all to- 
gether never gave repoſe of ſoul : and yet I appeared 
to all to be as happy a youth as any in London; 
and I will venture to ſay, very few perſons in that 
great metropolis purſued a larger round of pleaſures 
than what I did. | 
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And now, O- Reader, give me leave to fay unto 
thee by experience, that ſuch a life is vanity of 
vanities: and verifies what Solomon fays, that 


«© The mirth of fools is as the crackling of thorns 


under a pot.” And if thou art a perſon purſuing 
ſuch a courſe of life, I can tell thee, thou art not 
happy. Stop ſhort then, in thy career, and fly to 
Him, who beſtows on ſuch who ſeek His Face, 


What nothing earthly gives, or can deſtroy 

The Soul's calm Sunſhine, and the Heart-felt Joy, 
| - Fo” 35 
Iwill here make a little pauſe, to give thee the be- 
For remember, beloved rea- 
der, I am writing for thy ſouPs proſperity ; therefore 


READI PRAy! and REFLECT! and with a humble 


heart, proceed to peruſe the ſolemn particulars of the 
tollowing chapter. 


—— „ 


CHAM V. 


Not happy in ſenſual Pleaſures. Religious Turn, and 
Experience 2 Enmity againſt God's Law. Re- 


markable Viſitation in Kenſington Gardens, Ex- 
traordinary Dream. The ſudden Death of his Bro- 


| ther 


Was obſerving, that amidſt all my ſenſual plea- 

ſures, I was ſtill unhappy : The reaſons I will 
now proceed to give. In the firſt place, I found 
my pleaſures and vain courſes cheated me; for they 
did not afford that comfort I expected they would 
have done. I purſued hard after happineſs, but could 
not find it. This made me ſet out upon freſh 


| ſchemes of pleaſures, but in the midſt of pleaſure I 
was void of it: reſtleſs and uneaſy, verifying that 
| ſcripture, 44 There is no peace to the wicked.” It is 
true, in the midſt of all this gaiety I was kept from 
groſs outward enormities : my ſenſualities were more 


refined than to love the company of meer gluttons 


or drunkards, ox frequenters of brothel houſes; 


nevertheleſs, 
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nevertheleſs, I was a ſlave to the luſt of the eye, the 


luſt of the fleth, and the pride of life, and it was 


more the fear of ſhame, than the love of virtue, 
which made me not break out into open licenti- 
ouſneſs; and was inwardly grieved to be under ſuch 
reſtraint : Alſo, I was ambitious of being eſteemed 
a man of virtue, generoſity, &c. and given to good 
deeds; this ambition often ſpurred me on to do 
liberal and generous things, which, I have reaſon to 
think, would have remained undone, had not my 
pride urged me to them. And I greatly fear, many 
ſeemingly good deeds, have this ſerpent's head of 
pride for their foundation. For an evil tree cannot 
bring forth good fruit, though in the eyes of men 
it may appear ſo, who cannot fathom the ſprings of 
human actions; but God ſees the inſide as well as 
the outſide, and judges accordingly. But to return. 

— I uſed often to reflect amidſt all my 
gaiety, if I ſhould die, then all would be gone; and 
my conſcience would be often ſmiting me for my 
neglect of religious matters, for though I went con- 
ſtantly to church, it was more to ſee and be ſeen, 
than from any devout excitements; and I was very 
ſenſibly touched at times with the fear of death, and 
the thoughts of parting with my pleaſures, for I ſaw 
that life was precarious. Theſe conſiderations often 
made me ſigh on my bed and uneaſy. | 

While things were in this ſituation with me, I 


was urged by my Honoured Parents, to receive the 


facrament, which I was quite neglectful of, and be- 
lieve had only done once before, which was after 
with this requeſt, and wrote home, that I did not 
think myſelf good enough for it; upon which 
I was very juſtly told, that it was a great neg- 
le& in me to go on in a way of life which made 
me afraid of it. So, after a time, 1 thought 1 


would conſider theſe things, and accordingly. began 
to read religious books, and to prepare for this ſolemn 
ordinance, which I received now and then; and ge- 
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nerally a little before and after, I was more ſtrict 


in my walk and behaviour: But all this while, my 
inclinations were as worldly as ever, and I was a- 
ſhamed of being thought religious -by my gay ac- 
quaintance ; and particularly I remember one day 
reading in the bible, I heard ſomebody coming, 
when I ſuddenly hid it, and took another book. Oh, 
fooliſh ſhame ! and yet too frequent to be found. 
Whilſt I was thus uſing religious duties, I found 
the goſpel required great ſtrictneſs, and ſelf-denial, 
which I did not like; and it fo croſt my earthl 
pleaſures, that at laſt I concluded I would throw all 
religion off, and enjoy my ſinful pleaſures let the 
conſequence be what it would: For I thought it im- 
poſſible to live ſo holy as the Chriſtian Religion 
required. Upon this I caſt off religion, and return- 


ed to fin and vanity : But this did not laſt long ; 


my conſcience: galled me ſo, I did not know what 
to do; eternal torment was a4 dreadful thought, 
About this time 
allo my mind was angry at God, for requiring 
ſo much holineſs, and I wiſhed there was no law, 
nor commandments : I thought Chriſt's yoke a 
very heavy burden, and wanted to throw it off. 
Theſe workings in my mind uſed to make me very 
dull, and withdraw to folitary walks, wiſhing to be 
happy, but did not know where to find it —At laſt 
| thought, I would be religious and workdly too: I 


imagined I could ſerve two maſters, and quickly ſet 


about it; for I would faſt and pray, and give alms, 
and in the evening would dreſs, and run into all di- 
verſions ; thinking this made the balance even, the 


good atoning for the evil: But alas! I could not 


pacify my conſcience long by this deviſe, ſtill it 
would accuſe and condemn me. . 
I now began to withdraw rather more from pub- 
lick diverſions, and retire whole days to ſolitude, 
particularly to the King's Gardens at Kenſington, a 
place quite retired, and very large. Here, by de- 
grees, I began to meditate upon God, in a philo- 
| ſophical 
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ſophical manner, admiring his wiſdom and power 
in the Creation, in all its beauties. By the exerciſe 
of which, I found a great deal of pleaſure, but ſtil! 
I wanted peace of mind, for God's holineſs and jul. 
tice were diſagreeable to me to think of, becauſe by 
theſe I was condemned. However, by contem- 
piating upon God in a natural way, I began to have 
a greater reliſh for religious occupations, though 
ſtill dreſt gay, and loved the faſhionable pleaſures of 
the ſeaſon, but my converſation was much altered, 
and became more ſerious. | 

My moſt intimate friend atfthis time, was one of 
my own brothers, who was then learning merchan- 
dize in London, and whoſe temper and diſpoſition 
very much agreed with my own ; his natural temper 
leſs diſpoſed to Jevity than mine; and at this time, 
we uſed to have frequent religious conferences, eipe- 
clally on the Sabbath-day, when we were always to- 
gether. He was a year younger than myſelf, and 
not ſo gay; our intimacy and friendihip enereaſed 
more and more, and we endeavoured to ſtir each 
other up to religion, and uſed to frequent morning 
prayers on week days and holy days. But alas, all 
this while, I was 'ignorant of the Evangelical doc- 
trines of Grace, and of Salvation by Chriſt, and of 
the neceſſity of regeneration, &c. but now, an cc- 
currence happened which made religion more weighty 
with me than ever. 

One day being in Kenſington Gardens, fitting 
and reading a religious diſcourſe, all on a ſudden, 
I was overpowered with ſuch an extraordinary fen- 
fation of Gad, that I was in an extacy. It ſeemed 
to me, as if I was near God, and perceived hi: 
love; I burſt into floods of tears, and was filled with 
an unutterable joy, beyond all earthly pleaſures : | 
was made very ſenſible of the ſweetneſs of God, ii 
an uncommon manner, and felt his preſence in m) 
foul. This tranſport laſted about an hour, and 


when I got home, I longed to have it again, but i 
| but 
this, 


was gone. Now nothing would content me 
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this. Day by day 1 ſought for it, and no religious 
duty would content me without it. This enjoyment . 


was ſo great, it allured my heart more than ever 
from the frequent uſe of pleaſures and diverſions, 


and made me more diligent in reading, meditating 


and going to publick places of worſhip, and receiving 
the ſacrament, &c. Often I went to the ſame place 
in the garden in hopes to get the ſame enjoyment, 
but could not obtain it. 1 
After ſome time ſpent in this fearch, it pleaſed the 
Lord to viſit my ſpirit, with very particular ſenſations 
of divine things every morning, between ſleeping 
and waking, for about three weeks together.. I did 
not find theſe viſitations diſcovered any thing parti- 
cular to me, but they were unſpeakable refreſhments 
to my ſoul, drawing my mind above fublunary things. 
told my brother of theſe dealings of God with me, 
who was much ſurprized, and begot in him more 
ſerious purſuits than ever. Now our converſation 
was generally about religion and eternal things, 
which became more and more weighty with us; and 
ſtil] more ſo upon account of a very: particular dream 
arg I had about this time, and which I will now 
relate. ä 
I thought that I was in a room, where a grave was 
dug in the middle of it, and covered over fo as to 
bear a table, at which I fat at meat with ſome di- 
vines, and preſently after I heard a voice ſaying, 
„ Cayley, Cayley, Cayley;” upon which I turned. 
my head, and ſaw at the end of the room, x num- 
ber of winged ſpirits, one of which was Death, 
and approaching to the place, Death ſtruck me, and 
methought, I became one of thoſe winged ſpirits, 
and found myſelf with them in the air: when me- 
thought, a number of good and evil ſpirits diſputed 
long for my ſoul ; the one party ſtriving to bear it to 
heaven, the other to hell; all which time, I was 
in great agony, not knowing what would be the e- 
vent: Whilft I was in this uncertainty, all at once, 
C2 I awaked: 
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J awaked in much diſorder of mind, for it made a 
great impreſſion on me. e 

For a conſiderable time after this, I was quite 
uneaſy upon account of this dream; for I thought 
it was a dreadful thing not to know whether heaven 
or hell was my portion: In ſhort, it pleaſed God to 
apply this dream fo particularly, that I became quite 
reſolved to purſue religion more cloſely than ever, in 
order that I might eſcape the wrath to come; and 
it alſo gave me ſome apprehenſions of its being 2 
preſage of death. My brother, to whom I related 
my dream, was much affected with it; and we 
both became more ftri& than ever; uſing every op- 
portunity for religious duties, and making theſe ſub- 
jets the chief topicks of our converſation. Thus 


we went on for ſome time, when it pleaſed the all- 


wiſe God, to give me a ſtronger call than ever, by 
the following effectual occurrence, | 


My brother and I were. invited to a ball, where 


we danced moſt part of the night, (for ſtill we uſed 


ſuch things) when he, by an over-heat, catched 2 
high fever, and in one day's time loſt all ſenſe, and 
in three days more, died. This was a heavy ſtroke, 
for he was exceeding dear to me, as well as I was to 
him. Juſt turned of one. and twenty, it pleaſed 
God to take him away. For ſome time after, I was 
quite bowed down, and cared not to fee any body: 
eternity filled my thoughts, which were now taken 


up with the contemplation of the brevity of earthly 


things ; for I little thought my dear friend and bro- 
ther was ſo near his end, for he was much more ro- 
buſt and likely to live than myſelf. 

At this time I read the Practice of Piety, in 
which, the deſcription of. heaven and hel] greatly 
affected me, and the deſcription of the bleſſedneſs of a 
regenerate man, worked upon me much. While my 
mind was thus ſeriouſly bent, it was my misfortune, 
to have no acquaintance with any perſons that were ex- 
perienced in divine things, and the books which J read, 
were very far from teaching me thoſe truths, which are, 
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“ The power of God unto Salvation;“ nor did I 
hear that preaching which tends to convert the ſoul: 

So that all this while, I ſaw not the neceſſity of. 
being BORN AGAIN, or of having that faith, where-- 
by the foul lays hold on the merits of Chriſt, and- 
has “ Peace with God:“ I did not know I had a. 
corrupt heart, and an evil nature: I was without. 
any underſtanding therein; I was much reformed, 
but not converted, nor did I ſee the neceſſity of re- 
generation, or think. about it, for my eyes were not. 
yet opened to behold the ſpirit contained in the ſa- 
cred ſcriptures ; for the Bible was as yet a ſealed book 
unto me, as it alſo is to every natural man in the 
world. How many go on in a round of duties, 

thinking all is well, having a Form of Godlineſs, 
but ſtrangers to the POWER thereof. 


„ 


HA. . 
Freſh Purſuit after Religion, but ignorant of Cbriſt. 
Death of a- valuabie Mother, its Efes. 

ETER my brother's death, as beforementioned, 

A I went on for about four months in all religi-- 

ous exerciſes; and abounded in them ſo much, that 

began to thank God I was not as other men were; 

[ faſted and prayed, and gave much alms : till at laſt 


I really thought I was a very righteous man, and 


accordingly preſumed on my own merits to obtain. 
heaven, For though all this while I uſed to ſay, 
* Through Jeſus Chriſt ;” yet I had no real faith 
in Him, any more than what the devils have, and 
tremble; 1 believed the hiſtory of Chriſt, but not 
the myftery of Chriſt. I was a ſtranger to that 
faith which giveth ſpiritual life; neither had I any. 
conception of it, or deſire after it. By. reaſon of 
this ignorance, I was a ſtranger to that poverty of 
ſpirit, to which the kingdom of heaven is promiſed. 


I thought I was © rich and encreaſed in goods,” 


but did not know that I was poor, and blind, and 
* naked, and miſerable.” I had a ſort of good con- 
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ſcience, but it was not obtained by Faith, but by 
Works, My building was on à fandy foundation, 
Being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, and going 
about to eſtabliſh my own righteouſneſs, I did 
<< not ſubmit unto the righteouſneſs of God.“ 

Some = object here, and fay, What then 
were all thoſe ſweet ſenſations, and delectable taſtes 


of divine things, which you have ſo often mentioned 
in the | 
drawi 


foregoing pages? I anſwer, they were the 

of the Father, to lead me to ſock the king- 
God: but as yet, I was in the wildernefs of 
my nature, and not come unto the Son, 
« For the fulneſs of the time was not yet come,” 
when I ſhould be convinced of my own loft ſtate by 
nature, and of my falvation by Chriſt. For as yet, 
I had not heard the true goſpel preached, which 
„opens the eyes of the blind,” that they may 
„ behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
<< the fin of the world.“ | : 

Thus it pleaſed the Father to draw me on, from 
ſtep to ſtep, and to keep me and preſerve me by his 
good providence : uſing all forbearance, and patience 
towards me, in the days of my ignorance. For 
which, I deſire to bleſs and praiſe his holy name. 
1 perceive that a gracious God was alluring me by 
his drawings, that I might be ready to receive the 
bleſſing of eternal life, at the appointed time; which 
time was now approaching; but of this in its order. 
In about four months after my brother's death, 
A pleaſed God to take from me the beſt 07 
mothers,. after having fuſtained a long decay, with 
much Chriſtian patienge and reſignation. The praiſe 
of this excellent parent, E ſhall not attempt to de- 
ſeribe; I will only fay, few women excelled her. 
She was a pattern of maternal love and affection; 
and my dear father loſt in her, a choice friend and 
companion, every way qualified to make him happy. 


dom 


The reader muſt excuſe me for thus ſpeaking of one, 


whoſe memory muſt he always very dear to me, and 


who deſerves greater encomiums than what I can | 
give her; and who now, 1 doubt not, is happy in | 


the realms of. bliſs. Tha 
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The Reader may form ſome idea of my dear Mo- 
ther's internal diſpoſitien, and ſweet compoſure of 
mind, by the following extract of a letter, which the 
wrote to me ſome time before, when ſhe was, (from 
violent inward- bleedings) in expectation of Death 
. hour; another return was expected would be 
tatal, | | $6 | „ 

R w + 

J write this to let you know That my bleeding is 
at preſent ſtopped after fix returns; how long that 
% may continue is very uncertain,—which induces 
„ me not to miſs this opportunity (as it may be the 
<< laſt I ſhall have) of begging you and Leny, ne- 
ver to forget the inſtructions you have had, and, to 
«© conſtant perſeverance in your duty to God and 
© man—which will afford you more comfort in all 
the events of life, and at the hour of death, than 
5 this world and all its pleaſures cart give. 

I pray God ſend you life and health, and in 
His own good time, to grant us a happy meeting 
C in that bleſſed ſtate, where we ean part no more. 

« If any _— happens, your Father will let 
« you know. My dear Lads, once more 1 pray 
«© God bleſs you both; and believe that I have al- 
% ways been, and ſhall, till death, be 
«© Your moſt ſincerely, 

„„ Aﬀectionate Mother, 

„ ELIZABETH CAYLEY.” 


This happened in the year one thoufand ſeven 
hundred and fifty one, I being ſtill at London. My 
dear mother's death was long expected, and its being 
an end to her lingering pains and long ſiekneſs, 
made it more tolerable to us all. This ſecond ſtroke 
in the family, ſtill drew my mind more to the 
thoughts of futurity; and my gracious God, who had 


ſeen fit thus to afflict me, was now preparing bleſſings 


and comforts for me, which I no ways expected, or 
thought of. The Lord waited to be gracious,” 
| and 
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and the ſet time was now haſtening on, in which I was 


to know His voice: that voice, which raiſeth the 
dead, and giveth eternal life. 


Before I proceed to ſpeak of thoſe things, 


would adviſe thee, O Reader, to lift up thy heart 
unto the Prince of Peace, to give thee his Holy Spirit 
to be thy teacher and inſtructor; for now the oc- 
currences of my life become more extraordinary 


than what has been hitherto mentioned: and unleſs. 


thou art ſpiritual, They will be apt to appear folly 
unto thee: But if thou readeſt with a humble and 
praying ſpirit, I truſt the contents of the following 
chapter, will be to the edification of thy ſou], and 
to the glory of God. | EF 
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Im preſſion from read; ng the Church of England's Articles. 


Walk in a Church-Yard, and what happened there. 


A fmngular Occurrence which happened at St. Clement' s 


© Ghop-houſe. The Effect of reading in Mr. HERvey's 
MEDITATIONS en IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
Vit to Mr. HERVEY, and what followed. The 
great Bleſſing received while hearing a Sermon in Mr. 
WIITEFIELD's Tabernacle, | 


N Eaſter Sunday following the particulars be- 
forementioned, I happened to be- at Church, 

ſome time before the ſervice began; when, without any 
deſign, I turned over a prayer-book, in which was 
contained the articles of the Church of England, which 
I had never hardly. read in all my life, nor indeed, 
are they often printed we in the large books; how- 


ever it happened now, that I was diſpoſed to. read 


them, or rather Providence inclined me to it. 
Whiſt I was reading, I found my mind affected in 
an unuſua! manner, without knowing the reaſon why. 
The art.cles of FaiTH, Works, ; 42 <p 


&c. appeared to me, whilſt reading, particularly 
pleaſing. I was ſurprized at this, nor could I tell 
| | | SPE. what. 
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what to make of it. My heart was wrought on, 


without being able to account for it. I have thought 


ſince, that it proceeded from a fpiritual inſtinct, ſe- 
cretly taſting the truths therein contained. However, 
it had ſuch an effect upon me, that for ſome time af- 


ter, I was continually reading theſe articles, which 
appeared to me quite delightful; though I well re- 


member, I had no underſtanding in them, for I 
wiſhed to know their meaning. By degrees this-wore 
of, for want of ſome information or inſtruction ; 


for I did-not find any body that took any great no- 


tice of theſe articles, though with regard to points of 
doctrine, fo ſound and good. 

the 23d year of my age; and being willing to ſpend 
the day in meditation, I walked abroad, and paſſed a 


good part of the afternoon in a country church yard, 


reading the monumental inſcriptions. Amongſt 
which, one very much affected me: It was an ac- 
count of a very religious youth, adorned with many 
chriſtian virtues, and the delight of his parents; 


who was cut off in the flower of life. Whilſt I was 
reading this, I thought within myſelf, that perhaps 


this youth might be about my own age, thinking to 
live many years: And being curious to know his 
age, I put away the graſs to ſee, and found he was 
juſt 23. This quite ſtruck me, it being my own age 


and birth-day too.—Oh, thought II perhaps before 


another year revolves, I may alſo be laid in the filent 


grave. I went home quite ſerious, full of what F 


have related. My religious diligence ſtill increaſed, 
when it pleaſed my moſt gracious God and Saviour, 
to open a docr for my poor ſoul to get ſuch ſpiritual 
helps, as I greatly ſtood in need of. The time was 
now come, that I ſhould know my Shepherd's voice. 


„My ſoul praiſe the Lord, and forget not all his 


benefits.“ 

Soon after this, I happened one day to be at the 
Chop-Houſe behind St. Clement's Church; a ufual 
dining-place for young ſtudents in the Temple =__ 

| | Other 
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On the 23d day of April following, I attained 
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other Inns of Court in London. Whilſt I was at and wol 
dinner there, a middle-aged, decent-looking Gen- nents» 
tleman came in and fat down at the ſame Table of Mr 
where I was. As ſoon as his dinner was ft them te 
before him, he immediately kneeled down upon 10 hind 
the ground, and, with his hat before his face, ſpent Froerd 
{ome time in ſilent prayer; after this he got up and oll 
ſat down again, and quietly eat his dinner. The Anm 
Reader may be ſure, ſuch an uncommon thing F 
would ſurprize all the company, as well as myſelf. n e. 
expected all the gay young gentlemen would Chile 
laugh at, and make their game of him; but nobody oon 
took any notice, and all paſſed as if nothing had en 


happened. Ty | | Yes 
As to myſelf I was much affected, and found a 1 
treat deſire to have ſome talk with this perſon. After wh 900 
inner, he paid his reckoning, and walkt out. I aG 
waited for this, and immediately followed him into erm 
the ſtreet; and then accoſting him, I begg'd of him 15 5 wh 
to excuſe my cnrioſity, in deſiring to know the rea- of G 1 
ſon for his behaviour in the Chop-Houſe: He ſmiled, 0 
and in a very free, unreſerved manner, told me, i 


1 | that he was a perſon determined to follow Chriſt, 
% and His Holy Religion; but that he was ſadly 


| e troubled with a falſe ſhame, and a fear leſt people But 1 

| % ſhou!d laugh at him for being ſo religious. as I fai 

| Therefore (ſaid he) in order to get the beiter of reading 
„ my cowardice, I love to do things that may ex- thing in 
* pole me to ſcorn, that ſo I may get more boldneſs. his ſayi 
% For which reaſon, ſaid he, I came into the Chop- NESS 
© Houſe to-day, and kneeled down, &c. as you {| GARuI 


&« ſaw me, that ſo I might become the game and | The 
«© ſcoff of the company, who I perceive took no Where, 


“ notice of me; but my mind is well fatisfied, and tollowin 
I feel God is well pleaſed with me, in my doing cc" Inter! 
| „ ſuch things, as may mortify my falſe ſhame, and % and 
| & make me bold to confeſs Chriſt any where.“ << putec 
| can't tell thee, O Reader, how much I was pleaſ- great 
| ed with this honeſt, upright manner of ſpeaking. FF ** tubli 
immediately begged this Gentleman's acquaintance, „% empl 


, and e Teac 


Teacher ſent from God, &c. &c.“ 


N DDr 


much pleaſed. He then began to ſpeak very highly 


of Mr. Hervey's Meditations, and recommended 


them to my reading, as what had been much bleſſed 
to himſelf, Upon which I went and bought them. 
From the extraordinary chain of bleſſed events that 
followed this, I believe the Chriſtian Reader will 
admire with me the particular hand of Providence, in 
directing this perſon to do a thing, which (however 
tingular) was the means of bringing me amongſt the 
Children of God, and of directing my ſteps by the 
footſteps of the flock, where the kids are fed by the 
ſhepherd's tents. | 

Yes, Reader, in peruſing what follows, thou wilt 
ee what important events frequently are linkt with 


what ſome ſhort-ſighted perſons may call mere chance, 


and trifling things; but in effect are, Veſtigia Dei, the 
particular footſteps of Providence, that bring about 
the purpoſes of the unerring Will and Wiſdom 
of God. 


« All Nature is but Art, unknown to thee, 
& All Chance Direction, which thou can'ſt not ſee. 
PO x. 


But now let me return to my narrative: I bought, 
as I ſaid before, Mr. Hervey's Meditations ; the 


reading of which gave me great pleaſure ; but one 


thing in particular faſtened on my mind ; which was 


his HRying that the IMPUTED RIGHTEOUS- | 


NESS or CHRIST, is the Believer's WEDDING 
GARMENT. | 

The paſſage is in his deſcant upon Creation : 
Where, in a note, (a bleſled note I call it,) are the 
following words. This, and ſeveral other hints, 
<« interſperſed in the two volumes, refer to the active 
e and paſſive RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST, im- 
e puted to Believers ; which in the opinion of many 


% great Expoſitors, is the myſtical and the moſt 


cc tublime meaning of the Wedding Garment, fo 
c emphatically and forcibly recommended by the 


Now 
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and told him all my own ſtory, at which he was 
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Now I had read in ſcripture-of the man that was 1 
found at the marriage-ſupper without a Wedding wt; 
Garment, and that he was caſt out, where there was | R 
«< weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of teeth.” This on 
parable darted to * — and I reaſoned with myſelf, er. 
that without a wedding-garment I could not enter the \F 4 
kingdom of heaven; upon which I was troubled in N. 
my ſpirit; and as to this imputed righteouſneſs J 
of Chriſt, I could not conceive what it meant : for N 
T had never heard or read of it before, that I remem- W 
ber. However, now it made fo great an impreſſion _ 
upon me, that I could not reſt ; for I imagined that = 
perhaps, with all my religion, I was without this . 
robe, and if fo, then I feared the fame fate as the * 


man in the parable, Matthew, chap. 22. verſe 17, 
12, 13. I was lo reſtleſs about this matter, that ] 
thought I would take a journey to ſee Mr. Hervey, 
at Weſton-Favel, about ſeventy miles from London. 
4 By this the reader may ſee how much I was affected 
upon this occaſion. | | 
Whilſt I was thus unſettled what: to do, I con- 


1 
1 
7 
11 

4 

7 « 
7 
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cluded to aſk advice of a Clergyman, with whom 1 
N was intimate. Accordingly one day I went to him, 9 
ö and prayed him to inform me what the Imputed 0. 


Righteouſneſs of Chriſt meant, as mentioned by Mr. 
Hervey ? Upon which, he turned it off with indiſfe- 7 
rence, and gave me no ſatisfactory anſwer ; but ſaid 
that Mr. Hervey was a Methodiſt, and then in Lon- 
don at Mr. Whitefield's houſe. Now as to the Me- 
thodiſts I knew nothing of them, only by hear-fay, 
and that very little; though from what little I had 
heard, I imagined they were a company of deluded 
people, who ought tobe avoided ; for I had never 
been with any perſons ſo called. When I heard 
where Mr. Hervey was, notwithſtanding what the 
Clergyman faid, I was determined to go to ſee him 
at all events; and was much rejoiced to hear he was 
in London. Methodiſt or not Methodiſt, my ſoul 
thirſted to enquire about this Wedding-Garment, 
and was reſolved to loſe no time. 

The 
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The next day, I wrote a letter to Mr. Hervey, 
erein I aſked his inſtruction concerning theſe. 
gs, and went with it myſelf ; and by good provi 
ce found him alone, and having delivered the 
er to him, after reading it, he received me in a 
/ courteous affable manner, that at once recom- 
nded him to me. I had expected (from the 
t- piety difplayed in his meditations) . to have 
nd a ſevere folemn aſpect, gloomy and mona- 
k ; inſtead of which, I found a courteous well- 
aved gentleman, a pleaſing chearfulneſs ſhining. 
us countenance. OO Wo 
\fter a proper introduction, he took a bible, and 
poſed reading a chapter, which being quite agree- 
e to me, he choſe the 37th of Ezekiel; and com- 
nted upon it as he read, in ſuch a manner, that 
very ſoul burned within me. The power of - 
d breathed upon the word, that it was ſweeter to 
ſpirit, than the honey or the honey-comb ; and 
r he had done, he ſpoke of man's fall by nature, 
ſalvation by grace, ſo as to captivate my ve 
. O, thought I, what have I been doing a 
while, that I have lived a ftranger to . theſe 
gs? Surely, ſurely, true joy is only found in re- 
on. Thus I reafoned with myſelf, while the 
ngelick ſounds flowed from his lips. In ſhort, . 
ſacred fire fo glowed in my heart, that I 
ught I was in Paradiſe. After ſtaying till Pony 
„I took my leave; and as I walked home, 
ſuch mental pleafures, as tarniſhed all my fin aud 
ity, I was now convinced, the only way to be 
py, was to be given up to God. This diſcourſe 
de too great an impreſſion upon me, to be eafy 
hout going again the next day to my ſpiritual 
de, who appeared to me as a meſſenger from 
d, to point me out the way of peace: accordingly 
ent, and found more and more reaſon to be ſatis- 
aach day's converſe blowing up tlfe heavenly 
e in my ſoul to ſuch. a degree, that I was all a- 
ſt for God. 
D Thus 
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Thus I went on for above a week, when being 
with Mr. Hervey one afternoon, he aſked me to go 
to Mr. W hitefield's "Tabernacle ; where, ſays he, you 


will hear heavenly. doctrine. I gladly accepted his 


propoſal. And now was the firſt time of my enter- 
ing into a methodiſt congregation. My friend hav- 
ing placed me properly in the place, ſome time before 
the ſervice was- begun, I had time to make reflec- 
tions on what I faw; and I muſt confeſs, notwith- 


ſtanding the warmth of my foul, the meanneſs of the 


place, and poor appearance of the people, ſomewhat 
diſguſted me; which diſguſt encreaſed, when I ſay 
a mean-looking man enter the pulpit, poorly cloathed 
in a lay habit. What, thinks I, is this a fit perſon 


to preach God's word ? 


Well; ſoon after, the ſervice begun with a hymn, 


which agreeably ſtruck me; but when the preacher 
"had done his prayer, I was amazed: I thought! 


never heard any thing ſo excellent before ; my pre- 
judices now began to vaniſh, and was now recon- 
ciled to hear the ſermon. Accordingly the preacher 


took his text from Hebrews, chapter 13, and the Jat- 
ter part of the 5th verſe; the words in the 


Greek are as follow: I will never, never 
c leave thee; No, I will never, never forſake thee.” 
Upon which, he preached in ſuch a manner, that 
he appeared as an angel from heaven to my ſoul, 
He opened the elorious goſpel in ſo comfortable a 
manner, that I was filled with peace and ſpiritual 
Joy, that was full of glory. I was enabled to ſee 
this text belonged to me, as alſo God's unchangeable 
love. My ſoul. drank in every word as eagerly as 


the parched ground&oth the falling rain. O, faid |, 


within myſelf, Turs is wHaT I HAVE WANTED 
EVER SINCE I WAS BORN, BUT KNEW IT NO. 
I was then made ſenſible, that the goſpel ©! 
Chriſt's redemption was the only thing could mak: 
me happy. As ſoon as the fermon was over, ili 
concluding hymn quite delighted me. In ſhort, the 
place, the people, and miniſter all appeared to me 


quite | 


quite 


preac 
was 
lieve, 
been 
infor: 
Hum 
decla 
foul 
being 
my « 
the | 
wher 
the 1 


foul, 
rende 
Will t 
name 


thank 


1 being 
e to go 
ne, you 
ted his 
enter. 
d hav- 
| before 
reflec- 
Mtwith- 
of the 
newhat 
1 I ſaw 
loathed 
perſon 


hymn, 


reacher 
ught | 
ny pre- 
recon- 
reacher 
the lat- 
in the 
never 
: thee.” 
T, that 
y foul, 
table 1 
ſpiritual 
to ſee 
ngeable 
rerly as 
, faid , 
ANTED 
r Nor. 
ſpel ol 
d make 
er, the 
ort, the 
to me 


quite | 


n 9 * z 
* 


quite glorious : My prejudices were all gone, and I 
was now content to be taught by any one. O, 
bleſſed Jeſus, how ought I to praiſe thy holy name, 
who made me willing in this the day of thy Al- 
mighty power ! to Thee be eternal glory, Amen, 
After I was returned to Mr. Hervey's from the 
preaching, he aſked me how I liked it? My heart 
was too full to make any regular anſwer : but I be- 
lieve, I faid enough to convince him of my having 
been deeply affeted with it, I muſt not forget to 


inform the reader, that this preacher's name was 


Humphreys, by trade a ſhoemaker. And yet I do 
declare, to God's glory, that his ſermon was to my 


ſoul the moſt excellent diſcourſe I had ever heard ; 


being a true miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt to me: For 
my diſguſt and pride fel down to the duſt, under 
the power and demonſtration of the holy fpirit, 
wherewith he preached, which conveyed to my ſoul 


the moſt ſolid joy I had ever received in my life. 


Thanks be unto my dear Redeemer, now and ever, 


Amen. 


Before I conclude this chapter, let the Reader 
admire, with me, what a bleſſed chain of wonderful 
providences were linked together at this time for m 
good]! The impreſſion from reading the Churc 


Articles—T he Gentleman at the Chop-Houſe, and 


what followed The paſſage and note in Mr. Her- 
vey's meditations— The meeting with him His car- 
rying me to Mr. Whitfield's Tabernacle The hear- 
ing of the Goſpel there; and its effect on my ſoul. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within 
me bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lord, O m 

ſoul, and forget not all his benefits. What ſhall 

render unto thee, O Lord, for all thy benefits ? I 
will take the cup of ſalvation, I will call upon thy 
name, and offer unto thee the facrifice of praiſe and 


| thankſgiving continually, 
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CHAP, VII. 


Experience of great Toys in Chriſt Jeſus, &c. Saf 

from carnal People. Books bought — Moor fields, their 

value. Caution to the Reader not to be offended with 
the mean appearance of the Goſpel. 

Did not ftay long at Mr. Hervey's after this 

I diſcourſe, as other perſons were then with him, 


and my heart was alſo too fall for company. Ac- 
cordingly I took my leave of him that night, and 
went home in joy and tranſport. The grace and 


mercy of God was ſo ſweet to my foul, I knew not 
how to contain. All my carnal pleaſures appeared 


contemptible in compariſon of this, and ſuch 2 
Hunger and thirſt was raiſed in my Soul after the 
Word of God, that I believe had any perſon at that 


time, offered me a million. of guineas, not to have 
gone to have heard this poor ſhoemaker preach, | 
fhould have trampled them under my feet: ſuch was 
the power of the goſpel on my ſoul. For the which, 
I defire to praiſe my bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
'Chrift, who opened my heart to receive the truth 
with 105. Now did I daily run to hear the word 
preached, though I believe near three miles from 


where I lived; no weather deterring me: for it was 


my meat and drink, to liſten to the goſpel ; fo much 


fo, that it was a thouſand times more delightful to 


me, than all the plays, aſſemblies, concerts, &e, 
that I had ever frequented in all my life. 

O what a change was now wrought in me!! 
ſeemed to be in a new world; the bible was a new 
Hook to me, by reaſgn of the light, and power that 
ſhone in it. I read with new eyes and a new heart; 
ſuch as I never knew before. The whole creation 
appeared new to me, my ſou} was daily bathed in 


heavenly joys, and ſpiritual delights, ſuch as were 


unſpeakable, and full of glory. 

About this time I courted retirement more tha! 
ever; and one day reſorting to Kenſington-garden, 
my favourite retreat, I was quite aſtoniſhed to find? 
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new manner of praying ; for I perceived my heart 
drawn out in prayer very earneſtly, and yet I could 
not juſtly tell for what : At which I much wondered, 


not being able to judge what it could mean. — But 


afterwards I found it was the ſpirit of God, making 


interceſſion for me, with groanings unutterable, ac- 
cording to the will of God. I have often thought 
ſince, when reflecting upon this, that it might be 
ſaid of me, as it was of Paul, 4+ Behold he prayeth;“ 
for now I prayed, not in word only, but in power, 
having received (not the form, but) the ſpirit ef prayer. 
By means of the word preached, and the con- 
tinual advantages of Mr. Hervey's private converſa- 
tion, I was ſoon enabled to know the hand of the 
Lord towards me, in theſe things. Thus was my 
gracious Redeemer pleaſed to provide richly for my 
ſpiritual wants, and my ſoul grew daily in joy and 
happineſs, | 1 


In a few weeks time, this bleſſedneſs ſo encreaſed 


upon me, that I could hardly bear to live. I con- 
tinually prayed to the Lord to grant I might be a 
martyr for his name's ſake; deſiring to ſuffer any 
death for Him, who was ſo good to my poor foul. 
My natural ſtrength ſunk under the weight of my 
happineſs; which was ſo great, that I minded not 


the body, and frequently could get no ſleep, by rea- 


ſon of the heavenly manna, with which I was fed. 


My ſoul would be drawn out in prayer ſometimes 
for hours together, in earneſt breathings after God; 
that I might know Him more and more, and be 
made — corn unto Him. Prayer now became 
as natural to me as my breath; and was my chiefeſt 
pleaſure and delight. 


The heavenly fire kindled in my ſoul, was too hot : 


to be concealed.. I could not forbear diſcovering in 
ſome meaſure to all, what J had found. And now I 
let about, with the greateſt eagerneſs, to write to all 


my friends and relations, what bleſſings the Lord 


had beſtowed on me. I thought that the beauties of 
the goſpel, which charmed me ſo, muſt have the 
D 5 ſame 
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lame effect on them. I expected the anſwers to my 
letters would bring me news of their ſeeing things in 
the fame light as I did. But to my great furprize, 
it was not ſo; for I appeared as one much out (| 
the way, and who was run into great errors and 
miſtakes; and much pains were taken with me to 
make me think fo too; but that could not be, for 
my ſoul felt the divine truths I have been ſpeaking 
of, as plainly as ever any man felt the heat of th: 
fun at noon ; for my ſpirit was. baptized into th: 
grace of God, in ſuch a manner, that all my facultie 
were repleniſhed with the knowledge of his love, in 
which I was happy and bleſſed. 

In conſequence of having found ſuch a pearl, 


forſook my gay acquaintance ; and entirely laid afide 


all plays, aſſemblies, &c. for theſe things no longer 
ſuited my ſpirit. A ſermon now gave me a thouſand 
times more delight, than any carnal diverſions. The 
ſtation of life I was in, ſoon made ſuch a change 0 


be taken notice of, and I appeared to moſt to be a 


mad-man, or a fool. My gay acquaintance would 
lament, that I who was ſo much' eſteemed, and well 
received into the beſt and genteeleſt companies, 
thould now frequent the company of poor illiterate 
people, and be employing my leiſure time in reading, 
or praying, or hearing of ſermons, &c.— Theſe 
things appeared unto them, as proofs of my macinels 
and folly. But all this fignitied nothing to me, for 
my foul was more and more bent to “ ſeek the 
kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs.” The re- 
demption of Jeſus Chriſt, was continually upon my 
mind, and afforded me a joy, beyond all the plex 
ſures in the world. = 
It would make a volume to deſcribe the ſpiritual 
joys and comforts with which my foul was filled, tor 
ſeveral weeks : Let it ſuffice to ſay, that it pleaſed the 
Lord to anoint my ſpirit day by day, and to Jet his 
goodneſs paſs before me. I-was made continua) 
to enjoy unſpeakable things, fo that it became 
burden to me to ftay on carth, * 
| 0 
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this title over their heads, Pick AND CHUSE FOR 


this world, and provided for the humble in heart. 


of gold; and are now thoſe, with which JI think my 


plete, without morocco bindings or lettered. backs, 
or ſuch-like things; and notwithſtanding their torn 
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Now let it be obſerved, that all which I have been 
ſpeaking of, came into my ſoul through the channel 
of a- crucified Saviour: his ſufferings and merits, 
apprehended by faith, opened for my foul its acceſs 
unto God's love. Chriſt was not with me now a bye 
matter, but he was every thing to me, ſo that the 
very fight of a ſpiritual book, where his glory was 
diſplayed, would make my heart glad. And here I 
muſt mention one thing, - for the mortification of the 
pride and wiſdom of this world, which is, that the 
books which gave my ſoul the moſt comfort and 
ſpiritual edification, were ſuch as I gathered from 
ſtalls in Moorfields, and other ftreets in London, 
where ſeveral of them were expoled to ſale, with 
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Two-PENCE OR T HREE-PENCE A-PIECE : Poor 
old ſhabby-looking books, quite deſpicable to appear- 
ance, and the authors chiefly perſons of low eſtate in 
life. How hath God made fooliſh the wiſdom of 


3 
3 


Theſe books were more precious to me than mines 
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library highly honoured. And as they contain the 
marrow of Chriſt's goſpel, they appear to me com- 
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and mouldy garb, the beauties of the glorious truths, 
which they enfold, ſufficiently recommended them to 
myeun⁊· i. roo : | 
I ſuppoſe by thus ſpeaking, I may offend ſome of 
my Readers ; but let them remember, I am now re- 
lating matters of fact, which are ſtrictly true; beſides 
my deſign is not to flatter the pride and fpirit of this 
world. If I yet ſought to pleaſe men, I ſhould 
not be the ſervant of Chriſt,” And moreover; I 
am not aſhamed to confeſs that goſpel, which is 
cuntrary to the honour and glory of this world. 
Chriſt's kingdom is not of this world, therefore the 
proud ſpirit of the Natural Man, is offended with 
its plainneſs and fimplicity, Human pride will not 
ſtoop 
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ſtoop to ſuch a Chriſt, as was born in a ſtable. It 
will not ſtoop to ſuch a goſpel as is received amoneit 
the poor, nor accept of that preaching or writing, 
which is not ſet off by ſcholaſtic oratory and human 
learning : But the ſheep of Chriſt know his voice, 
and are not aſhamed of the poverty of his croſs; for 
they glory in that Jeſus, who is deſpiſed and rejec- 
ted of men, and are ready to embrace the truth, 
however mean and poor the garb in which it may 


Therefore let me tell thee, O Reader! that a gra- 
cious God has taught me, in ſome meaſure, to glory 
in the croſs. And I am not athamed to. own, that 
I have met with ten times more Faith and Love, and 
knowledge of divine things, amoneſt the poor illite- 
rate of this world, than what I ever did amoneſt the 
rich, and great, and learned. And left this ſhould 
appear ſtrange unto thee, let me bring to thy remem- 
brance, what the apoſtle James ſaith, in the ſecond 
chapter of his epiſtle, and fifth verſe. Hearken, 
% my beloved brethren, hath not God choſen the 
c poor of this world rich in Faith, and heirs of the 
„kingdom, which he hath promiſed to them that 
& Jove him.” Wherefore wilt thou deſpiſe the poor, 
whom God hath choſen ? Beloved Reader, I pray 
thee be not offended with the mean appearance of 
Chriſt's goſpel, but remember what Chriſt ſaid upon 
2 certain occaſion. © TI thank thee, O Father, Lord 
© of heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe 
« things from the wiſe and prudent; and haſt re- 
c yealed them unto babes: Even ſo, Father, for it 
„ ſeemeth good in thy ſight.” Therefore let not 
that ſeem bad in thy fwht, which ſeemeth good in 
the ſight of God ; who regardeth not the pomp, or 
honour of this world; but “ fitleth the hungry with 
« good things, and ſendeth the rich empty away.” 
Wiſhing thee a truly humble ſpirit, I will detain thee 
no longer from the following chapter. 


CHAP. 
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Publication of a religious Treatiſe, 72 into York- 
ſhire. Reflections on Dreams. A ſecond. remarkable 
Dream. : | 1 
THE change and alteration that was now 

made in me, was not ſhort and tranſient; 
but encreaſed more and more; as alſo my delight, 
and reliſh in the holy ſcriptures: For they were 
opened unto me by the divine ſpirit in ſuch a man- 
ner, that I was enabled to apprehend, more and 
more, the love and grace of God to my foul; 
which weaned me exceedingly from carnal delights 
and pleaſures ; though I was then but 23 years old. 
About this time, being full of love and zeal, I 
printed a little 'Treatiſe of Chriſtian Truths, entitled 
THE DocTRINE oF. JESUS CHRIST, and ſcattered 
them about wherever I could, and frequently dropt 
them down privately, into the area's of people's 
houſes, as I walked: along the ſtreets ; being greatly 
deſirous that every body might partake of the happi- 
neſs I enjoyed. And it is not impoſſible, but ſome 
perſons (into whoſe hands this book will fall) may 
perhaps have received one of thoſe treatiſes, in that 
unexpected manner, and never knew before from 

whence it came. n 5 
Soon after this, I took a journey to ſee my friends 

in Vorkſhire, and as I croſſed that paſſage of water, 

where I had been in ſo: much danger, as before men- 
tioned, my ſoul was filled with joy, to think, that 
ſo great a change had been made in me, fince that 
time. I was not now afraid of death, but rather 
wiſhed for it, as that, which would open a door for 
en to fly to Him, who had bought me with His 
blood. | 

As ſoon as I got to my native home, out of the 
abundance of my heart, I began to declare what God 

had done for my ſoul: and in every company, I 

could talk of little elſe ; the love of Chriſt conſtraining 

me to it. But I then learned, and have fince learn- 
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delight. | 


moth 


night. 
ſaith; Set not thy heart upon them, if they be not 


of perſons warned in dreams of things relating both 
; 1 to 


reer 
— . 


ed more and more, That the things of the ſpirit 
« are only ſpiritually diſcerned.” And that till God 
opens the heart, it never can entertain or receive the 
myftery of Chriſt, but Whoſoever believeth in 
& Him ſhall not be aſhamed.” 
After ſome weeks, I returned back to London; 


much in the ſame happy ſituation of mind, and ! 


was now rejoiced that I could go again, to hear the 
pipe! preached in its plain and wholeſome ſimplicity, 

he oratory and flouriſhes of man's wiſdom, were 
now taſtleſs to me. It was the theme of CHRIST 
CRUCIFIED. alone, which could give pleaſure and 


But now I come to mention a very particular 


viſion from the Lord to me, an unworthy ſinner ; 


and which is too remarkable for me ever to forget, 
4 Praiſe the Lord, O my foul, and forget not all his 


— benefits.” . 8 


The Reader may remember, that in the fifth chap- 


ter of this book, I mentioned my having had a dream, 


of a conteſt which the good and evil ſpirits had a- 


bout my ſoul; in the midſt of which, I awaked in 


much uneafineſs. But now it pleaſed the Lord in 
his „greatly to increaſe my happineſs, by 
extraordinary dream, which ſeemed to re- 
ſolve my former uncertainty about the place here 
J was going; nor can I doubt but it was ſent, as a 
peculiar bleſſing to my ſou]. : 

Before I relate this vifitation, I would obſerve, 
that though the generality of dreams, are.but con- 
fuſed reſemblances of waking ideas, and not to be 
regarded ; yet it is moſt certain from the ſcriptures 
of God, and experiencay that ſometimes the Lord is 
pleaſed to viſit his children in the viſions of the 
And the ſon of Sirach, ſpeaking of dreams, 


fent from the Moſt High, in Tay VisITATION, 


implying, that there is a diſtinction to be made, 


in ſuch caſe. And many inſtances there have been, 
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are not to be deſpiſed; though the latter are not to be 
regarded, as deſerving any attention. | 4H 

thought proper to make this digreſſion, leſt the. 
Reader ſhould imagine me to be one of thoſe perſons, 
who are diſpoſed to find omens in every idle image 
of the night, however trivial it may be; but this is 
a piece of Superſtition, which I entirely diſapprove of, 
—On the other hand, Surely the fame Lord that 
viſited Jacob, Joſeph, Samuel, and the prophets, 
(in the Old Teſtament), by dreams ; and allo ap- 


peared in the fame manner to Paul, Cornelius, and 


Peter, the Wiſe Men, Joſeph and Mary. &c. in the 
New Teſtament, can alſo viſit now in like manner, 
thoſe whom he ſeeth proper ſo to do: Nor is there 
any thing in ſcripture contradictory to it. There- 
fore I think they greatly err, who ſay, that God doth 
not, in a particular manner, ſometimes viſit his chil- 
dren now, by dreams and viſions, for their ſpiritual 
edification in divine things. I am diſpoſed to think, 
the ſerious impartial reader will be of the ſame ſen- 
timent as myſelf, when he has foberly conſidered 
the RY dream which I am now going to 
relate, as being ſent me in the day of my viſitation. 
I had been much in the enjoyment of ſpiritual 


things all the day, and at night when I went to bed, 
for ſeveral hours after, could get no ſleep, by reaſon | 
of my heart being drawn out fo earneſtly after God. 
At laſt I fell aſleep, and methought I was at home, 


fick in bed at my father's houſe, with my friends and 
relations, all ſtanding round me, hearing me talk of 
heavenly things ; for I dreamed that I had but two 
hours to live, but was in great joy, being fully aſſur- 
ed, that I was going to glory. 
I aw Chriſt Jeſus ready to receive my ſpirit. I 
thought, I employed my dying moments, in teſtify- 
ing to my relations the bleſſings of the goſpel : and 


at the expiration of the time, gave up the ghoſt. 


When immediately, I thought I flew.up into the air, 
to the place where the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſtood, in a 
| | human 


or as I remember, 
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to ſoul and body. And ſuch particular viſitation? 
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human form ; who took hold of my right hand, 
without ſaying any thing ; and began to lead me to 
heaven. As he was leading me along through the 
air, I perceived a multitude of evil ſpirits in mon- 
ſtrous forms, reſembling ſomething human, though 
of a gigantick ſize, and ſtrange odd-ſhaped arms. 
thought theſe evil fpirits made a ſort of a lane, 
through which Chriſt Jefus'did lead me along; but 
all the way they brandiſhed their arms at me, with 
great fury ; but as Chriſt approached them with me 
in his hand, they ſhrunk back, being afraid of coming 
near the Lord. When I perceived this, it gave me 
courage, and I felt unſpeakable joy in my foul; and 
I obſerved moreover, that they were chained at the 


feet by two and three together, and had no power 


to hurt me. In this manner methought I paſſed, 
until I came to the gate of heaven; my inward 
tranſports encreaſing every ſtep, beyond all deſcrip- 
When I was juſt at the entrance of this bleſied 
gate, I thought a monſter, ſomewhat like a bear, flew 
upon my left arm, and the moment I turned my eye 


upon it, it fell to the ground upon its back. Upon 


this, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt (who had ſtill hold of 
my hand) turned his face to me, and with a ſmile 
aſked, if it had hurt me? I anſwered, No, Lord ; for 
it has got no teeth, nor claws, ' I thought then that 
Chriſt put his hand to the gate of. heaven, to open it, 
and in that inſtant of time I awaked. - But Oh! no 
tongue can tell what impreſſion it made on me, 
nor can I ever forget it. For though I have here de- 
ſcribed it as well as I can, yet the divine ſenſations, 
and unutterable tranſports of my ſoul, I enjoyed in 
it, are beyond the per of any words to illuſtrate, 
and for ſome time after I hardly knew how to ſuffer 

this mortal life. | 
And now, O Reader, canſt thou think that this 
viſitation is to be ranked in the claſs of common 
dreams? Surely no: I am conſtrained to look upon 
it, as ſent from the Lord to ſtrengthen my ſoul in 
Him: And I truſt, I have been gnabled to Jearn 
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CORNELIUS CAYLEY. 49 
many choice leſſons from it, for the edification of 
my ſpirit, in the Faith of Jeſus, who was once 
« dead, but is now alive, and liveth for evermore. 
« And to whom be honour and glory, for ever and 
« ever. Amen. „ 

As digeſtion is that, which gives to food its nou- 
riſhing quality; ſo refleftien is that, which makes 
reading, or hearing of divine things, nouriſhing to 
the ſoul, For which reaſon, I will lay down my 
pen a little, to afford thee an opportunity of medi- 
tating upon, and digeſting what thou haſt read; and 
then proceed, in an impartial chriſtian = 


read, for the profit of thy ſoul, what the following 
chapter will unfold. . 0 
2 FIERO CAC TEN CEO Ia HG FOCI" tia: — 1 


CHAP. X. 


Reflections upon paſt Experiences. Thoughts concerning 
ſenſible Frames; and their Diſtinction from Faith. 
Experience of the Loſs of Frames. 
thereby. 


EFORE I paſs on to relate the occurrences 

which followed this laſt extraordinary viſitation, 
| would make a few remarks concerning the joys, 
delights and continual tranſports, with which the 
Lord was pleaſed to favour me, as already menti- 
oned in the foregoing chapters. 

And I would obſerve in the firſt place, that I was 
as yet but a babe in Chriſt, And as He is ſaid to 
carry his lambs in his hoſom, ſo he was pleaſed to 
indulge my ſoul with the ſenſible conſolations of his 
Spirit, that I might be more and more allured to run 
my chriſtian race. But this life was not ſo much 
a life of faith, as of ſenſe I was not as yet train- 
ed up to walk by faith alone: for though I had 
faith, yet without theſe ſenſible manifeſtations, it was 
not ſtrong enough to ſupport me. 5 


Secondly. Though theſe joys and comforts were 


ſo glorious to the eye of ſenſe; yet I 1ave ſince 
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ject to change and fluctuate, but in Chriſt there is 


„ n 


conſolations are not to be deſpiſed; for as the blo. 


ſenſible joys and comforts, inſtead of Him who gave 


then becomes, in the ſoul, a never-failing Spring of 


learned, that they are far inferior to that faith which 
lives upon the fullneſs of Chriſt, and upon the grace 
which is in Him. For theſe ſenſible frames are ſub- 


no change. Now, however pleaſing to fleſh and 

blood theſe frames may be, yet they do not conſti. 

tute that Kingdom which cannot be moved.“ 
Again, Notwithſtanding this : theſe comforts and 


ſom appears before the fruit of the tree, ſo theſe are 
the ſpiritual bloſſoms, which flow from Chriſt in 
the heart, concealing the fruit of faith ; which when 
it grows up, will ſtand and abide, when theſe are 
withered and gone. But in this knowledge, young 
Chriſtians ire generally very unſkilful ; for they are 
apt to live more upon theſe bloſſoms of ſenſible com- 
forts, than upon Him, who is the Fountain of Glory; 
not conſidering theſe are intended to lead their ſoul: 
.to a more enduring ſubſtance: I mean that incor- 
ruptable Righteouſneſs which is in Chriſt, which be. 
comes their own everlaſting Robe, by union with 
Him ; a treaſure, which abideth and endureth for 
ever. Now from this unſkilfulneſs it happens, that 

oung Chriſtians are for taking their reſt in ther 


them; and by this means the gifts are more high! 
eſteemed of than the Giver, which is greatly dil- 
honourable unto God. 
Hence I would obſerve, that the Lord, in order to 
cleanſe the foul from filthmeſs of ſpirit as well 2 
Meſh, is often obliged to withdraw from his children 
theſe glorious bloſſoms; and this in mercy to the! 
ſouls. And thougff, like Jacob, they are ready to 
cry out, All theſe things are againſt them! yet indeed 
it is quite the contrary : for by thus withdrawing, 
the Lord is teaching them to come up to Him, 
and to put them in poſſeſſion of HIMSELF ; who 


2 Bp Peace. 
heſe remarks, which are made from my owl 
| : experience, 


4 

h which 
he grace 
are ſub- 
there is 
leſh and 
t conſti. 
ed.“ 
forts and 
he bloſ- 
theſe are 
hriſt in 
ich when 
theſe are 
2, young 
they are 
ble com- 
f Glory; 
1eir {oul: 
x incor- 
hich be- 
ion With 
areth for 
ens, that 
in ther 
who gave 
re highly 
atly di- 


| order to 
; well as 
children 
7 to their 
ready to 
et indeed 
drawing, 
to Him, 
LF 2 Who 
Spring of 


my O WI 
per jence, 


CORNELIUS CATPE ET. 
experience, may ſerve as an introduction, to explain 
many particulars in what I have further to relate, 
concerning the Lord's gracious dealings with me; 
and may enable the Chriſtian reader, (through 
God's bleſſing) to receive that ſpiritual inſtruction 
which ſhall be to the glory of God, and the profit 
of his, or her ſoul: Amen. 

After the beforementioned dream, I went on for 
ſome time in a continual fervor of foul ; prayer be- 
ing my breath, and praiſe my recreation, Spiritual - 
books were always food to me; and to hear the 
preaching of the goſpel], was ſweeter to me than all 
worldly matters. But now, by degrees, the Lord be- 
gan to teach me how to want, as well as how to a- 
bound, for I began to find that ſometimes reading, 
hearing, praying, &c, were attended with 8 


| and barrenneſs; things which before I was not much 


acquainted with : For hitherto I found no difficulty 
in ſpiritual occupations, being generally upon the 
mount; but a gracious God began now to wean 

me from ſenſible tranſports, by letting me feel more 
and more of my own rnfuſfciency. So that fre- 
quently, I could get no reliſh in the whole bible; 
nor in praying, nor in hearing ſermons, &c. and not 
only ſo, but I experienced more and more of -the 
depravity and corruption of my nature; ſo that very 
frequently I was at a ſtand, being filled with many 
fears and doubts, leſt I ſhould be loſt after all. 
I now found that my faith was very ſmall, for 1 
hardly knew how to keep my head above water in 
the abſence of ſenſible frames. And indeed it is no 
eaſy matter to venture out upon a fpll Saviour, while 
the heart (as to ſenſe) is hard, and dead and ſtupid. 
| now found that the Lord called me to the Fight 
of Faith ;*” which was not ſo agreeable to me as a 
life of ſenſe ; though ſo neceſſary > ſpiritual progreſs. 
I was now led more and more to experience the 
weakneſs of my nature, which occaſioned much tri. 
bulation and ſorrow : So that ſometimes I was ready 
to be quite caſt down, But my merciful Saviour, to 
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3 


keep me from fainting, would now and then viſit 
me with very glorious diſcoveries of his grace and 
loye ; but ſtill they were ſhort in their ſtay. 

After I had thus gone on for ſome time, it pleaſed 
the Lord to direct me to fit under a preaching that 
was more ſuitable to my ſtate of mind. Where | 
was taught more clearly to live upon Chriſt, and his 


righteouſneſs, without ſenſible comfort, to ground 


my faith upon. By this means, I found my dead 
heart often quickened, and experienced it to be a 
more excellent way than luſting ſo much after ſen- 
fible frames and joys, which often ſteal the heart 
away from the fimplicity of Chriſt. For by this 
faith, the ſoul will ſtand its ground in the abſence 
of ſenſible manifeſtations. And it is far better to 
live upon Chriſt, than upon theſe, becauſe they are 
ſo uncertain, and fo ſubject to change. Happy is the 
man who has the ſpiritual ſkill to live upon Chriſt, 
in the midſt of ſenſible deadneſs, as well as in the 
midſt of ſenſible manifeſtations ! 

The Grace of God in Chriſt is an Infinite Incor- 
ruptable Treaſure ; and true faith lives upon this trea- 
ſure, as it is Id JEsVs. This the apoſtle had in his 
eye, when he faid to Timothy, Thou therefore 
« my fon, be ſtrong in the Grace that is in Chriſt 
& Teſus.” This Grace is out of the reach of ever 
foe ; no thief can ſteal it, nor moth corrupt it. 0 
heavenly divine faith, where the ſoul bas union with 
the fountain head, and poſſeſſes Chriſt himſelf, by 
being IN HIM They who are acquainted with this 
bleſſed experience, prove what Solomon ſaid, The 
„name of the Lord is a ſtrong tower, the righteous 
« runneth into it andas fafe,”” 

The Lord was pleafed, in fome meaſure, to teach 
me theſe things, whilſt my fleſh was exerciſed with 
frequent leanneſs, and barrenneſs. And very often, 


when I have been in this winter-ſtate, and deprived 
of ſenſible joys, the Spirit would give me ſuch views 
of the fullneſs of Chriſt, that I have ſeen more glory 
in being united ta Him, than in ten thouſand worlds, 
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or in the moſt ſenſible confolations. So that I ex- 


perienced the truth of what Chriſt ſpake to his diſ- 


ciples of the Spirit, „He ſhall giorify me, and take 


« of the things of mine, and ſhew them unto you.” 


O! blefſed be God, theſe diſcoveries greatly 


Re, and enabled me often to triumph in 
Chriſt by faith, when I was very barren and dead 
as to ſenſe. „ „„ | Ws : 

By ſuch diſpenſations as theſe I learned, more than 
ever, the myſtery of faith ; and was taught to prize 


a life of faith, beyond a life of ſenſe: though not 
without 


| eat oppoſitions and ſtruggles of unbelief, 
By which conflicts, I was frequently brought into 
great diſtreſs of ſoul, and ready to judge myſelf to 
be without grace. But till the Lord, every now and 
then, was pleaſed to renew the diſcoyeries of Him- 
ſelf, alluring me more and more to come out of my- 
ſelf and to live upon Him. Ce rope LW 

I would obſerve, that I was not only taught theſe 
things by outward preaching, but alſo 'in my walks 
and meditations ; the-Anointing from above, enlight- 
ning my ſoul to behold the things of the Spirit. 


At this time alſo, the Lord was pleaſed to caſt in 


my way ſeveral books, which He greatly ſanctified 
to the nouriſhment of my ſoul ; ſuch as Dr. Criſp's 
lermons, and Marſhal's Goſpel Myſtery of ſanctifi- 
cation, and ſome other excellent treatiſes ; ſweetly 


tending to lead ſouls unto. the Rock that is higher 
And indeed I ſtood in need of 


than themſelves. 
goſpel cordials, for I experienced ſo much of the 
inſufficiency and helpleſſneſs of my own nature, 
that had it not been for the views which were given 


me of greater treaſures in Chriſt, I could not have 


ſupported it. 1 
Notwithſtanding the ineſtimable treaſures which 
faith diſcovers, the ſoul (through diffidence and un- 
belief) is very difficultly brought to lean on Chriſt; 
but would fain take up its reſt in the ſtreams of 
grace, which He is pleaſed to communicate: By rea- 


fon of which injudiciouſneſs, the Lord in mercy often 
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takes away the ſtreams, that He may become all 
3: things to his children; and that they may know the * 
j = unſearchable riches of his love, which never fadeth, vc. 


1 but remains the ſame to-day, yeſterday and for ever. 
j | 0 What a glorious exclamation doth the Pſalmiſt make An 
5 upon the conſideration of this matter! which I will ex 
1 here recite, and ſo conclude the preſent chapter, W thc 
1 x: 4% Bleffed are the people that know the joytul ſound: ebl 
[1 They ſhall walk, O Lord, in the light of Th) : 
| «countenance, In Thy name ſhall they rejoice all the 
9 « the day: And in Thy righteouſneſs thall they be ter 


FFP 
— 


1 « exalted, For Thou art the glory of their ſtrength: be 
4 * And in Thy favour ſhall our horn be exalted, on 
1 For the Lord is our defence: And the Holy One rea 
{| of Ifrael is our King.” cul 

BH n | | << 
} f Þ Beyond my Faith, and every Grace, 4 
1 Fl} Glory in Thy Righteouſneſs. 4 75 Ch 
13 Thy Gifts are ſweet, I grateful own, _ 46 
1 But, O my Lord !--- Thou. art my Crown. 46 
1 CHAT AS x 
| YE Exerciſe of Soul about the Doctrine Election. Triud 1 
1 Faith, the beſt Faith. Aduice to the Reader. ” 
| 1 FT this time, I received no ſmall advantages W © 
1 A from the converſation of thoſe who lived in 4 
141 the experience of what I quoted from the pſalms, 7 
Ft in the cloſe of the foregoing chapter. And I found 4 
1 that the matter of their joy was not their frames, 46 
11 but Chriſt Jeſus their Lord. By reaſon of which, jar 
Ft they poſſeſt an habitwal peace in the inward man. all 
Yi Now the Lord, by his bleffed Spirit, did often con- life 
Fi. vince me, that it was my privilege to enter into the of 
1 fame reſt. I was inwardly perſuaded, the founda- fic: 
11 tion of a crucified Saviour was ſtrong enough to flo 
'F: ſupport a conſtant joy. And I always found it of 
1 ſtrongly inculcated by the apoſtles ; eſpecially. by the 2 
| | | apoſile: Paul, wha directed his converts to Rejoice aff 
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„kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 
ee righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.“ 


though at the ſame time attended with frequent 


that the children of God, are The Called accord- 


„ His ſon, that He might be the firſt-born among 


of . were ſecured unto them. 
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« in the Lord always: and again,” (ſays he) “ I 
« fay rejoice.” And he alſo declareth, that“ The 


And by waiting upon the Lord, I found by rich 
experience, the truth of theſe" things in ſome degree, 


ebbs and flows. Es | | 

Whilſt I was-thus under the gracious dealing of 
the Lord, my ſpirit was often troubled about a mat-- 
ter which, I dare ſay, moſt of God's children have 
been perplexed with ; and that was, whether I was 
one of the Elect or no? For I plainly perceived in 
reading the ſcriptures, that God's people were a pe- 
culiar people, diſtinguiſhed under the character of 
«© Sheep, Abraham's ſeed, and Heirs of eternal 
„ life, &c.” I alſo obſerved, that the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt declared, that none thould pluck them out 
*« of His hand,” and that His ſheep knew His 
c voice, &c.” And in reading the 8th chapter to 
the Romans, I remarked that the apoſtle Paul 
fpeaks particularly concerning this matter ; declaring 


« ing to His purpoſe.” And then goes on in theſe 
words: For whom he did foreknow He alſo did 
<« predeſtinate to be conformed to the image of 


“ many brethren. Moreover, whom He did predel- 
cc tinate, them He alſo called: And whom He 
e called, them He alſo juſtified: And whom He 
<« juſtified, them He alſo glorified.” By theſe, and 

innumerable other paſſages, I was convinced, that 
all true believers were choſen in Chriſt unto eternab 
life beſore the world began : And that all the bleſſings 
of redemption, effectual calling, juſtification, ſancti- 
fication, and glorification, were as fo many ſtreams 
flowing from this choice, and which, in the covenant 


ow the conſideration of theſe things greatly 
affected my mind, and. filled me with terrible fears 
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takes away the ſtreams, that He may become all 
things to his children ; and that they may know the 
unſearchable riches of his love, which never fadeth, 
but remains the ſame to-day, yeſterday and for ever, 
What a glorious exclamation doth the Pfalmift make 
upon the conſideration of this matter! which I will 


here recite, and ſo conclude the prefent chapter, 


«© Blefled are the people that know the joytul ſound: 
They ſhall walk, O Lord, in the light of Th 
«' countenance, In Thy name ſhall they rejoice all 
the day: And in Thy righteouſneſs thall they be 
c ee For Thou art the glory of their ſtrength: 


* And in Thy favour ſhall our horn be exalted, 


For the Lord is our defence: And the Holy One 


Dol Ifrael is our King.“ 


Beyond my Faith, and every Grace, 

Il Glory in Thy Righteouſneſs. 

Thy Gifts are ſweet, I grateful own, ” 
But, O my Lord !---Thov. art my Crown. 


_ CHAP. XI. 
Exerciſe of Soul about the Doctrine of Eleftion. Trial 
Faith, the beſt Faith. Advice to the Reader. 


T this time, I received no ſmall advantages 
A from the converſation of thoſe who lived in 
the experience of what I quoted from the pſalms, 
in the cloſe of the foregoing chapter. And I found 
that the matter of their Joy was not their frames, 
but Chriſt Jeſus their Lord.. By reaſon of which, 
they poſſeſt an habitaml peace in the inward man. 
Now the Lord, by his bleſſed Spirit, did often con- 
vince me, that it was my privilege to enter into the 
ſame reſt. I was inwardly perſuaded, the founda- 
tion of a crucified Saviour was ſtrong enough to 
ſupport a conſtant joy. And I always found it 
ſtrongly inculcated by the apoſtles ; eſpecially. by the 
apoſtle Paul, wha directed his converts. to Rejoice 
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in the Lord always: and again,” (fays he) “ I 
« ſay rejoice.” And he alſo declareth, that“ The 
% kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 
© righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt,” . 
And by waiting upon the Lord, I found by rich 
experience, the truth of theſe things in ſome degree, 


though at the ſame time attended with frequent 


ebbs and flows. 185 445: bs 
Whilſt I was-thus under the gracious dealing of 
the Lord, my ſpirit was often troubled about a mat-- 
ter which, I dare ſay, moſt of God's children have 
been perplexed with ; and that was, whether I was 


one of the Ele& or no? For I plainly perceived in 


reading the ſcriptures, that God's le were a pe- 
culiar people, diftinguiſhed under the character. of 
«© Sheep, Abraham's ſeed, and Heirs of eternal 
life, &c,” I alſo obſerved, that the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt declared, that none thould pluck them out 
6 of His hand,” and that His ſheep knew His 
% voice, &c.” And in reading the 8th chapter to 
the Romans, I remarked that the apoſtle Paul 
ſpeaks particularly concerning this matter; declaring 
that the children of God, are The Called accord- 
„ ing to His purpoſe.” And then goes on in theſe 
words: For whom he did foreknow He alſo did 
e predeſtinate to be conformed to the image of 
” His ſon, that He might be the firſt-born among 
“ many brethren. Moreover, whom He did —. | 
& tinate, them He alſo called: And whom He 
<« called, them He alſo juſtified: And whom He |} 
<« juſtified, them He alſo glorified.” By theſe, and 
ianumerable other paſſages, I was convinced, that | 
all true believers were choſen in Chriſt unto eternal 
life before the world began : And that all the bleſſings 
of redemption, effectual calling, juſtification, ſancti- 
fication, and glorification, were as ſo many ſtreams 
flowing from this choice, and which, in the covenant 
of grace, were ſecured unto them. | 

| the conſideration of theſe things greatly 
affected my mind, and. filled me with terrible fears 
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56 LIFE and CONVERSION or 
and vehement deſires. For this thought would of- 
ten ſtick 
I am one of God's Ele&t? This ſometimes put me 
to a ſtand, and I could not tel! what to fay. Again, 
the diſcovery of the happy and bleſſed eſtate of thoſe 
who were choſen of G | 
ſpeakable deſires to be of that bleſſed number, 
<< Whoſe names were written in the book of life.” 
In conſequence of my being thus agitated with theſe 
fears and deſires, I was ſpurred on to be very earneſt 
In prayer, and in the uſe of the means and ordinances 


of Chriſt, that ſo I might be enabled to make my 


6 calling and election ſure,” to my own conſcience, 
For Oh ! I could not bear the thought of being out 
of Chriſt, But the way by which I moſt conſtantly 
got relief out of theſe miſgiving fears, was by caſt- 
ing myſelf as a poor ſinner upon the mercy of God 
in Chriſt, . truſting in His blood and righteouſneſs 
for the ſalvation of my foul. And indeed, though 


the Lord often permitted me to be ſorely tried about 


theſe weighty points, yet He was graciouſly pleaſed 
not to let me be overcome, but ſtept in to my relief, 


and frequently witnefled with my ſpirit that He was 


my Lord and God. | 

With regard to theſe and all ſuch fort of trials, I 
would obſerve, that by them my foul was more and 
more eſtabliſhed in the faith ; and confirmed in the 


grace of God. For the faith that is tried, is the beſt 


faith. And I am perſuaded that a ſound faith in any 


goſpel truth, meets with frequent conflicts by reaſon 
of ſatan's temptations, and fleſhly reaſonings; and 
conſequently, muſt expect to meet with many brunts 
and oppoſitions, before f can be ſtedfaſt and firm. 
And it is by ſuch difficulties and oppoſitions that faith 
grows ſtronger and ſtronger; and ſo gains richer 
experiences of the truth and faithfulneſs of a gracious 
God. 

And now, O Chriſtian Reader, let me addreſs a 
word to thee by way of edification. Art thou, or 


haſt thou been, tried in the manner I have been 
: ſpeaking 


upon me, How do I know whether or no 
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ſpeaking of? If ſo, then learn, that thy caſe is. not 
ingular ; but that it is the common Jot of God's 
children. Again, under all ſuch conflicts, reaſon 
not with ſatan, but fly for refuge to the Lord : And 
be aſſured, that if thou art enabled to truſt in Him, 
that „“ He will in no wiſe caſt thee out.” There- 
fore, if thou art troubled about thy election, remem- 
ber that no man can know his election, before he be- 
lieves in Jeſus Chriſt, If thou art a believer, then 
thou art one of God's ele&; yea, though thy faith 
may be but as a grain of muſtard ſeed. Therefore 
lift up thy drooping head, and give all diligence in 
the uſe of Chriſt's ordinances, to make thy calling 
and election ſo ſure to thy own conſcience, that 
thou mayeſt . rejoice in the Lord with joy un- 
„ ſpeakable and full of glory: Till thou ſhalt be 
perſuaded that neither death, nor life, nor __ | 
“nor principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, 
* nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate thee 
from the love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus thy 
* Lord.—What ſhall we then ſay to theſe things? 
* IF GoD BE FOR Us, who can be againſt us? 
Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
** elect? It is God that juſtifieth.” To Him be 
glory and praife for ever and ever, Amen. 


The Golden Chain. 


Romans viii. 28, &c, 


J. ä 
LL Things ſhall work for Good, we know. 
To them that Jeſus love: | 
Who are the CalPd on earth below, 
As Purpos'd was Above. 
II. 
Whom God foreknew, He did decres 
Should wear Chrift's Image bright; 
That *mongſ His Brethren, He might be 
The Firſt-born Child of Light. | 
| AN III. Mare- 


Who ſhall againſt the Lord's EleR, * 
Lay any thing to charge? 
| God Juſtifies :—my Soul reflect! 
| With Chriſt, thou art at-large. 


VIL 


Who ſhall condemn ? ”Tis Chriſt that dy'8 : 
Yea more, is rais'd again; 

And ever at _ Father's fide, 
He pleads His death and pain. 
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: ** Moreover whom He did Ordain, 
. He Call'd: then Juſtify'd: 
J And, that He might compleat the ca. N 
1 | Them alſo Glorify'd. 
; W. 
| What ſhall we then to theſe Things ſay ? N 
+ 2 0 If God be on our ſide, 
9 Who can (that would, oppoſe our way) C 
[0 Ere ſtop FREE GRACE's Tide? 
| If God, His Son, from bitt'reſt woe, | = 
7 | From Juſtice, did not ſpare, 
4 How ſhall He not with Him beſtow, It 
1 | Freely, all things to ſhare. fab 


» Nr m Lad N © Kd * 8 f 1 4 
7 * "EIS _ * * _ Dm . 
— E ̃ ³˙ AA ˙¹—Ü⁰A E 2 


11 ? | VIII. 
1 Who ſhall His Love from us divide? 
— 14 Shall famine, or diftreſs ? 
Or perſecution, if we're try'd ; 
Or ſword, or nakedneſs > 
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We're killed aff day long, 
As Sheep for ſlaughter, led to ſtake, 
By Cain and Iſhmael's ng, ) 


X. 


In all theſe things, moſt ſurely we 
Much more than Conqu'rors prove, 
Through Him who dy'd to ſet us free, 
3 His Almighty Love, — 
XI. I am 


I. I am 
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Eo 3 d : XI. | : 
am perſuaded in my Heart, 
Through all Creations wide, 
No power there is can ever part, 
Chriſt and His Blood-bought Bride. 
. 
Not earth, nor hell, with all their hate, 
Tho?” join'd in cloſeſt band, | 
Can us, from God, e'er ſeparate, 
Or pluck us from His Hand. 
A 
His Truth and Goodneſs is the Rock, 
Which all the Church ſuſtains : 
It ſtands unmov'd in every ſhock, 
And GRACE for EVER Reigns. 
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CHAP. XII 


A ſolemn Dedication of myſelf to God. Strong 1mpulſes 
| / preach the Goſpel ; ok thereof. * 23 
ordinary _—_— . Ting the Author of his Call 

to that Work. His fir/? attempt in private. His 
il ſucceſs from truſting to Notes. Encouraged by 
truſting in the Lord, Plan «of preaching, with re- 
flectians upon the Miniſterial Employ. 

HE particulars of what I have hitherto related, 
ſince my firſt acquaintance with Mr, Hervey, 

were contained in about a twelvemonth's ſpace ; in 

which time I experienced many other gracious deal- 
ings of the Lord to my ſoul, which I omit tor bre- 
vity's ſake, as alſo through an inability to deſcribe 
many ſpiritual diſcoveries and ſenſations of the 
myſtery of the grace of God, appearing in the re- 
demption of Jeſus Chriſt, which frequently were out 
of the reach of any words to deſcribe. Only let it 

{ſuffice to ſay, by theſe things I was more and more 
convinced of the exceedihg miſerable and unhappy 
{tate of a natural man; and of the exceeding glorious 


and happy ſtate of a regenerated man, 
: Oh 
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extract of which is here copied 


— 


Oh how little doth a blinded carnal world con- 
ceive what divine fecrets are communicated to thoſe 
ſouls, that are quickened by the Spirit of God to ſe 
themſelves new creatures” in the holy humanity 
of the Second Man, the Lait Adam, who is the 
Image of the inviſible God,” and in whom, „ all 
the fullneſs of the Godhead dwelleth bodily.” 
How little doth the wiſdom of an unregenerate world, 
apprehend the unutterable ſweets that ſuch ſouls find 


In the e rmagr of the grace and love of that God, 


who maniteſts Himſelf in their hearts, as the per- 
fection of beauty, and as their incorruptable and e- 
ternal portion, „which abideth and endureth for 
* ever.” But to return from whence I have digreſ- 
ſed, and to proceed in my narrative. | 

One day (according to the ſubjoined date) I was 
in a very folemn frame of mind, occupied in confi- 
dering what it might coſt me to follow Jeſus Chriſt 
in his life and doctrine. Whilſt I was ſo employed, 
I found the Spirit of God ſtrongly allured me to 
make a particular dedication of myſelf to Him. An 
rom what I wrote 
down on that occaſion. | 195 


Thou ever adorable Lamb, in whom are 
hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 
„ ledge; Thou art the Father of mercies and the 
« God of all comfort and conſolation. , I am igno- 
& rant, but Thou haſt a treaſure of wiſdom. I am 
&« groping continually in darkneſs and delufion, but 
„% Thou art the Sun of Righteouſneſs, containing 
& an infinite ocean of pure light. I am weak and 
« feeble, and in myſe# a prey to every temptation, 
„ but in Thee, Lord, is everlaſting ſtrength and 
«© power. I know not how to conduct myſelf in 
« hfe, but Thou art the good ſhepherd, and art a 
© ſure rock of defence to all that put their truſt in 
c "Thee. Thou art all love, all power, all wiſdom 
< and knowledge. Where then, Lord, can a poor 
& ſinful, weak, ignorant, helpleſs creature, ſhelter 
« himſelf from all danger but in Thee? 


160 
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d con. < Lord, upon Thy invitation that. Thou wilt caſt 
o thoſe none out that come unto Thee, I commit all my 
| to ſee “ concerns, ſpiritual and temporal, to Thy care. 
manity « I commit my ſoul unto 'Thy free mercy for 1 * 
) is the “ vation, thro” Thuy all-ſufficient merits alone. 

„ all MW © Thy blood and rightaoulpel I will truſt all m 
odily,” I © future hopes. And in Thy wiſdom, righteoul. 
world, ll © neſs, ſanctification and redemption, I commit my 
ils fad “ foul againſt the fleſh, the world, and the devil; 

t God, % and do believe, that the ſame is ſufficient to fit 
ie per- me according to Thy blefſed image, notwith- 
and e-“ ſtanding my corruptions, and the power of ſatan. 
eth ſor “ Thou art my ſtrength, of whom Mal be afraid ? 
digreſ- “In Thy ſtrength I commit myſelf, and am ſafe. 

«© And now, O Lord Jefus, I commit all the 
) I was concerns of this world to Thy care and protection: 
confi. “ and do believe, that whatever happens, ſhall be 

Chriſt “ for my good. If poverty, ſickneſs or reproach 


ployed, . ſhould be my lot, I know they will be a bleſſing 

me to to me. If contempt, ſcoff and ridicule ſhould be 

\ An © my portion, I know they will be bleſſings, for 
* which I ſhould praiſe T Thee for Thy — 


| t 
wo N* Lord, 'Thou ah Thyſelf for me; ſave y, then, 
Thou wilt refuſe nothing that is for my good. 


om are “ Lord, I do believe, through Thy grace, that Thou 

know- M © wilt not. Then what can hurt me? Nothing: 

nd tie M © Thou art my portion. 

n igno- „I this day take Thee for my Saviour, my Re- 
Jam M © deemer, my guide and protector, and the rock of 

on, but © my hopes, for all mercies, whether ſpiritual or 

tainins Ml © „ Thus, Lord, I roll all my concerns 


ak 2nd M © upon Thee; and know nothing can hurt me. 
ration, * The world, nor ſin, nor the powers of hell can 
th and MW * rob me of Thy protection. And now, I beſeech 
yfeifm WW. Thee, accept my ſou] and body, and all that 1 
id art 2 have, and uſe me as an unworthy inſtrument to 
truſt in “ „ Thy glory: I give myſelf up to Thee, O Lord, 


wilom „ intirely. O remove all obſtacles that would im- 
a poor 0 pede me! I would henceforth live only unto 
ſhelter | Thee. Thus, Lord, in Thy ſtrength I enter 

| * <« into 


vations 
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« into this covenant; and will be ſatisfied with 
c whatever Thou art pleaſed to beſtow upon me, as 
“ being confident I ſhall have every bleſſing, tem- 
< poral and ſpiritual, as ſhall be for Thy honour 
« and glory, and my own good. Witneſs my hand, 


FRI D Ax, | 4 
FEB. 14, 1752. CORNELIUS i 


I muſt inform the Reader, that within the laſt 
mentioned period, for about three quarters of a year, 
I was continually urged and prompted in my mind, 
to preach publickly that goſpel which made me fo 
happy. And this for two reaſons. The One; be- 
cauſe my foul was conſtantly hungring and thirſting, 
that my fellow creatures might be partakers of the 
ſame happineſs. The Other; from my perceiving 
very plainly, that the doctrines of grace once owned 
and acknowledged by the Church of England, in her 
articles and homilies, &c. and alſo by the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, in their confeſſions of faith in the Aſ- 
ſembly's catechiſm, &c. were now greatly departed 
from, and neglected both by miniſters and people: 
And that in the place of theſe doctrines, a new ſyſtem 
of divinity was . ſubſtituted ; conſiſting of Arminian, 
Pelagian, and Socinian errors, tending to the ſubver- 
fion of the true goſpel, and to the keeping of ſouls 
in groſs Egyptian darkneſs ; ſtrangers to the corrup- 
tion of their own nature, and ſtrangers to the prace 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and falvation by Him, 
And now, that I was brought to experience ſome- 
what of theſe great and important truths, my eyes 
were opened to diſcern, what. numbers of, perſons 
were conffiting themſelves with a round of exter- 

nal duties, without being acquainted with any thing 
more in religion than the outward form; denying 
the power of Godlineſs, and mocking and perfecut- 
ing all thoſe who profeſſed to know the ſame. 

But now I found my defires grew more and more 
vehement; and my uneaſineſs encreaſed ſo much, 


that I could not reſt, Upon which I cried earneſtly 
” to 
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to the Lord, d by day, that I might be directe d 
into the good pleaſure of His will concerning this 


matter; and my ſpirit was drawn out to beg of Him, 


that if it was His will that I fhonld preach the 
goſpel, that I might, by ſome means or other, be 
made ſatisfied of the fame. I was very ſure, that I 
was not urged to the miniſterial employ” by any 
proſpect of filthy lucre, or temporal honour, be- 
cauſe I knew in the manner I propoſed to follow it, 


that the world would mock and jeer, and reproach - 
me, and that it might entirehydput a ſtop to my 


temporal proſpects of preferment at Court. So mean 
a thing is it in the eye of the world, to be a preacher 


of the goſpel to the poor. I knew I muſt expect a 


thouſand reproaches from many quarters, if I went 
out into the highways and hedges, to ſeek after 
„The loſt: ſheep of the Houſe of Iſrael, and to 
preach unto them * the Kingdom of God.” 


none of theſe conſiderations deterred me; only I was 
pride and ſeif-coriceit ſhould be at the bot- 
tom; being jealous of the deceitfulneſs of my own 
heart. And yet (as I ſaid before) I knew that (in 
the manner in which I propoſed to preach the goſpel,) 
the world would mock and ſcoff at ity, and :CilOUuuLy 
commerce with me, and be aſhamed of my com- 
pany. So great a ſcandal is it, in the oy of this 
preſent degenerate age, to be a preacher of the goſpel 
n its plainneſs and ſimplicity, according to the Word 
of God. 

Thus was I toſſed in my mind, till at laſt it pleaſed 
the Lord to open a door for me in the following 
manner: One morning being very earneſt in prayer 
concerning theſe things, and wreſtling with the Lord 
even to an agony, proſtrate on my face; a perſon 
knocked at my chamber door, upon which I roſe 
up and opened it, and found it was a miniſter of the 
goſpel, who was lately come to London, and whom 
had heard preach ſometimes with much approba- 
tion; but had no further acquaintance with him, 

1 than 


But 
ſuch was muy thirſt after this glorious employ, that 
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than exchanging a few words in our way home from 
the meeting. After he had fat down a little, he 
furprized me exceedingly by ſaying, that he came to 
tell me, that he was perſuaded in his mind, that 
the Lord had called me to preach the goſpel! of His 
grace; and though he ſaid he could not tell where, 
nor with whom I ſhould labour; yet he was urged 
in his mind to let me know, he was ſtrongly per- 

ſuaded that I was called to the wor. 
Let the reader judge how ſurpriſed I muſt be, to 
hear this from one who was a ſtranger to me, and 
quite unacquainted with my. thoughts about entring 
into the miniſtry; and alſo coming at the very 
time I was praying to the Lord for direction in this 
point. After he had delivered his meſſage, I made 
many objections, and concealed from him the work- 
ings which I had had in my own fpirit, as well 28 
what T was about when he came and knocked at 
the door. But though I ſeemed not to take any 
great notice of what he ſaid, yet I pondered it much 
in my mind, and found the more I converſed with 
him, the more plainly the hand of the Lord appear- 
ed in this unexpected viſit. Amongſt many other 
things, he told me that if I would exercife myſel 
with a for friendc in privatc, 1 might be enabled to 
diſcern, whether the Lord opened my mouth or no; 
for he urged, that if I was really called by the Lord, 
I ſhould And both enlargement of heart, and freedom 
of ſpeech; and by ſome trials of this fort, with the 
help of the judgement of experimental Chriſtians, I 
might come to know more We e the mind of 
God, Whether it was my duty to ſpeak in His name, 

or to hold my tongue. | | 

Now this advice appeared to me far from being 
contemptible; and I was reſolved, with God's leave, 
to purſue it. eee ſome ſhort time after, |! 
gathered about forty or fifty perſons, in a private ſo- 
ciety, and (for the firſt time) went to exerciſe in 
prayer. And it pleaſed the Lord fo to fill my heart 
with the ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication, that I ro 
no 
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After this was done, I began to ſpeak from that text, 
«© Rejoice always in the Lord, and again I ſay rejoice.“ 
And I found ſuch enlargement of heart, and freedom 
of ſpeech, that I was aſtoniſhed ; and the company 
appeared to be much affected; and one woman in 
particular, u ho had been in great diſtreſs of ſou], re- 
ceived much blefling from the fame. This encou- 
razed me to a ſecond meeting; in which I found the 
Lord was much with me, and the woman before- 
mentioned was j under this ſecond trial) ſet at liberty 
in her ſoul, and enabled to rejoice by faith in God 
her Saviour. I now began to get more courage, and 
found that (in repeated exerciſes of this ſort) the 
Lord bleſt and comforted my own ſoul ; and I was 
more and more perſuaded, that I was moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt, to take upon me the work of the Mini- 


ſtry. And let no man judge this as an enthufiaſtical 


fancy, * for it is quite agreeable to ſcripture, and 
what every Church of England Miniſter declares of 
himſelf, before he is ordained ; our Proteſtant Refor- 
mers thinking it highly neceſſary that every true Mi- 
niſter ſhould be ſo called, and ſo declare. 


Thus I went on as I remember for ſome weeks; 
but ſtill in private. At laſt, I thought I would venture 


a trial in publick preaching, in one of the Methodiſt 
congregations at Lorinors Hall. And now being a- 
bout to appear ſo openly, ſome days before the time 
I ſtudied and wrote down a ſermon, which I deſigned 
to get off by heart ; being afraid to truft the Lord 
for a ſufficient ſupply, when the time came, But 
alas | I found this wiſdom of mine was meer folly ; 
and ſprang from unbelief. For what cauſe had I to 
doubt of the Lord's aſſiſtance now as well as hereto- 
fore? It was the fear of being confounded before 
a publick congregation, which induced me to take a 
ſtep, that I judged the moſt likely to prevent ſuch a 
thing, But in this particular I found by experience, 

. - how 


* Vide my printed Letter to Mr, Potter, Page 22, 23, for what 
I have further ſaid on this point, 
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not refrain from overflowing in floods of joyful tears. 
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how empty and vain a thing it is, to truſt to an arm 
of fleth : For when 1 was going into the pulpit, not- 
withſtanding I had got my leſſon ſo well, my heart 
failed me, and my knees knocked together : For as 
I had truſted to my memory and not to the Lord, I 
found myſelf deſtitute of the aſſiſtance of his Spirit; 


and after I had given out my text, I forgot my plan 


and method, and was not able to remember my heads, 
nor any thing elſe; and made the pooreſt piece of 
work of it that could be. — Thus was the Lord pleaſ- 
ed to let me ſee my folly, and permitted me to ap- 
pear in ſuch a broken diſconcerted manner before the 
people, as filled me with grief and ſhame, 

As foon as I got home I pondered upon what had 
paſt; and thought that I would preach no more; 
but as I began. to ſuſpeR that my ill ſucteſs was ow. 
ing to my unbelief and truſting to myſelf, I thought 


I would venture to preach again, and entirely truft 


the Lord, both for matter and manner; and if ! 
found that He did not aſſiſt me, then I would con- 
chude, it was a call for me not to proceed any fur- 
ther in the work. of preaching the goſpel. 

With this reſolution, I ſoon after entered the pul- 
pit a ſecond time, without premeditating what [ 
mould fay ; and bleſſed be God ! I then had a moſt 
ſweet enlargement of heart and liberty of ſpeech ; ſo 
that it was very manifeſt that the Lord was with 
me. Upon this I was quite revived ; and reſolved 
that for the time to come, I would entirely depend 
on the Lord, for the aſſiſtance of His holy Spirit to 
enable me to preach. And bleſſed. be His holy 
name ! for near fix years that I have Jaboured as an 
unworthy vant of Jeſus Chriſt, in the miniftry of 
the goſpel, (viz. to the preſent year 1758) I have 
never had any reaſon to repent this truſt ; but he ha: 
been pleaſed to help and aſſiſt me, even beyond my 
expectations, So that by virtue of faith in Him, 
I find it much eaſier and pleaſanter, to face the lar- 
geſt congregation with a dependance on His holy 
Spirit, than if J had my diſcourſes penn'd down before 
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me in the pulpit, And I can truly fay, that the ſer- 
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mon beforementioned, which I took ſo much pains- 
in ſtudying beforehand, was the moſt imperfect, inco- 


herent harangue, that ever I made. And the Lord 


made it an effectual means to prevent my ever truſt- 
ing to ſuch a broken reed again; teaching me plainly 
that my duty was to depend ſolely on Him. And in 
ſo doing I hope I can fay, I have found © my la- 
„ bour not in vain. in the Lord,” For which I de- 
fire to aſcribe unto Him, all honour and glory, and 
praiſe, now and for evermore, Amen. FO 
Thus in the year 1752, about the ſummer ſeaſon, . 
L entered upon the ſacred employ of preaching the 
glad tidings of peace by Jeſus Chriſt” in the 24th 
year of my age: being encouraged ſo to do by the 
reaſons beforementioned, and the preſſing ſolicitations 
of many people, who profeſſed to be edified thereby. 
Now let it be obſerved, that the plan. I ſet out 
with, (and have ever ſince continued) was to preach 
the goſpel wherever I could, without reſpect to any 
party, ſect, or denomination whatever.—Being fully 
perſuaded, that all perſons might be ranked into two- 
claſſes ; either ſuch, as were in their natural ſtate, 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins, not having the Son.“ 
Or ſuch, 2s were © regenerated, quickened, and 
made alive by the ſpirit, and have the Son.” In 
conſequence of this perſuaſion, I conſidered perſons 
only as believers or unbelievers, whatever their out- 
ward modes, forms, or ceremonies might be : which. 
many are abundantly more zealous for and earneſt 
about, than the weightier concern of “ following 
« Chriſt in the regeneration, and being changed into 
His image, from the beholding His glory, by the 
Spirit of wiſdom, and revelation, in the knowledge. 
* of: Him, as the eternal ſalvation of their fouls.” 
This view. of things, made me not willing to join 
with any denomination in particular; though willing 
to give my labours wherever I might be received.. 
And, accordingly, I preached in ſeveral different. 
Chriſtian Societies in London, who thought they 
1 perceived: 
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perceived in me the Grace of God, and a Call to 


preach the ſame. 110 8 
Another thing I was alſo convinced of; which was, 
that Jeſus Chriſt had conſecrated the whole earth to 
preach the Goſpel in, and that His precious Blood, 
which was ſpilt upon the ground, (once curſed for 
man's fake) now hallowed and ſanctified it, and made 
it lawful for the true miniſters of His goſpel to preach 


it every where, according to his command: Who 


never intended it ſhould be confined to be preached 


in ſuch and ſuch particular places of man's appoint- 


ment.—For it is frequently the duty of Miniſters, to 
de go into the highways and hedges,” to preach the 
goſpel to ſuch fouls, as would not perhaps come 
within a place of worſhip ; and who (nevertheleſs) 
by this means, are often brought home into Chriſt's 
fold. And (whatever proud man may think !) the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift is as ready to give His Bleſſing 
to His Word preached in the field, as well as in rhe 
temple : Which if it is not for the honour and glory 
of this world, is however very much for the glory 
of God, and the good of ſouls; which ought to be 
the main concern of all ſuch, who profeſs themſelves 

to be Miniſters of Je:us Chriſt, 5 
The Reader may judge, whether T was not ſure 
of meeting with much oppoſition in purſuing ſuch a 
plan.—And indeed, I found enough of it.— For I 
was preſently condemned from many quarters ; ſome 
crying out that I was a fool, a madman, an enthuſiaſt, 
&c. others, that I ſhou'd certainly be turned out of 
my place at Court, and Joſe all my proſpects there ; 
and many other ſuch fort of exclamations, All 
which I wagggvel! aware of before, and hope had 
counted the coſt: And being perſuaded I was diſcharg- 
ing my duty towards God and man, I was enabled 
in the Lord's ſtrength to go on in his name; know- 
ing that it 1 fought to pleaſe men, I ſhould not 
6 he the ſervant of Chriſt.“ —And though this em- 
ploy ſeemed ſo deſpicable unto many, yet to me, it 
appeared highly hanourable, and worthy of purſuing. 
| Accord- 
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Accordingly, I was enabled to proceed in the fame, 
with much ſpiritual joy and delight, though attended 
with many troubles in the fleſh ; the particulars of 
which I think needleſs to trouble the reader with; 
only thus much I would obſerve, that th would have 
proved inſupportable, had not the Lord “ ſtrengthen- 
« ed me with might, by his ſpirit in the inner 
% man ;” graciouſly pouring into my foul, the con- 
ſolations of His Love, which were beyond all earthly 
Joys and for which I defire to praiſe the holy name 
of that Jeſus who though deſpiſed and rejected of 
«© men, is exalted above every name, and has all 
c power both in heaven and in earth,” and whom 
I acknowledge as my only Lord, and God, and Sa- 


ever. AMEN, ks 
| Under the Shadow of Thy Wing, 
May I for-ever flee! | 
For no ſuch Joys the World can bring, 
As thoſe, Which flow from Thee. 
— eee Ons — : — — — In 
CHAP. XIII. 

The particular Doctrines, which the Author was led to 
preach, agreeable to the articles of the Church of 
England; with reflections on the ſuperſtition and 
perſecuting ſpirit of many in that Church. Some re- 


markable inſlances of converſion in dying Perſons. 
Reflections on the ſame, with an addreſs to the Reader. 


AVING in the laſt chapter, given ſome ac- 
| count of my call to the work of the Miniftry, 
and my plan in ſetting out in the exerciſe of that 
function, it will (I truſt) be for the glory of: God, 
and the edification of my readers, to proceed in rela- 
ing fuch particular facts and circumſtances, as may 
ſerve to evidence, illuſtrate, -and confirm the great 
and glorious truths of the goſpel, which ſo many 
wilfully ſhut their eyes againſt ; fulfilling that ſerip- 
ture, © This is the condemnation, that light is come- 
| into; 


5” * 


viour; worthy of honour, and glory, now and for- 


i 
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& into the world, but men love darkneſs rather than 
light, Ke, John Bf. 19. 

Now thoſe truths, which I inwardly — 
and proved to be the life and conſolation of my own 
ſoul, were what I preached in tlie pulpit: Where 
I laboured, firſt, to ſet forth the exceeding miſerable 
and loſt ſtate of man by nature, through the fin of 
Adam, rendering him incapable of bringing forth 


any good fruit in the fight of God, whilſt in this cor- 


rupted ſtate; which is the natural ſtate and condition 
of every man and woman, that ever came into the 
world fince Adam, Chriſt only excepted. —Then I 


_ proceeded to publith ! Remiſſion of Sins, Peace and 


Salvation in the name.of Chriſt,” by endeavouring 
to ſhew, how that by his active and paſſive obedience 
to the law, He had wrought out a righteouſneſs 
anſwerable to all its demands; „Which is unto and 
upon all them that believe.” By which righteouſ- 
neſs, the believer is juſtified and reconciled in the 
ſight of God; and alfo in his own conſcience : From 
whence ſpringeth, Peace with God, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt,” After which I laboured to ſhew, how 
that this faith, which aſſureth the foul of its JusT1- 
FICATION BY CHRIST, is productive of all good 
works, according to the meafure of its aſſurance : 
which good works nevertheleſs, are not the cauſes ot 
juſtification and righteouſneſs ; but are the fruits of 
juſtification and righteouſneſs : Even that PERFECT, 
and INCORRUPTIBLE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST, 
in which the Believer is EN ROBED, and ſtands before 
his God; „holy and unblameable i in love, without 
ſpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing.” 

This is brief, though imperfect. ſketch of the 
doctrines which I was led to-preach.. And I will 
venture to fay, that they are not only agreeable to 
the whole tenor of the Scriptures, but are alſo quite 
agreeable to the eſtabliſhed Church of England: and 
are the particular doctrines which ſhe teaches in her 
articles and homilies. But what a melancholy truth 
it is; that many thouſauds call themſelves . 
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of that Church, and yet are entire ſtrangers to (and 
oppoſers of) thoſe truths upon which it is eſtabliſhed : 
And like the Jews, who were continually crying 
out, The temple of the Lord, The temple of the 
Lord; and yet crucifying the Lord: So thele are con- 
tinually crying out, The Church, The Church; and 
yet are the bittereſt perſecutors of all thoſe that prove 
themſelves to be the ſincereſt members of the Church; 
by adhering ſtedfaſtly to the doctrines and tenets which 
ihe teaches ; though now, (as I ſaid before) ſhame- 
fully deſerted, both by miniſters and people. Who 
nevertheleſs think, they are far from forſaking the 
Church, while they do but frequent the ſtone- walls, 
and yet perſecute the true Church of Chriſt, Juſt 
like many of the Roman Catholics, who think they 
do not forſaxe Chriſt and his Croſs, while they have 
a crucifix in their hands, with an image of Chriſt 
upon the Croſs, repreſented before their eyes: and 
yet will make no conſcience of putting the true fol- 
lowers of the Lamb of God to the moſt cruel of 


deaths: So apt are men * to ſtrain at gnats, and to 


ſwallow camels ;” ſo apt to have a“ form of Godli- 
neſs, and yet deny the power thereof,” But let me - 
return from whence I have digreſſed. 

In the courſe of my miniſtry in London, I had fre- 
quent opportunities of beholding the power of faith, 
exemplified both in the lives and deaths of ſeveral 
who were poſſeſt thereof. Some inſtances of which, 
for the edification and encouragement of the reader, 
I will here make mention of. 

One day happening to be at St. George's Hoſpital 
near Hyde-Park Corner, I was deſired to talk with a 
poor foldier, who had had his leg cut off, and lay 
dying of a mortification. Upon entering into con- 
verſation with him, I found he was quite ignorant of 
any religious ſentiments ; ſeemingly inſenſible of the 
great concern of eternity. He mentioned that he had 
lived a careleſs wicked life, and was ignorant of 
Chriſtianity, Upon which I endeavoured to ſet be- 
fore him his loſt eſtate by nature; and to make him 

| ſenſible 
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ſenſible what a dangerous ſituation he was in. Then 


Ade 


— 


1 proceeded to open to him the exceeding Riches of 


the Grace and Mercy of God to ſinners, through 


the atonement of Chriſt; who would in no wiſe 


caſt out thoſe who come to Him.“ TI believe I talked 


half an hour concerning theſe matters, and then left 
him; he not ſhewing any great ſenſibility of what! 
ſaid. The next morning I was ſurpriſed with a 


meſſage from him, praying me to come as ſoon as ] 


could. Accordingly I went, and to my great ſatiſ- 
faction, found that the Lord had opened his heart 
to a due ſenſe of his fin and miſery ; and alſo with 
ſome hopes of pardon and falvation by Chriſt. And 
now he was all a-thirſt to have further inſtruction in 
theſe things: and the Lord by His Spirit was pleaſed 
ſo to bleſs what He gave me further to ſay to him, 
that the poor man at laſt was enabled to rejoice in 
the Lord, and to praiſe Him that he ever came into 
that hoſpital : And though his pains and agonies were 
very great, yet his ſoul being baptized into the precious 
faith of God's elect, was filled with ſuch joy, that he 
triumphed in the midft of his pain : wondering that 
the Lord ſhould have mercy upon ſo wicked a crea- 
ture as he called himſelt : Acknowledging that he 
merited hell, yet was perſuaded in his ſoul, that 
through the ſacrifice and death of Jeſus Chriſt, he 
ſhould obtain everlaſting life. O how this poor man 
did thank God for ſending me to him, and bleſs and 
praiſe the name of that Jeſus, who had bought him 


with His Blood. In two or three viſits after this, 1 


found him ſtill more and more confirmed in the true 
faith of Chriſt, and a true evangelical repentance 
flowing therefrom. „ | 
On the other fide the room where he was, lay a- 
nother man on the point of death ; but quite the re- 
verſe of this foldier, for unhappily he would not hear 
the goſpel tidings. He ſaid he was not a bad man, 
but had been fober and honeſt, and paid every one 
their own, and did not doubt but all would be well. 
In ſhort, the man was too good for Chrift, ar 
| wou 
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would not bear any talk about Him and His merits. 
The poor publican ſoldier, who had received the 
grace of God, was now quite concerned about the 
other man, and lamented his condition much : At 
the ſame time admiring the mercy of God to himſelf, 
in diſpoſing his heart to receive the truth. In the 


laſt viſit which I paid the poor ſoldier, I found him 


ſolidly happy in the goſpel : and aſked him if he was 
enabled to triumph over death? His anſwer was, 
HE HAD DIED ALREADY, Which deep expreſſion 
agreeably ſtruck me: For I knew he meant what the 
Lord Jeſus intimated upon a certain occafion in the 
following words: * Verily, Verily, I fay unto you, 
He that heareth My Word and believeth on Him 
that ſent Me, hath Everlaſting Life, and ſhall not 
© come into condemnation, but is PASSED EROM 
„ DEATH UNTo LIFE.” John v. 24. I cannot 
lay, but I was greatly ſatisfied in my mind, to behold 
this poor man ſo ſtedfaſt in the faith. And after I 
had ſpoke a few more things, which might 6 
grace) tend to confirm him in the ſame, I recom- 
mended his ſoul unto the Lord, and ſo left him. 
When J went again, I heard he was fallen aſleep in 
Chriſt, teſtifying to the laſt, his ſettled truſt in that 
Jeſus, who ““ will in no wiſe caſt out thoſe that come 
unto Him.“ | 


Another glorious inſtance of the power of faith 


which I met with, is as follows: A poor widow 
woman (yet rich in faith) was taken ill of a twiſting. 
in the guts; and for the ſpace of three weeks, in 
which the lay in the moſt lingering pains, I almoft 
daily attended her: And notwithſtanding the extreme 


anguiſh ſhe all the time endured, þ her ſoul was 


joyful in her Saviour; exulting and triumphing that 
through HIM the was PARDONED, JUSTIFIED and 
SAVED with an Everlaſting Salvation. 
the ſolid ſettled ſtate of her mind, which remained 
unmoveable all the time. And when ſhe could ſpeak 
no more, her face was decked with conſtant ſmiles ; 
ſewing by the moſt ſignificant ſigns, that ſhe was 
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more than conqueror, through Him that had. << loved 
her, and waſhed her from all her fins in his own 
blood.” In all my life, I never ſaw any thing fo ex- 
traordinary. It would take up too much room, was 
I to relate the ſeveral particulars of this woman's tri- 
umphant faith and patience, which appeared ſo won- 
derfully in her to the laſt, It was with great plea- 
ſure that 1 embraced the opportunity, (at the time of 
her burial) of pouring to all around her grave of 
that bleſſed goſpel, the power of which was ſo largely 
exemplified in her. I would obſerve, that this wo- 
man had enjoyed peace with Grod for many years: 
And one of her uſual expreſſions to me was, Ox 
* WHAT A GLoRIOUs NaTIvITY HAD I wHEr 
„% CHRIST WAS BORN AT BETHLEHEM!” Or 
words to the ſame effect. Which words ſhe uſed 
to ſpeak with particular joy and exultation, as 
feeling what ſhe ſaid. „„ 15 

I could mention ſome other extraordinary inſtances, 
of dying perſons rejoicing in the Lord through faith, 
having perſonally attended them ;. but for brevity's 
= hy ſhall only at preſent particularize one more; 
which is as follows. A woman who had been for 
ſome time poſſeſſor of that faith, which render: 
Chriſt precious to the ſoul, ſent for me in her laſt ill 
-neſs. And when I came to her, I found her ſoul 
was fixed upon that rock, againſt which, the gates 
of hell ſhall never prevail.” I found her diſpoſed to 
die, with as much compolure as to £0 to ſleep in 
her bed. Amongſt other things, I aſked her upon 
what foundation her confidence was built ? She an- 
ſwered, that Chriſt had ſaid upon the Croſs, << IT 18 
FINISHED,” and ſhe was enabled to believe He 
ſpake the truth: and in conſequence of the fame, 
was quite ready to die; being aſſured that Chit 
could not lie. And accordingly, the died in that full 
truſt and confidence, which maketh not aſhamed. 


Theſe, O Reader! are ſome of the inſtances that 


fell under my own obfervation in London. And! 
think, are undeniable evidences of the truths of the 
| = | goſpel, 
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CORNELIUS CA 
illuſtrative of the apoſtle Paul's definition of true 
faith, viz. that it “ is the ſubſtance (or ſub- 
ſiſtance) of things hoped for, and the evidence of 
things not ſeen,” By the power of this faith, many 
poor fouls that are hated, ſcorned and deſpiſed in this 


world, are enabled to grapple with the ſharpeſt 


pains and dying agonies; and through the blood of 
the once crucified, but now riſen Jeſus, triumph over 
wy difficulty, and enter into that paradiſe, where 
God wipes away all tears from their eyes, and where 
they dwell in everlaſting joy and reſt. 

Reader! may theſe things ſink deep into thy 
heart: I wiſh thee fo to read, as that thy ſoul may 
(through grace) obtain like precious faith. Pauſe a 
while, and aſk thyſelf the following queſtions: How 
is it with me? Am I alſo ready? Am I not only 
almoſt, but quite a Chriſtian? Am I indeed in the 
faith? Have got on the Wedding Garment? Have I 
not only the name, but the nature alfo of a Chriſtian? 
O Reader! think on theſe things, and may. the 
Lord bleſs thy meditations on the fame; an op- 
portunity for which 1 will here offer thee an occa- 
on of, by only adding the following ſhort, but yet 
triumphant exuſtation of the apoſtle Paul, and ſo 
conclude the prefent chapter. O death, where is 
« thy 3 O grave, where is thy victory? The 
„ſting of death is fin, and the ſtrength of ſin is 
** the law; but thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 


| J. 
O Death! where is thy poiſon'd ſting ? 
O Grave! where is thy victory? 
Immanuel's Praiſes let us ſing, 
Who conquer'd both on * Calvary. 


| II. 
What though He dy'd, He roſe again, 
Sinleſs, He roſe to die no more: 
And Perfect Reſt we now obtain, 
With Him, on Canaan's Peaceful Shore. 
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goſpel, and of the power of Godlineſs. And I think all 
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| | I. | 
All Praiſe to Him in Glory bright, 
To whom, as due, all Power is given. 
He now is our Eternal Light, 5 
| Our Life, our Joy, our Love, our Heav'n. 


dee Matthew xxvii. 50, 51, 52. 
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Accormt of a Society at Arborfield. Some account of 
Lady Pres, and of the 


uthor's preaching there, 
A\Narrative of a Journey into W ALES, Deſcreption 
of a Society at BUILTH. Of the Author's being ſent 
er by a Clergyman, and what paſſed vetween them, 
Arrival at HAVERFORDWEST. Charadter of Mr. 
GROROCRER GAM BOLD. A ſpiritual Diſcovery by the 
Sea-Side. The Author's Afiictions on the Mountains, 

" Addreſs to the Reader. 4 ** 9 
8 I went on in the work of preaching the 
goſpel, the Lord was pleaſed to give me ſome 
orious ſeals to my miniſtry, which greatly eneou- 
raged me to perſevere in the ſame, notw:thſtanding 
many heavy trials I met with. When I made it 
my buſineſs to ſpend my time in plays, dreſs and 
vanity, then I was much careſſed and beloved: But 
now that I was led by grace to employ my leiſure 
hours in religious occupations, and in ſeeking to win 
ſouls to Chriſt, I found I was frequently hated, 
erſecuted, by ſuch as I never 2 
in any reſpect. But in the midſt of theſe croſſes, ! 
was comforted in that the ſcriptures were fulfilled: 
knowing that becauſe Chriſt had . choſen me out of 
the world, therefore the world hated me.” But! 
knew, it hated Him before it hated me.“ And 
moreover I was perſuaded, that all theſe things 
ſhould work together for my good, and be over- 

ruled for the beſt. 

As my employ in the Princeſs of Wales's Treaſury 


required but ſmall attendance, I had frequent op- 
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CORNELIUS CAYLEY. 77 
portumities of making excurſions into the counties 
round about London, and preaching the goſpel to 
the poor. Amongſt other places, I often went into 
Hampſhire, and Berkſhire: Where in ſeveral parts, I 
found there were perſons: diſpoſed to receive the 
truth. And particularly at a village called Arborheld,. 
about ſeven miles from Reading, in Berkſhire: 
Where there was a very happy ſociety of true belie- 
vers, Who tho” moſt of them very poor, yet were 
rich in the faith of Jeſus Chriſt. In this place I of- 
ten laboured with great ſatisfaction, though ſatan 
raiſed great diſturbances. Sometimes the carnal mob 


committed great outrages; once pulled the Meeting- 


houſe down to the ground, with many other inſults. 
This poor ſociety, who chiefly conſiſted of the 
labouring hand, was ſorely tried on every ſide. For 
the better ſort of people (ſo called) that before em- 
ployed them, now refuſed to give them work; and 
endeavoured to diſtreſs them to the utmoſt of their 
power. So that ſometimes theſe poor people were 
hard put to it, being obliged often to go a great 
way to procure ſome. work to earn the neceſlaries 
of life. Such was the malice of many againſt them, 
tor being followers of Jeſus Chriſt: However, the 
Lord was pleaſed to bring them through. all their 
trials; and made it up to their fouls, by beſtowing 
upon them that inward peace and conſolation, which- 
all the malice of earth and hell can never touch. 
Theſe were a highly favoured people, and I don't 
doubt but they continue ſo, I truſt 1 have reaſon: 
to be glad, that I laboured amongſt them, though 
they were ſettled in the faith by other miniſters be- 
fore I knew them. | | vi 
Whilſt I was in theſe parts, I uſed to go to Read-- 
ing, Baſingſtoke, and ſome neighbouring villages: 
where, I truſt, the word of God was not preached 
in vain: Several receiving the goſpel meſlage with: 
joy; deſirous of knowing Chriſt and Him crucified, . 
215 the ſalvation of their ſouls. - | 

uarters of a year, I laboured: 
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78 LIFE any CON VERSION or 
at diff rent times in London, and in the aforemen- 
tioned places. All which time, my Miniſtry was a- 
mongſt the poor of the world. But now, in the be- 


ginning of the year 1753, 1 had an opportunity of 


bearing a teftimony for Chriſt in the houſe of a 
perſon of rank: I mean the truly Right Hon. Lady 
Cornelia Piers : who, from the fplendor of a Court, 
and making the greateſt figure on a Birth-night at 
St. James's, was now brought to be a true follower 
and diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt; and was not aſhamed 


to have the Goſpel openly preached in her own houſe; 


chuſing rather to ſuffer reproach with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the honour and glory of this 
world. This Lady, at the time I am ſpeaking of, 
lived at a place called Mill-Hill, about tem miles from 
London, and for about fix or ſeven weeks, I fre- 
quently went and preached there; and was received 
by her in a very kind manner : who thought my 
employ a very honourable one, and gave me the 
ſtrongeſt proofs of her thinking fo, by making her 
houſe my home, whenever I had an opportunity of 
going there. 3 HY 
By this Lady's converſation, I was more and more 
convinced, that nothing is impoſſible with God. 
For joined to a great ſhare of ſenſe, and natural a- 
bilities, the poſſeſſed the much more precious Pear! 
of Grace. And what crowned all was, her being 
cloathed with humility. Though the apoſtle Paul 
faith,” that „not many wiſe, not may mighty, not 
many noble are called.” Yet, blefled be God! 
there are ſome that are called, and are not aſhamed 
to confeſs. Chriſt before men. Of which happy few 
this lady is an inſtance, who not content with being 
religious herſelf only, but took care alſo, that her 
family ſhoald he compoſed of ſuch only, who were 
lovers of the truth, as it is in Jeſus. And it was a 
very pleaſing fight for me to behold, that vital god- 
linefs abounded amongſt them all, even to the loweſt 


ſervant. 80 great is the force of good example, 
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CORNELIUS CAYLEY. 79 
and converſation employed the agreeable hours I uſed 
to ſpend in her company: who ſeemed to rejoice, 
that I was enabled to go on in an employ fo oppoſite 
to the honour of this world: Enconraging me to 
perſevere in the ſame, and not to be aſhamed of the 
goſpel of Chriſt, And indeed, in her I had a great 
example of Chriſtian boldneſs. For though her 
Ladyſhip was mocked at, and ſcorned by many of 
the quality for ſuch a courſe of life, yet the Lord had 
ſuch hold of her heart, that ſhe did not mind- it a 
ſtraw. | | TH 

Whilſt I was backwards and forwards here, the 
Reader may -imagine I met with no great hardſhips 
in the work of preaching. I uſed to tell her, I 
ihould be ſpoiled for a travelling preacher if I continu- 
ed here long. And the Reader will find in the follow- 
ing part of my narrative, that I had- many hardſhips 
to paſs through, after I had done viſiting this place. 
To avoid prolixity, I thall forbear entring into the 
particulars of many things during my JH at 
Mill-hill ; only let me fay, I would to God, that all 
the nobility and gentry, about the Court of London, 
had but the chriſtianity and piety of this truly ho- 
nourable Lady; then we might hope happy conſe- 
quences to this land and nation. And though they 
may mock and reproach her now, yet a day is co- 
ming when they ſhall be convinced, that ſhe choſe a 
truly wiſe and noble part. O] that many more may 
follow her example. | 

It was not long after this, before it pleaſed the 
Lord that I was taken ill of a vwlent pleuriſy and 
fever, in which I ſuffered a great dea!, and was for . 
ſome ſpace in danger of my life. 1 had the uſual 
melancholy attehdants on ſuch occafions, viz. phy- 
ſician, apothecary, and nurſe. But bleſſed be God, 
my truſt was in Him, who was pleaſed to cauſe the 
fury of the diſorder to abate, though I was greatly 
weakened by it for ſome time after. The woman 


was in great diſtreſs of ſoul ; ſenſible of her loſt eſtate 
by 
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nature, but not acquainted with Peace by Jeſus 
hriſt. And now I bad an opportunity of being a 
nurſe to her; and it pleaſed the Lord to make me 
an inſtrument of bringing her ſoul into joy and peace. 
Well, now I began to get better, my phyſician took 
no ſmall pains to perſuade me not to preaeh any more, 
telling me ſeveral diſcouraging things. But 1 did not 
think him a competent judge of divinity, whatever 


he might be of phyſic ; fo that when I was (through 


the goodneſs of God) pretty well recovered, I made 
no ſcruple to go on in that work, which I was per- 
ſuaded the Lord had called me to labour in. 


Providence ſo ordered it now, that I had a door 


opened for me to preach the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 


in a much more extenſive manner than Jever had be- 


fore. Having obtained leave of my Lord Scarborough 


for fix or ſeven weeks abſence from London, I took 


the opportunity, of making a circuit of ſeveral hun- 
dred miles: in which I viſited the ſeveral religious 
ſocieties, ſcattered up and down in the ſeveral coun- 
ties of South Wales; having letters of recommenda- 
tion to procure me free courſe in the places where J 
was going. Accordingly, (with a full truſt in the 
Lord) having bought a horſe, I ventured all alone 
to take this long circuit, and though I knew nothing 
of the roads, yet 1 did not doubt, but that my moſt 
merciful Saviour would be with me. As this jour- 
ney was attended with many circumſtances, relating 
to the glory of God and the good of ſouls, I ſhall 
now proceed to give a brief account of the ſame. 

I think it. was on Monday the 3d day of May, 
1753, that I ſet out, ſhaping my courſe to Briſtol, 
about 120 miles diſtant from London. At which 
place I arrived the next day in the evening. Here 1 
made about a vicek's ſtay; preaching: the Grace and 
Mercy of God in Chriſt, and I truſt attended with 
His Divine Bleſſing. I was much pleaſed here with 
the hot wells, admiring how the Lord had provided 
theſe ſalutary waters, for a variety of bodily com- 


plaints.— And yet what are theſe compared to the 
| | - Waters. 


' Wate 


liever: 
ſouls. 
healed 
the g 
by th. 
7 re 
and t 
the V 
ſtow, 
The 
ſurpri 
this 
Crick 
at the 
ſo dif 
I was 
founc 
viate« 
and « 
W 
jourr 
who 
But 
that 
be lo 
to a 
to co 
J cal 
ſo I 
guid 
my t 
this, 
tains 
able 
to d 
men 
Soul 
TOOL 
I co 
whe 


Waters of Life, which are prepared for all True Be- 
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lievers; and which they find ſo ſalutary to their 
ſouls. Alas ! how little doth poor man ſeek to be 
healed of that deadly plague- ſore of the foul ; I mean 
the corruption and depravity of the human nature 
by the fall of Adam. 1 | | 

From Briſtol I proceeded on my journey to Auſt, 


— 
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and then crofling a little arm of the fea, landed on 

the Welſh coaſt; and arrived 'that night at Chep- 

ſtow, where I found but few that underſtood Englith. 

The next day I ſet out for Brecknock, and was much f 
ſurprized to ſee ſo. mountainous a country as I found 'Þ 
this to be. As I paſſed through was ry 
Crick-howell, and ſome other places, I was aftonifhed 
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at the language and appearance of the Welſh people; 
ſo different from what I had ever met with before. 
I was now in a ſtrange country, and all alone: But I 41 
found that the Lord Jeſus was with me, who alle:. 
viated the tediouſneſs of the ſolitary rugged roads, 1 
and encouraged me to goon. LN | i 
When I came to Brecknock, I had another day's 
journey before I could reach a ſociety of Believers, 
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who lived at a place called Builth, in Radnorſhire. 1 
But before I ſet out for this place, I was informed | 12 
that I had a mountain to paſs over, where I might il 


be loſt without a guide: Accordingly I was directed "1 
to a guide, who lived near this mountain, on purpoſe + 
to conduct ſtrangers that travelled that way; but wen 
{ came there I found he was abſent from home, and 
ſo I was obliged to proceed alone, with no other 
guide than my Lord Jefus Chriſt ; in whom putting 
my truſt, I rode on until I got up to the fummit of 
this, vaſt mountain, when I faw nothing but moun- 
tains upon mountains, and hardly any diſtinguiſha- 
able roads: Now I made a ſtand, and knew not what 
to do; but however, my only refuge was, to recom- 
mend myſelf unto the Shepherd and Biſhop of my 
Soul; which having done, I rode on, truſting in his 
goodneſs to lead me to ſome place or other, though 
could fee nothing but clouds and hills, nor knew 
when nor where I ſhould arrive at any dwelling, 
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The Reader may be ſure, that to fleſh and blood 


this was very trying, but by Faith I was perſuaded 
that my Redeemer would providentially keep me 


from harm, and ſo I went on. After riding a long 
time and ſeeing no- body, at laſt I found myſelf upon 


a declivity, and there met a man, whom I aſked 


where I was, and which was the way to Builth ? 
When to my great furprize, he told me that I was 
in the direct road, and was within ſome few miles of 


the place ; where, by the We Fro go has 
zeople foun 


ter ſafely arrived: And here, w 


that I had come alone, were quite ſurpriz- 


ed how I found the way, for they told me that 
- . thoſe which were moſt acquainted with the road, 


frequently loſt themſelves amongſt thoſe mountains. 
Surely, ſurely, it was a good and gracious God 
that was pleaſed to order my fteps aright; and though 
it might appear to ſome to be the effect of chance or 
hazard, yet to me it appeared the effect of a parti. 
cular Providence; for which J defire to praiſe the 
name of the Lord for ever and ever. Amen. 


I foon, was made ſenſible that my journey to this 


place was not in vain; for I found a company of 
People, that were nut only true Believers in IESUs 
CRERIST, but who were alſo greatly advanced in the 
ſacred myſteries of the Kingdom of God, A people 
who had, in ſome meaſure, ceaſed from the tumul- 


tuous workings of the animal paſſions, and were 
linking deeper and deeper into the ſolid enjoyment of 
the Love of. Chriſt; from a ſpiritual diſcovery of 


their union with Him, as their ALL AND IN ALL : 
A people who thought much, and faid little; but 
that little, very much to the purpoſe : Here I was 
received with much joy, and found my ſpirit much 
enlarged to preach <* the myſtery of godlineſs,” viz. 
God manifeſt in the fleſh.” Being led in a par- 


ticular manner to expatiate upon the glory of Chriſt's 
taking upon him our humanity, and everlaſtingly 


uniting it to his own Perſon, and making it like unto 
his own Glorious Image. No words can ſet forth the 
By 54 EO _ bleſſed 
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CORNELIUS CAYLEY. 83 
bleſſed diſcoveries which. were here given me about 
theſe things, by the teachings of that Anointing from 
above, which leads and guides into all truth. I truſt 
that the Lord owned my miniſtry amongſt theſe peo- 
ple, for they ſeemed to receive it with content : 
However I muſt confeſs, whether they were ediſied 
by me or no, I was greatly edified by them; for they 
appeared to me, far more advanced in Grace than 
myſelt; and their whole minds ſeemed to be taken 
up with the contemplation and admiration of CHRIST, 
AND HIM CRUCIFIED. _ py 
Perhaps it will not be very agreeable to the pride 
of ſome, if I mention, that theſe happy people were 
of the loweſt fort, and exceeding poor and mean as 
to the things of this life: And the poor in Wales 
are poor indeed. And this place called Builth, is 
ſituated amongſt the mountains, in as barren a country 
as any in Wales: Barley and oat bread, and ſkim d 
milk (or goat milk) cheeſe, being the chief diet 
whereon they live; and many not able to afford 
themſelves ſhoes or ſtockings to wear, going gene- 


rally bare- foot. 
The Reader may judge that I did not fare here as 


T did at Mill- Hill, at Lady Cornelia Piers's: No, 


no, the caſe was much altered; I was now glad of 
a ſtraw- bed to ſleep in, and bread and cheeſe to ſub- 
ſiſt on. But bleſſed be God, I was quite ſatisfied; 
for my ſoul was fed with heavenly manna; and the 


people were ſo ſpiritual and heavenly in their conver- 


ſation, that their company was more to me than all 
the dainties in the world, not vithſtanding their po- 
verty and poor accommodations. 5 34s 
During my ſtay at this place, I uſed'to make ex- 
curſions round the country in BrecKnockſhire and 


Radnorſhire, but the names of the places I do not 


remember: However I remember this, that there 
were a number of ſouls diſpoſed to receive the goſpel, 


though a great many of them did not underſtand _ 


Engliſh, -- which defect was ſupplied as well as it 
could by iaterpreters. 1 
After 
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ſet forth man's corrupted 


t : 


After I had been at Builth about a week, I ſet off 


' afreſh in my ramble, accompanied with one of theſe 


happy people, and after paſſing along a range of 


mountains, got to Llanandovery in Caermarthenſhire, 


where ſome people having got intelligence of my 


coming that way, would not permit me to paſs on 


my journey without preaching amongſt them. Ac- 
cordingly I did: but very few of them underſtood 
Engliſh, and ſo was obliged to have an interpreter, 
From Llanandovery I proceeded on my way to 
Caermarthen, but was ſtopped after I had rode 2 
few miles by a Clergyman's ſervant, who told me 
that his maſter had ſent him to find me out, and if 
poſſible, to prevail with me to come to his houſe, 
As I thought there might be a particular providence 
in this invitation, I went with the man, and when [ 
came to the houſe, was received by his maſter in a 
very affectionate manner. After we were ſettled in 
converfation, he told me he was very ignorant of the 
power of Chriitianity, and defired I would talk to 


him about the truths of the goſpel. O how my 


heart did melt, to find a perſon twice my. age, (and 
who wanted not for natural ſenſe and underſtanding,) 
yet ſo humbled by the grace of God, as not only to be 
ſenſible of his ſpiritual ignorance, but alſo to acknow- 
ledge the fame; and to be willing to receive inſtruc- 
tion from any one that had truly experienced the 
power of divine things. Bleſſed are the poor in 
ſpirit : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” O hap- 
py they, who are fo far wrought upon by the Spirit 
of God, as to know that they know nothing : Such 
ſouls ſhall be filled. But to return, 
After I had endeavoured (as God enabled me) to 
ate by nature, and- his 
renewed ſtate by the quickning Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus 


the Son of God, this gentleman (who all the while 


liſtened with the greateſt attention, leaning his head 


upon his hand,) at laſt cried out, (clapping his 


hand on his breaſt) «<< O Sir, your words have 
pricked me to the very heart.” And ſeveral other 
things 
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CORNELIUS CAYLEY. 8 
things he ſaid, diſcovering that he was greatly affected. 
At laſt with the greateſt eagerneſs he aſked me, if I 


would preach a ſermon there the next day, and 


promiſed, in that caſe, he would come to hear me 
with all his pariſh. Having gladly agreed to this, 
he ſent all about to give notice of the ſame. Ac- 
cordingly, the next morning a congregation was aſ- 
ſembled together, whereof he and his family com- 
poſed a part. When I endeavoured (with the Lord's 
aſſiſtance) to preach the joyful tidings of a FINISHED 
SALVATION BY CHRIST, chuſing for my text the 
following words: * For all have ſinned, and come 
“ ſhort of the glory of God. Being juſtified freely 
© by his GRace, through the REDEMPTION Which 
« is in CHRIsT JEsus,” Romans iii. 23, 24. 
Whilſt I was in my diſcourſe, I obſerved the 
Clergyman, with his face to the wall, crying like a 
child: And when I had done he lifted me up in his 
arms, ſaying, that I was an angel from heaven to 
his foul ; and many other expreſſions ſignificative of 
the bleſſing he had received. When we got back to 
his houſe, he ſeemed quite uneaſy that he could no 
way make me amends for my coming and preaching 
to him. I told him, that the pleaſure of ſeeing him 
ſo comforted, was more than a ſufficient recompence 
to me. As my time would not permit me to make 
any longer ſtay, I was obliged to leave him without 
much more talk, though he was excecding loth to 
part with me. This Clergyman's name was Mr. 
Thomas, and Vicar of Lanſadurn. | . 
From his houſe I went on to Cacrmarthen, where 
I arrived at night and preached there. In this city 
| met with a young man of ſome ſubſtance, who had 
found the Pearl of Price, and was going to forſake all 
to preach the kingdom of God. I made but a ſhort 
ſtay at Caermarthen, as I was in haſte to get to 
Langharne; where there was a ſociety, amongſt 
whom I 
Euilth, I found a very poor but happy people, and I 
truſt, my preaching amongſt them was not in vain, 
| as 
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as they ſeemed to receive the goſpel teſtimony with 
oy. 

7 N Langharne I proceeded on my journey, 
and preached that day on the top of a hill (in Pem- 
brockſhire) to a large body of people who came 3 
great way round to hear me, and indeed I have great 
reaſon to remember that day, for the goodneſs of tlie 
Lord towards me, and towards the people. From 
this place I went to Jefferſon amongit the coal 
mines, and preached there to numbers of the poor 
colliers, who ſeemed exceeding ſerious and defirous 
of hearing the truth. As I journeyed on from this 
place to Haverfordweſt, I found the late (faithful ſer- 
vant of Jefus Chriſt) John Cennick, preaching in 
the high road, With him I now joined myſelf, 
and ſo we went together to Haverfordweſt, where 
we abode ſometime. During my ſtay in theſe parts, 
I vifited Pembrock and the country places round a- 


bout, and found much bleſſing in preaching to the 


people; for they were very glad to attend to the 
teſtimony of Chriſt and Him crucified. And indeed, 
1 muſt bear witneſs of the Welth people in general, 


that they diſcover a particular readineſs to hear the 
_ preaching of the goſpel, beyond what I have met 
with out of that country. 


At Haverford weſt, I was much comforted with 
the converſe of my ever dear and reſpected friend, 
George Gambold, who is ſince dead; but whilſt an 
inhabitant of this lower world, was the moſt expe- 
rienced and gracious humble miniſter of the goſpel, 
that I ever met with. He was a father in Chrift, 
and a child in ſimplicity. His life and converſation 
was a continual teſtimony of that profound joy and 
peace, which he conſtantly poſſeſt in the ſecret of his 
foul. The memory of this perfon muſt be always 
particularly dear to me. O that the Lord Would 
raiſe up many more ſuch faithful labourers in his 


_ vineyard ! That the eyes of the blind may be 


opened, that they may be turned from darkneſs to 
* light, and from the power of ſatan unto God.” 
Even ſo; Amen. | I will 
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TI will conclude what I have to fay about : honeſt 
George Gambold, by giving the Reader an extract 
of a letter which he wrote to a godly woman. As a 
caution to which I would obſerve, he was always 
very careful, ſouls ſhould not be content with a head 
knowledge of goſpel truths, but ſeek that Living Faith 
therein, whereby they might live ſoberly, godly and 


righteouſly in this preſent world, which he himſelf 


did in an eminent manner: yet giving all the glory 


to Chriſt, as the following Letter plainly teſtifies ; 


< I heartily wiſh you abundant joy and peace in 
“e believing, and an enlarged enjoyment of all the 
rich grace purchaſed for us by the death of our 


loving God and Saviour, who loved us, and 


gave Himſelf for us, that He might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and make us His own, to the 
end He might manifeſt in us the exceeding riches 
of His unparallelled Love and Grace. To that 
end He appointed us to be His own brethren, 


made Himſelf bone of our bone, and fleſh of 


5 


our fleſh, fo made us one with himſelf; took 
our poverty, {in and miſery, and bare it in His 
own body, and made, an entire end of it, and 
* buried it in oblivion ; removed the law that was 
*© againſt us, putting that alſo out of the way: and 


having died for our fins, and fo aboliſhing them, 


> 
£C 


Le 


Righteouſneſs. So in Himſelf, He has made us 
compleat, without any help or thought of ours; 
nay, while we were dead in treſpaſſes and fins, 
thoughtleſs of our miſery, and heedleſs of a re- 
medy. And now His voice to us is, Rejoice in 
that which I have done: Be cloathed with My 
** Garment of Righteouſneſs : Eat of the meat I have 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


prepared, and drink of the wine which I have 
mixed. Say no more, What ſhall I do to be 


** ſaved; for I have redeemed thee and faved thee. 


„have done away as a cloud thy iniquities, and 


** as a thick cloud thy ſins, I will remember them 
2 | 6. 200 


He roſe again to juſtify us in His own Eternal 
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*© no more for ever. And now I call thee with a 
holy calling, to poſſeſs all the good things which 
« My ſufferings have deſerved. Be My happy 
«© and My conſtant penſioner. Our Saviour loves 
« giving more than gifts, and His religion con- 
on ts chiefly in receiving and eryoying, I hope 
„ you daily acquaint yourſelf with this liberal 
% Saviour, &c.“ : 


From Haverfordweſt I returned back to Lang- 
harne, where I remained a few days. Before I left 
this place, one day being by the ſea fide, as I lay up- 
on the fide of a rock, muſing upon the goſpel, the 

Lord was pleaſed, by his ſpirit, to give me a freſh 
diſcovery of the FuLL ATONEMENT that was made for 
fin, by His BLoop, which filled me with great joy 


and peace in beheving. I remember, I left a memo- 


randum of this mercy, graven upon the rock with my 
penknife ; and though it may in time be erazed from 
"thence, yet, 1 truſt, it will for ever abide in my me- 
*mory, and cauſe me to. praiſe the goodneſs and 
mercy of that gracious Lord, who is all my hope 
and all my falvation. To Him be glory and praiſe. 
1 would obſerve that in Pembrockfſhire, moſt of 
the Welch people ſpeak Engliſh, This country 
goes by the name of Little England beyond W ales. 
And indeed it is abundantly more fertile and civi- 
_ lized, than the inland and mountainous parts, which 
I paſſed through in coming here; and conſequently 
was much more convenient for the preaching of the 
goſpel, as the people had no need of interpreters to 
underſtand the Engliſh language. | 
As TI, was now upon my return through Wales, 
I could not ſatisfy myſelf without going to pay ano- 
ther viſit to the Clergyman beforementioned, who 
was quite delighted to fee me again, I found that 
his ſoul] was grown more and more in grace, and 
that he was preſſing forward in that narrow way 
which leadeth unto eternal life. He expreſſed to me 
ſome concern, that he knew not how to preach ; ſay- 
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ing that he was far from being capable of e 
others, who himſelf had only juſt begun to ſee. 
how amiable did this ſelf-abafing language found in 
my ears ! I told him he had nothing to do, but to 
preach according to the beſt of his light, and to pray 
to God for more, and then he might be aſſured that 
he would be enabled to glorify the 1 and to feed 
his flock. This Gentleman ſhewed great reluctance 
to part with me, but I do not doubt (if I never ſee 
him again in the body) of ſeeing him one day in that 
bleſſed Kingdom which is opened unto all true belie- 
vers, who live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved them, nr gave Himſelf for them, and hath 
promiſed, that none ſhall pluck them out of His 
hands. | F . 04%. 
From this Clergyman's, I ſet out alone to travel 
over a long chain of mountains, in my: Way to Dol- 
levellin, upon the borders of Radnorſhire. In this 
journey I was ſo long upon the mountains, that I 
was made to experienge the torment of tharp hunger; 
and to ſuch a degree, that could I have met with a 
piece of raw horſe-fleſh, I believe I ſhould not only 
have eat it, but alſo ſhould have reliſhed it as a ſweet 
morſel : at leaſt it appeared ſo to me at that time: 
O, none knows, but they who have experienced it; 
what a dreadful thing violent hunger is; Here I 
knew what it was, to feel an uncommon ſympathy for 
thoſe who want food for their bodies; becauſe.I prov- 
ed it to be an affliction beyond what I ever conceiv- 
ed. The reader may eaſily think, that the more 
than ordinary ſharpneſs of the air upon theſe high 
mountains, made hunger advance by much ſwifter 
ſteps, than it would have done elſewhere. And had 
not my God, in His Mercy, delivered me when He 
did, I could not have borne up much longer. At 
laſt, after wandering about a great while, and the 
hazard of being ſtarved in theſe defolate mountains, 
it pleaſed the Lord to guide me, where I ſoon after 
arrived at Dollevellin : But before I reached this 
place, I was paſt eating, having no defire for it, be- 
| 3 ing 


ve 


by de; 
was now fick of my work of preaching ; but bleſſed pre; 
be God ! that was not the caſe. For by this laſt to 1 
mentioned hardſhip of hunger, which the Lord was whe 
pleaſed I ſhould endure, I was taught ſeveral uſetul of 1 
leſſons. | | chu 
FirsT, 1 was made to feel bowels of compaſſion the 
and ſympathy, for thoſe that want bread. For ever hop 
fince that time, my foul yearns, in a particular man- 1 
ner, if I ſee a perſon that I think is attacked with at t 
ſharp h .O did the Rich and Great, (that and 
ſquander ſo much away in extravagant entertain- text 
ments and feaſtings) know what it was to feel a rave- cha 
nous hunger, ſure their bowels would yearn, and 6 
they would by a more becoming frugality, provide «7 
ſomewhat to relieve the neceſſities of the induſtrious hap 
poor. O how will ſuch anſwer it one day, who in- the 
| ſtead of helping and eafing the poor, grind and op- tra] 
1.4 preſs them to maintain themſelves in pride, luxury, ano 
li} and intemperance. | . . 
Ty SECONDLY, By this diſpenſation, I came to under- tha 
| ftand more particularly than ever, how Chriſt could cro 
ſympathize with all the ſorrows of his children, by W. 
having been tried in all points like unto them. For jou 
if 1 eould feel ſuch bowels for thoſe that are a- qui 
hungered, only by experiencing what that torment bed 
was; how much more then, muſt THE LORD be { 
Ixsus CnrisT feel compaſſion for his children, who tud 
hath deeply experienced every ſorrow and affliction, of t 
that they can be exerciſed with. O Reader, I aſ- tim 
fure thee, I cannot deſeribe how much the Lord par 
bleſſed and ſanctified this trial unto my foul. And eigl 
I do from my heart praiſe and thank Him for the fail 
ſame, being aſſured that it was ordered in very mer- Iu 
cy and love. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and tol, 
& forget not all His benefits. Who redeemed thy hea 
6 life from deſtruction : Who crowneth thee with thit 


„ loving-kindneſs and tender mercies.“ From 
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From Dollevellin 1 went once more to Builth; 
and made a few days ſtay amongſt that happy ſo- 


ciety, in which place I was much edified by 'the 


converſation of the people, and of ſome of the Welch 
preachers ; whoſe company was made a great bleſſing 


to me. After this I went to a place called the Haye, 


where I found great liberty in preaching the myſtery 
of the union of Chriſt, with his myſtical body the 
church, and found it to my own foul ſweeter than 
the honey or the honey-comb, and I have reaſon to 
hope, was made alſo to others. | HH 

The laſt night I preached in Wales, which was 
at the Haye, I found it a ſweet opportunity indeed ; 
and the people ſeemed to prove it ſo to them, My 
text was out of the firſt of John's epiſtles, fourth 


chapter, and tenth verſe. © Herein is love ; not that 


< we loved God, but that God loved us, and ſent 


His Son to be a propitiation for our fins.” 0 


happy they, who by a living faith can feed upon 
thets comfortable words ! they, and they only, will 
truly learn what it is to love God, and'to love one 
another. | | 725 
The next morning I ſet out early from the Haye, 


that I might get that night to the new paſſage, which 


croſſes over an arm of the ſea, which ſeparates the 
Welch and Englifh coaſts. After a very long day's 
journey, I arrived at the inn by the water fide, 
quite weary and tired, and found I could not get a 
bed to lay in; the houſe at that time happening to 
be ſo full. Therefore, notwithſtanding my great laſſi- 
tude, I was obliged to reſt upon the table a good part 
of the night, which I found but ill ſuited me at that 


time ; though as I remember, before morning, I got 


part of a bed with ſomebody's footman. About 
eight o'clock in the morning, we embarked and ſet 
fail for the Engliſh fide. As ſoon as we got aſhore, 
1 immediately took horſe, and proceeded on to Briſ- 
tol, where it pleated God I arrived in very good 


health and ſpirits ; though I had met with many 


things that. were great hardſhips to fleſh and blood, 
8 Wh. yet 
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yet none but what the Lord ſaw fit for me, and 


which I truſt have been of great uſe and ſervice to 
me. At Briſtol, I abode with my friends a few 
days, and h:d an opportunity one afternoon, of the 


company and converſation of the Right Honourable 
the Counteſs of Huntington: who I believe is ſo much 


acquainted with the excellency of ſpiritual treaſures, 


as to think all worldly enjoyments but mean in 
compariſon of them. This Lady's religious character 
is ſo. well known, that it is needleſs for me to ſay any 


thing more about the ſame. O that ſhe may be more 


and more filled with all jay and peace in believing ! 
And O, that many more of her rank and ſtation, may 
be convinced, that without Chriſt, all their glittering 
titles, and honours, and riches, are but empty bub- 


bles, that will ſoon burſt and vaniſh away, and that 


it is of no profit to them, If they get the whole 
&« world, and loſe their own ſouls.” | 
Having took leave of my friends at Briſtol, I ſet 


out for London, and through the kind providence 
of my moſt merciful God and Saviour, in two or 


three days after, I ſafely got back again to that great 
metropolis. And seren dg the many fatigu- 
ing incidents I had met with, from the time of my 
ſetting out until my return, yet the bleſſed experience 
which 1 gained in this journey, of the Lord's good- 
neſs, mercy and protection over me, both as to ſoul 
and body, was more than a ſufficient balance for 
every inconvenience. 
And now, O Reader, before I conclude this chap- 
ter, let me exhort thee to make ſuch reflections upon 
what I have related, as may be for thy own profit. 
Many particulars of what happened to me in this jour- 
ney, I have omitted for brevity's ſake : But let the few 
things I have mentioned teach thee, that the expe- 
rimental knowledge of Chriſt and Him crucified, is 
no cunningly-deviſed fable, but a glorious ſubſtantial 
reality ; as plainly appears by the ſeveral examples 
J have been ſpeaking of, both amongſt the higher 
and lower rank of people. — 
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what the apoſtle Peter aſſerts of the excellency of 
Chriſt, in the following words :—UnTo you' THAT 
BELIEVE HE 1s PRECIOUs. O Reader, I wiſh. that 
thou mayeſt be able to ſet' to thy Seal that this is 
true. By finding CHRIST Jesvs precious to thy 
own ſoul, then thou wilt know, by bleſſed experi- 
ence, that << Wiſdom's ways are ways of pleaſant- 
whe neſs, and that all her paths are paths of peace.” 
Then, wilt thou find that Chriſt's “ yoke is eaſy, 
be glory; 
AMEN, | «Fe 
| I. 
* Sacred Wiſdom! Source of Peace 
lete with Joys Divine; 
onders ſtill in me encreaſe, 
Rake all Thy Treaſures mine. 
1 13 
Thuy Perfect Bleſſings never fade, 
Thou Pure Eternal Day; | 
All forraw, like the night” s dark ſhade, 
At Thy Approach gives way. 
HI, 
Come, then, and make 'Thy fixt abode 
In Spirit, Body, Soul : 
Unveil in me the Depths of God, 
And all that's falſe controul. 
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CHAP. XV. 


The Auther's Return to London. Experience of the 
Myfrery of the Two ADAMS. Account of the Conver- 
fon of four Perſons in one Family. Particular Re- 
fections on thoſe who lie under ſpiritual Awakenings : 

. with an freer to ſuch Perſons. A Tourney to 


2 Univer ity of Ca able ge, WY Reflections on the 
ame, 


EING now returned to 1 though I went 

on as uſual, employing my leiſure hours in 
preaching the goſpel, in an open publick manner, 
yet 
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yet I till kept my poſt in the Princeſs's Treaſury ; 
which E very much expected would be taken from 


me. But my God (into whoſe Hands I left myſelf 
and all ſuch concerns) fo ordered, that as yet, 1 
met with very little trouble from that quarter, only 

haps now and then being laughed at and ridi- 


.culed : but blefſed be God, ſuch things as theſe ap- 


peared to me not worth the minding. 

About nine months after this time, in the begin- 
ning of the year 1754, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, my 
God and Saviour, was pleaſed to reveal HIMSELZ 
very particularly to my ſoul ; diſcovering to me ſome 
heart-chearing glimpſes of my full and complete per- 
fection in Him; as being united to Him in that 
ETERNAL LIrE which is above all deaths. In this 
facred myſtery I was enabled to ſee myſelf part of the 
holy incorruptable humanity of THE LasT ADAM, 
of whom the firſt Adam was but a figure. And not 
only ſo, but I was alſo made ſenſible, that this in- 
corruptable humanity dwells in God, and God in 
IT : making of two natures one glorious EMANUEL. 
So that now I was taught by the Holy Ghoſt, to find 
THE ONE TRUE Gop in the Temple of Chriſt's hu- 
man nature ; and myſelf as a member of that glori- 
fied humanity, married unto God—agreeable to that 
ſcripture, 5** Thy Maker is thine huſband, the Lord 
« of Hoſts is his name.” And agreeable to that 
promiſe of Chriſt to his diſciples, viz. At that 
„% day you ſhall KNOW that I am in the FATRHER 
& and you in ME and I in you.” John xiv. 20, At 
this time alſo I was inwardly irradiated to behold 
ſoul-raviſhing matters in the 15th chapter of Paul's 
firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, concerning the two 
Adams, particularly the 47th, 48th and 49th verſes, 
viz. The firſt man is of the earth, earthy ; the 
« sxcond MAN IS THE LORD FROM HEAVEN. 
& As is the earthy, ſuch are they alſo that are earthy; 
« And as is THE HEAVENLY, ſuch are they alſo 


„ that are HEAVENLY. And as we have borne the 


« image of the earthy, we ſhall alſo bear the "_ 
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the arrows of conviction ſtuck ſo faſt in her ſoul, 


 falvation by Chriſt; the Lord was pleaſed to give 
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O! I was made to fee 
what a glorious ſtate 1 was in, by being regenerated 
in THE SECOND MAN; Who is made unto all his 
myſtical body the fulneſs of Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
Sanctification, and Eternal Redemption. 

I could with great pleaſure proceed to expatiate 
on this delightful theme ; but having ready: Hott 
this narrative to a great length, I muſt be conciſe. 
However I would farther obſerve, that with regard 
to the experience, which I have been juſt now giving 
à few hints of, that for two or three months my 
ſoul was under the divine teachings of theſe things ; 
in which time I wrote a great deal upon this partt- 
cular ſubject, both in letters and meditations. And 
if it pleaſe God to ſpare my life, and give me His 
bleſſed aſſiſtance, I propoſe ſome time to preſent them 
to the public as a diſtinct work, calculated for the 
ſpiritual edification of ſuch “ who by reaſon of age, 
© have their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern both good and 
© evil:” Who are learning what it is to put on THE 
NEW MAN, Where CHRIST is ALL AND IN ALL, ' 

Before the expiration of this year, I happened to 
be, where the Lord was pleaſed to make me an in- 
ſtrument of bringing four perſons in one family to 
the ſaving knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. It was as fol- 
lows. By my converſing with them about the truths 
of the goſpel, one of them, in a few days, was ſo 
awakened to ſee her loſt eſtate by nature, that ſhe 
was in the greateſt concern about her ſalvation ; and 


that (he was obliged to take to her bed. A bodily 
doctor was ſent for, but alas] he was of no ſervice : 
for it was her mind that wanted eaſe. And accord- 
ingly, after I had ſet before her the joyful tidings of 


her ſome comfort by the diſcoveries of his grace iq 
which was the only thing able to relieve her diſorder.. 
Another perſon in the family who ſaw her in ſuch 
uiftreſs, began to he concerned, and to complain 
that the could not be ſo affected as the other _ 
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But the Lord in a few days made her ſo ſenſible of her 
- carnal unconverted ſtate, that ſhe was ſeized with 


greater agonies of diſtreſs. than the firſt, and was alſo 
obliged to take to her bed; crying out ſhe was loſt ! 
ſhe was loſt! However it pleaſed the Lord after a 
while, that her ſpirit was ſomewhat eaſed by the 
goſpel cordial. Iwo more perſons who ſaw theſe 
ings, were alſo awakened to be uneaſy about their 
fouls; though not ſo violently as the others were. 
Thus, theſe four perſons, in conſequence of their 
ſpiritual convictions, were now very deſirous of hear- 
ing the goſpel! preached unto them: And according! 
I endeavoured to do it daily for ſome weeks: And 
bleſſed be God, my labour was not in vain; as I had 
the pleaſure of beholding that the Spirit of God ap- 
plied the word with power to their ſouls, ſo as to 
make them happy in Chriſt Jeſus, rejoicing in his 
holy Name. AL, | 
Though a great many people make their ſcoff and 


game at thoſe in whom the arrows of the Lord force 


to cry out (with the Jailor in the Acts) What 
«© ſhall we do to be ſaved?“ Yet I have generally 
obſerved, that till people are ſomewhat convinced of 
their loſt eſtate by nature, that they have but very 
little reliſh for the doctrine of a crucified Saviour. 
But when they are made ſenſible of their miſery, 


then they are glad to hear of Chriſt and of falvation 


by Him. Happy are they, who after they are ſo 
awakened, follow on till they obtain peace with 
God by ſeſus Chriſt. But alas! too, too many, 


ſtifle convictions, and drown them in the cares and 


pleaſures of this world, and become more hardened 
than ever. I have ſometimes ſeen melancholy 
inſtances of this. 

O Reader, conſider of theſe things! Haſt thou 
ever been truly awakened? and if fo, haſt thou heen 
converted alſo? Or haſt thou ſtifled theſe convic- 


tions, and run back into the way of the world that 
leadeth unto death? The time of awakening is 2 
very critical time: a time when ſatan and the world 
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will ſtrive hard to draw back the ſoul to its former 
ſtupidity : and carnal friends and relations, will alfo 


endeavour to perſuade ſuch perſons that they are 
mad- and deluded, and adviſe them to run into 


| worldly pleaſures and diverſions. By which means 


many are allured to turn their backs upon Chriſt 
and his goſpel, preferring the love of the world 
before the love of God. But again I ſay, bleſſed 
are all they who preſs on unto eternal life! Who 
(thro* grace) will not reſt until they reſt in Chriſt: 


who cries out unto ſuch „ Come unto me, all ye 


«© that are weary, and heavy laden, and I will give you 
*< reſt,” But leſt any ſhould think that Chriſt may 
call in vain, let me put my Readers in mind of a- 
nother ſentence which Chriſt ſpake, viz. All that 
the Father hath given Me, sHALL coME unto me, 
„ and he that cometh unto Me, I will in no wiſe 


« caſt out,” Therefore, O Reader, if thou art one 


of thoſe that thirſteſt after Chriſt, but findeſt thy in- 
ability to believe in Him, cry unto Him in the 
language of the Church—Draw me, and I will run 
after Thee. - Turn me, and I ſhall be turned. Let 
this be an argument (not for ſloth, but) for ſpiritual 
diligence, knowing that thy labour is not in vain in 
the Lord. 

As I obtained leave every ſummer, for ſome weeks 
abſence from my buſineſs in the Treaſury : So now 
in the year 1755, Providence opened a door for me 
to preach the goſpel in Norfolk: a County that 1 
was before an entire ſtranger to. But as my plan was 
to preach the SALVATION oF JESUS wherever 1 
could, I accepted an invitation into theſe parts, and 
accordingly came, and endeavoured to caſt my mite 
into the ſocieties which I found in this county and 
in the city of Norwich, and I perceived that among 
many, my teſtimony was received with joy. 

In my return to London, I viſited Cambridge, and 
preached there in a Diſſenting meeting: Some ap- 
proving, and ſome difapproving. Whilſt I was here, 


| made a good many remarks of what I ſaw in this 


I place. 
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better ſkilled in the 


than with THE TRUE Gop, and 


place. And amongſt other things, I was far from be- 
ing pleaſed with obſerving in Trinity College library, 
that on each fide of that ſpacious room, were placed 
on ſeveral columns, the heads (not of the prophets.or 
apoſtles, or men eminent for piety and religion, but) 
of the Heathen Pagan philoſophers, and Engliſh 
dramatic poets, &c. The generality of whoſe writ- 


ings, have a much greater tendency to debauch the 


mind, than to build it up in any Chriſtian know- 
ledge. And yet I fear too many are much better 
verſed in theſe kind of authors, than in thoſe ſacred 
authors, whoſe works were dictated by the divine 
and unerring Spirit of Truth. _ *- 
Though claſſical learning may make good ſcholars, 


yet ſure I am, that nothing but divine learning, from 


the ſpirit of God, can make good Chriſtians or 
good miniſters. And tho” I do not doubt but there 
are ſome of both, in the two Univerſities of Oxford 
and Cambridge, yet I muſt confeſs (from what lit- 
tle I have ſeen 1 them) that they are the laſt places 


where I would go in ſearch of true piety and godli- 
neſs, For where are there more riots and exceſles, 


quarrels and debaucheries, than what walk in open 
day in theſe places ? How many hopeful youths, that 
were before but half ſpoiled in publick ſchools, are 
here eſtabliſhed in vice and licentiouineſs, and grow 
rampant in all 5 and come away (very often) 

5 ophiſtry of the Heathens, than 
in the divinity of the Apoſtles More apt to invoke 
Apollo and the Muſes, than CHRIST Jesvs and 
the SpIRIT or Gop— And better acquainted with 
the fabulous gods and goddeſſes, and their vices, 
JEsus CHRIST 
HIS Sor, and the precepts of the goſpel. And yei 
ſuch is the blindneſs of many in this unthinking de- 
generate age, that let a man be ever ſo well ex- 
perienced in grace, and taught in the ſchool of divine 
wiſdom, * if he is not ſtuffed with the before- 
mentioned heatheniſh knowledge, and well read in 


Plato, Ariſtotle, &c, why then they think, he is by 
no 
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no means. fit for any ſacred or miniſterial employ. 
Such is the wiſdom of man ! Such are the rudiments 


of the world ! But ſuch 
Chriſt, For where do we 


are not the rudiments of 
find in ſcripture, that He 


ever ſent His diſciples or apoſtles to Pagan philoſophy 


He bid them go and tar 


to learn divinity ? He bid them ſearch the Scriptures. 


at Jeruſalem, till they 


were endued with power from on high: But no 


where ſends them to the Fe 


wiſh Rabbi's for learning, 


nor to the Greeks for wiſdom, For the apoſtle 
Paul aſſures us, that the preaching of Chriſt cruci- 
hed, is to the Jews a ſtumbling. block, and to the 
Greeks fooliſhneſs. I would not be thought fo 
mean as to ſpeak againſt human learning in its place. 
Arts and ſciences are exceeding uſeful in life. Ma- 
thematicks, geography, botany, &c. &c. are all 
neceſlary to the welfare of human occurrences. But 
when human ſcience uſurps the ſeat of the ſpirit of 


God, and pretends 30 fath 
as ſetting an ape in the thy 
ſtraw to fathom the ſea. 

In a word, as the ſun 


om Chriſt, 'tis as abſurd 
one of a king, or uſing a 


is only feen by its own 


light—So Chriſt Jeſus, THE SUN oF RiGHTEoOUs-: 


NESS, is only known by His 


own Spirit. And Hea- 


then philoſophy, or Pagan ſophiſtry, is of as little 
avail to diſcern the glory of Chriſt and His goſpel, 
as the lighting of a candle is to ſee the natural ſun” 


in the firmament. hs 2 
and happy thoſe people 


then are thoſe miniſters |! 
who are taught (in the 


Univerſity of Chriſt) by Him, who is the wiſdom 
and the power of God. Happy they, who have got 
that bleſſed Unction from the Holy One, that leadeth 
and guideth into all truth; and ſearcheth all things, 
yea the deep things of God. Though ſuch perſons 
are not approved of by the wiſdom of this world, 
yet they are approved of God, and of all God's 
people of every denomination. 1 

[ will conclude this digreſſion, and alſo the preſent 
chapter, by putting the Reader in mind of that wiſe 


council, which an inſpired 


12 


apoſtle gives us (con- 
cerning 
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cerning theſe things) in the following words: Be- da 
ware leſt any man ſpoil you through philoſophy PF 
* and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, at- Ih 
* ter the rudiments of the world, and not after loſt 


« Chriſt: For in him dwelleth all the fullnels of f * 
* the Godhead bodily. And ye are compleat in | 
«© Him, which is the head of all principality and 
% power.” Coloſſians, ii. 8, 9, 10. To Him be 
glory and honour; Amen, 


The wiſe, and mighty, chain'd in pride, 
Chriſt's Wiidom, and His Croſs, deride : 

But Jeſu's Babes His Goodneſs prove, 

And ſoar on wings of Faith and Love. 

To fuch, He loves to ſhew His Face, 

And all their Glory, is His Grace. 


_— 
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CHA FAV I 


An Account of an extraordinary Viſitation from the Lird 
while on the Road to NORwWICH. A Paper whic 
I wrote at the Inn at SUDBURY, whilft the Vijits- 
tion continued, Of the Author's relinquiſbing bi, 
Place at Court. Journey to the Univerſity of Ox- little 


FORD. Arrival at NORWICH ; and Conſolation 1. man! 
CHRIST, xotwithfanding many Hardſhips, Con- of it 
cluſion. what 


ROM Cambridge I returned to London, 1 2. 
where I remained about a twelvemonth, 
preaching as uſual, and though I met with many 
afflictions during that time, yet I had the pleaſure 0! 
ſeeing that my Miniſtry was not in vain in the Lord. 
On the 23d day of September 1756, I ſet out 
from London to go to Norwich: And I have abun- 
dant reaſon to remember that day, For as I rode 
along upon the road, (being alone) I had a wonder- 
ful diſcovery of my New Creation in Chriſt Jeſus, 

and of my INCORRUPTABLE Perfection Id HIM. 
was in ſome meaſure enabled by the Spirit of God, 
to put on THE NEW Max, who is the ſame moe 
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CORNELIUS CAT LET ror - 
day, to-day, and for ever. In conſequence of which, 
2 profound and folemn joy took poſſeſſion of my ſoul. 
The fin and poverty of my old nature ſeemed to be 
ioſt in the beauty of that NEw NATURE into which 
1 was now baptized: which NEW "NATURE ap- 
peared to me, to be the humanity of Chriſt Jeſus; 
of which all the perfection of Adam's nature before 
he fell, was but à figure or ſhadow. All the day, 


my ſoul was under the ſpiritual irradiations or 


ſhinings of this ſacred myſtery, and I taſted a joy 
that was unutterable, but full of glory. I now per- 
ceived much glory in that ſeripture. If any man 
« bein Chriſt, he is a new creature: Old things 
are paſt away, behold all things are become 
« new.” mT ! 

I would obſerve, that in this bleſſed ſtate of mind, 
I reached my inn at SUDBURY, half way to Nor- 
wich, about fix or ſeven o'clock in the evening. Af- 
ter ſupper, I got a pen and ink, and wrote the fol- 


lowing paper, in the full experience of the truth of 


every word contained in it, beyond what any lan- 
guage can Expreſs : nor did I find it left me for ſome 
hours after I went to bed. The glory of it, by 
little and little, went away in the ſame gradual 
manner in which it came. But the remembrance 
of it never left me ſince: being a felicity beyond 
what eye ever ſaw, or ear ever heard, or ever entered 
into the heart of man to conceive: _ 


wy IN dwelleth in the fleſh of a Chriſtian man, 
but it is his privilege to live by faith a real 
life in Chriſt, (above the fleſh) where dwelleth 
*© Righteouſneſs, even ſpiritual purity, For GRACE 
has given us in Chriſt, a compleat ſalvation from 
the fall. The old man was crueifted with Chriſt, 
that the new man might remain: This new Crea- 
tion of God, endureth and abideth for ever. It is 
the image of Jeſus, who is without change. This 
is the perfect man, in whom God is well pleaſed. 
And the myſtery of the new birth, is to be created 
* anew in Chriſt, Then the Soul is made partaker 
"BY * "ol 
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of a nature, that is without fin, or any poſſibility 
of fin; and this is the giſt of God's grace, which 
the Holy ſpirit reveals, and makes manifeſt to the 


foul; for it is only to be demonſtrated by the 


Holy Ghoſt. This is the ſpiritual man revealed 
in the heart; and then, Righteouſneſs triumphs 
over fin, Immutability over corruption, Light over 
darkneſs, mortality is ſwallowed up by Immor- 
tality, imperfection by Perfection, Life triumphs 
over death, and Eternity triumphs over time; 
Joy over ſorrow, Happineſs over miſery, and 
God appears a God of Love for ever and ever. 
This St. Paul meant when he ſaid, Put ye on 
the new man, where Chriſt is all and in all. To 
be united unto the Son of God, is to partake of 
His Life, Righteouſneſs, Purity, and holy Na- 
ture, none of which ſuffered any loſs by the fall of 
man. The natural man fell, but the Second Man 
never fell. And as we have borne the image of 
the earthy, we ſhall alſo bear the image of the 
heavenly : and this laſt endureth for ever. 

* The Holy Ghoſt, the comforter, reveals to a 
man his new creation in Chriſt, and then, he 


finds himſelf preſerved. in Chriſt, Chriſt is re- 


vealed in ſuch a man, as united to Him. So that 
a man finds himſelf a member of Chriſt's body, 
fleſh and bone, and one Spirit with Him: and 
he is enabled to appropriate the Holy Nature of 
Chriſt as his own; and whatever he diſcovers in 
Chriſt he diſcovers to be his own treaſure and ful- 


neſs, becauſe he is joint heir with Chriſt, of the 


perfection of His nature. For Chriſt took our 
nature into union with Himſelf, that he might 
leaven it with His own ſpiritual nature; who ſha] 
change our vile body, and faſhion it like unto His 
own glorious body, that we may be like Him as 
He is. For God hath predeſtinated us unto the 
adoption of ſons by Jeſus Chriſt unto. Himſelf, 


according to the good pleaſure of His Will, Hav- 


ing made known unto us the myſtery of His will ; 
b 


e ſhall be done away. 


CORNELIUS CAYLEY. 10g 
„by the which will we are ſanctified thro* the of- 
“ fering of the body of Jeſus once for all. 

„The Lord fays to a poor benighted child, 
** Ariſe, thine, for thy light is come, and the glory 
„of the Lord is riſen upon thee. This is the 
light of life, which repleniſhes the ſoul with all 
good things. When that which is perfect is 
come, then that which is in part is done away. 
<< The ſoul puts on perfect Righteouſneſs, incorrup- 
<< tably ſo. It puts on Eternal Life, and Perfection 
of Beauty. This LIGHT is ſown Ix the Righte- 


©. ous, ordained to rife in and upon their fouls. And 
„ though there are many things to cloud it, yet it 


* ſhall overcome by little and little, all obſtacles. 
* And then, Everlaſting Day ſhall remain, and night 
And the Righteous ſhall ſee 
<*« himſelf in the Image of the Son of God, and ſhall 
<« rejoice in his portion, and forrow and fighing thall 
* flee away. | 

„And the Ranſomed of the Lord ſhall* return 
„ unto Zion with ſongs, and Everlaſting Joy ſhall be 
„ upon their heads, and all tears ſhall be wiped 
* from their eyes. And the inhabitants of that 
« City, ſhall no more fay they are ſick, for their fin 
* and iniquity ſhall be remembered no more. The 
« miſts of nature ſhall be done away, and the 
<< New Man ſhall appear all-glorious. The King's 
< daughter is all-glorious within.“ 

I could much enlarge on this gracious diſpenſation 
to my ſoul, but at preſent I ſhall forbear doing it, 
becauſe I am very ſenſible that many ſincere Chriſ- 
tians cannot receive it: Yet I am perſuaded that the 


few hints I have here dropt, will be underſtood and 


reliſhed by ſome of my Chriſtian Readers : to whom 
it is given to know the myſteries of Chriſt's ſpiritual 

kingdom. To Him be glory and praiſe; Amen. 
The next day *Fc 
Norfolk, where I made ſome ſtay,” preaching in. 
various parts thereof; and found the goſpel ſo well 
received, that I frequently made excurſions from 
London into this county, till the year 1757, when 
| """ 
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I proceeded on my journey into 
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it pleaſed the Lord to call me to new trials for His 


name's ſake. - | rn 
As yet, I had no diſturbance as to my place in 
the Princeſs's treaſury. But now I found it was 


expected 1 ſhould lay aſide preaching; and accordingly 


I was beſet on all ſides, and all methods were uſed 
to prevail with me to forſake my miniſterial employ. 

But my conſcience would not let me conſent to any 
ſuch thing. Now I met with very fore afflictions, 


of which my giving up my place at Court was the 
leaſt. My ſoul had fainted, had not the Lord been 
my defence; but though I was forſaken on every 


ſide, yet He did not forſake me. I fhall not 
trouble the Reader with the particulars of my trials, 


only let it ſuffice to ſay, that they were of the 
ſharpeſt fort. As I found no quarter from the world, 


I fled to the Lord for refuge, and was reſolved to 
purſue my call to preach more than ever. 
Soon after this I left London, and took a freſh 
ramble, in which J vifited the Univerſity of Oxford. 
Concerning which I ſhall here fay the leſs, as the 
obſervations I have already made whilſt at Cam- 
bridge, may ſuffice for both. From Oxford I pro- 
ceeded through Warwickſhire and Staffordſhire, 
into Shropſhire, where I opened a new meeting at 
a place called Wem. After preaching about a fort- 


night in theſe parts, I came a-croſs the nation to Nor- 


wich, which I found a long and painful journey. 
After I had been at Norwich a-while, I was obliged 


once more to go to London, and there I found ſuch 


trials and afflictions, as if the malice of earth and 
hell was broke looſe againſt me. O the inveterate 
malice of the world againſt the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
From London, I came down again into Norfolk, 
in which county I have remained ever ſince, and 
moſtly in the city of Norwich, labouring to build 
fouls up in that ever- bleſſed Goſpel, which is the 
power of God unto falvation to all. that believe. And 
though in this city as well as in others, I have fuſ- 
tained many fharp trials, fatigues, toils, and diffi- 
eulties, yet my conſolation is, that I have endeavoured 


1 


conſeientiouſy 
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conſcu 
both t 
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conſcientiouſly to diſcharge my duty in the Miniſtry, 
both towards God and man; without either ſeeking 


or receiving any other wages than the pleaſure of-the 


work : being perſuaded that Chriſt Jeſus, the ever- 
watchtul Shepherd and Biſhop of my ſou}, will one 
day wipe all tears away from my eyes, and cauſe 
me to dwell in everlaſting joy. And though, in this 


world, 1 have met with great croſſes and reproaches, 


lying ſlanders, unjuſt calumnies, and falſe aſperſions; 
yet in the next world, theſe thorns will be changed 
into a glorious crown, which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


my Redeemer, will. beſtow on me for His name's 


fake. 
8 * 

jſeſus, Thou Balm of every woe, 
Of every grief the Cure; 

'T'is Thou alone who doſt beftow 
That Peace, 2 endure. 

With Mary at Thy bleſſed Feet, 

May 1 her Portion prove; 

And learn from thy own Mouth, moſt ſweet, 
The ſtory of Thy Love. | 

= III. 

With favour'd John, O may I lean. 

My head upon Thy Breaſt, 

And there (by Blood made white and clean) 

Enjoy Eternal Reſt. 


HUS, O Reader! I have given thee ſome 
| account of my ſpiritual experiences, from my 
intancy, until this preſent year 1758. And now, 
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as a ſtranger and pilgrim in this earthly vale of tears, 
am waiting for the ſecond coming of my gracious 


God and Saviour, in His appointed ſeaſon. In the 


mean while, I am endeavouring to approve myſelf 
as His Miniſter, << In patience, in afflictions, and 
diſtreſſes; through honour, and diſhonour ; 
„ through evil report, and good report; as un- 


„ known, and yet well known; as dying, and be- 
| „ hold 
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< hold I live; as chaſtened, and not killed; as 
5 ſorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 
* making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
<< poſſeſſing all things; perſecuted, but not forſaken : 
„ caſt down, but not deſtroyed.” 


Finally, Reader ! I pray the God of all Grace, to 


bleſs and ſanctify what thou haſt read to thy ſoul's 
profit. And if thou doſt receive any ſpiritual edifi- 
cation from the foregoing pages, give God the 
glory! and pray for me, that I may be enabled, 
more and more, to glorify His holy name both in 


my private and publick capacity. And if it ſhall 
pleaſe the Lord to ſpare my life, and give me His 


bleſſing, perhaps thou mayeſt fee in print ſome fur- 


ther works, which 1 hope may prove conſolatory to 


Zion's travellers, and redound to the glory of. that 


ESUS, who (though deſpiſed and rejected of men,) 


acknowledge as. my only SAVIOUR and RE- 


DEEMER ; upon whoſe precious Sin- atoning Blood, 


and perfect Law-fulfilling Righteouſneſs alone, all 


my hopes are founded, both in this world, and in- 
the world to come. To. Him the Eternal WORD, 


with the FATHER, and.the HOLY GHOST, as 


4 


and Glory, world without end; Amen. 
ws 
O blefſed Jesus! King of Kings, 
With Perfect Healing in Thy Wings, 
Cloudleſs, within my Soul Ariſe ! 
And be in me ch | Hm Prize. TY, 
Break forth, Thou Everlaſting Light, 
In full Refulgent Glory bright, 4 
And ſo deſtroy each covering vail, 
That TauTH, may evermore prevail. 
5 III. vg 

Yes, Lord, Thy Glory let me. ſee. 
Abſorb'd Therein O let me be, 
Conform'd, Compleat, Eternally, 
In Love's moſt facred Unity. 


TN 7 


one only True and Ever-living GOD, be all Honour 
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LIFE and EXPERIENCE 
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Cornelius Cayley, 


From the Year 175 8, to the pre- 
ſent Year 1778; 


; YE 1NC0 


A Fu RTUER ACCOUNT of ſeveral re- 
markable Particulars, relative both to his State as a 


CHRISTIAN, and his Employ as a MINISTER 


of the GOSPEL, 


Written by HIMSEL F. 


* I am crucified with Chriſt : nevertheleſs I live; yet not I, but 
« Chriſt liveth in me : and the Life which I now live in the 
ce Fleſh, I live by the Faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
ce and gave Himſelf for me, Gar, ii. 20. 


« Unto me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, is this Grace 
«« given, that I ſhould preach among the Gentiles the unſearch- 
* able Riches of Chriſt, Er u. iii 8 
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A Viſit into Yorkſhire, in the Year 1759. Preached at 
Leeds, in the French Language, to the French Pri- 
ſoners there. Return to London and Norwich in 
1760. Account of ſome Towns round Norwich. 
Some Particulars fb; late pious Miſs Jenny Cooper. 
Singular Event at Hingham. CITE, i 


S the moſt merciful and kind Providence of 
God my Saviour is pleaſed ſtill to continue 
me in my earthly pilgrimage, I ſhall proceed, in 
this third Edition of my Lite, to give the Reader 
a brief Relation of my courſe ſince the year 1758, 
(which finiſhes my laſt account) until this preſent 
year 1778. And that it my be to His Glory, and 
for the profit of every Reader, is my earneſt wiſh, 
and ſincere prayer. | | 
About Auguſt, in the year 1759, I left Norwich, 
on a viſit into Yorkſhire; and for the ſpace of three 
months lived at a houſe near Stanley Lane, a mile from 
Wakefield. During this ſeaſon, I excrcited myſelf in 
| K preaching 


e _ — 
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preaching the Goſpel, moſtly at Wakefield, except ba 

as at ſuch times when I vifited many neighbouring xo | 
towns; particularly at Leeds, where I preached oY 

ſometimes in Mr. Edwards's Chapel, and once there, * f 

in the French Language, to the French Priſoners, No 

which I ſuppoſe many at Leeds may remember. wy 

And a very comfortable time it was to my own ſoul, liſh 

finding as much enlargement of mind, and readineſs Ns 

in ſpeech, as ever I did in my native tongue. = 

At this ſeaſon! I was very intimate with the late ae 

Mr. Crookes, a Clergyman at Hunſlet, who uſed to Ka 

conduct me to Kippax, and many other country Co 

towns, encouraging my preaching as much as he \ 

could. Sometimes I alſo viſited Rotherham and 2 

Vork; alſo the late Mr. Ingham's Societies in Lan- Cog 

caſhire, and particularly at Jadcaſter, in this County, : k 

where I had uncommon ſatisfaction in preaching a F 

; among his people there. | Kos 

| After continuing to preach at Wakefield till the 8 

Chriſtmas following, 1 then went to London, to ſee 

f my religious friends there; and in January 1760, 5 

k returned back again to Norwich, where I continued pen 
f til] about Auguſt 1761. From thence I went again 

| | to London. Since that time I have never been m Nh 

[ Norfolk. For which reaſon, before I proceed in my "os 

| Narrative, I ſhall relate ſome few particulars at- 

| tending me whilſt I ſojourned at Norwich, which was E 

a (except on occaſional excurſions) about ſix years. "ae 

| It would be tedious to the Reader, was I to relate of i 

ö the continual perſecutions I went through in that * 

| place. The fury of the mob, ſet on by many who 958 

i ought to have known better, made me run frequent of 

hazards of my life. At the ſame time, the Lord all 

0 was pleaſed to own my miniſtry to great numbers, ani 

| and made all my troubles light, But I will paſs over * 

the particulars of theſe things. During my chief N 

reſidence at Norwich, I made frequent viſits to all the 1 

f neighbouring towns, particularly Hemnall, Forncett, os” 

x Claxton, Strumihaw, Hingham, Cromer, Yarmouth, five 


&c, &c. preaching the Blefled Goſpel to the poor, 
| with 


my *r buen tits, he SN. — %ĩ»˙“ rs w 
a 8 rn 
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with much Comfort and Conſolation, and alſo at- 
tended with many croſſes and perſecutions, as every 
true Miniſter of Chriſt muſt expect: for the Servant 
is not above his Maſter, 121 ade toes 

Amongſt my numerous Acquaintance whilſt at 
Norwich, I there came. acquainted with-the late-truly. 
amiable and pious Miſs Jenny Cooper,, whoſe pub- 
liſhed Life and Letters are known to many.. She then 
lived at Hingham, a Market-town about ten miles 
from Norwich, where I uſed frequently to preach, 
and where ſhe took pleaſure. to make up one of my 
Audience. Here let me obferve, that though Miſs 
Cooper, for conſcience fake, and by reaſon of ſome 
trouble from her family, went into a ſervice at Lon- 
don, and on that account commonly called Jenny 
Cooper; yet ſhe was in reality a beautiful genteel 


young Lady, liberally educated, of great delicacy, 


and enriched with very fine Talents ; wrote a pecu- 
liar beautiful hand, and miſtreſs of a ſtile exceeded 


by very few; as her printed Letters plainly demon- 


ſtrate. I was favoured a good while with her Epiſ- 
tolary Correſpondence, as well as with her frequent 
converſe, and her memory I fhall ever revere, hav- 


ing ſeldom met with a more amiable perſon either in 


natural or ſpiritual accompliſhments, and all theſe, 
cloathed with ſingular Humility. 7 
I cannot forbear relating in this place, a ſingular 
Event that happened one day when I was at Hing- 
ham, with Miſs Cooper. After having ſpent part 
of the day with her, at her own home, we went to- 
gether to a houſe, where I-was to preach about two 
o'clock. At that time there was a recruiting party 
of Soldiers in the town; and a plot was laid to brin 
all the Drummers to beat about the houſe where 
was to preach, to prevent me from being heard. 
A poor old pious woman, who heard of their deſign, 


quite ſpoiled their ſcheme, and out-plotted them in 


the following manner : She went to the Public-houſe 


where they were aſſembled, and fat down by the 


fire-ſide, without faying any thing. This woman 
ö K 2 was 
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was known by them all, as a conſtant hearer of alf 


* 


who came to preach. The Soldiers ſeeing her there, 
concluded to follow her when ſhe came away, 


 jadoing that would be the exact time. This was 


what the good old woman thought in her own mind ; 


and theretore, for the benefit of me and my con- 


gregation, ſhe ſaid in the houſe till ſhe knew I muft 
have done. Then ſhe ſtarts up and comes away to 


the Preaching-houſe, and the Soldiers and four or five 


Drummers along with her. Immediately they drew 
up in a line, and began to drum with great fury. 
Upon which I came out to them (having finiſhed 
my preaching, &c.) and told them, to their great 


confuſion, that it was too late, all was over. I could 


not help ſmiling to fee how chagrined they were at 
hearing this. Preſently they went away with vollies 
of oaths, &c. and I got rid of them. How eaſily 


does the Lord, by the meaneft iuftruments, ſre- 


quently overturn the plots of the ungodly againſt 
His cauſe and people. The Reader may eaſily ima- 
gine this little Event furniſhed Miſs Cooper and my- 
ſelf, ſubje&t-matter for edifying Converſation, as we 
drank tea together that afternoon. As to this pious 
young Lady, I ſhall ſpeak more of her in ſome fol- 
lowing part of my Narrative, and here conchude the 
preſent Chapter, 
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Anecdote of John Kemp. Hi/tery of a pious Lady 
who died at Norwich. Pulls a Leiter to Mr. 
Potter, 4 Clregyman, in Anſwer to @ Sermon of his 
againſt the Methodiſts. A Chriftmas Anthem. 
A MONGST my Acquaintance at Norwich, the 
moſt extraordinary perſon I met with, was a 
poor man whoſe name was Fohn Kemp. He had 
been the moſt notorious open finner in all the City. 


We * » _— OSS ka. ah 


Lt 4 


But the Lord was pleaſed, under the preaching, to- 
convince him of his dangerous eſtate. Upon which, 
(being 
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being an illiterate man, not able to read or write) 


e uſed to go into a pit upon Muſſel-Hill, near the 
town, and there he uſed to pray this ſhort prayer: G 
be merciful ts me 4 ſinner ! This he continued about 


three months, when it pleaſed God to reveal His 
Son Jeſus Chriſt to him; and after that he became 


one of the moſt pious exemplary Chriſtians that I 
ever knew in all my life. He died as he lived, re- 


joieing in the Lord, after ſeveral years fpent in con- 


tinual exemplificatiori of the mind and tempers of 


Jeſus Chriſt, to the aſtoniſhment of all people. 


Another of my intimates at Norwich, was a very 
amiable and pious married Lady, who was uncom- 
monly courageous in the Cauſe of Chriſt, Many times 


ſhe was covered with dirt by the mob, in going to hear 


the preaching of the Goſpel, which ſhe never minded 
at all. She was young, beautiful, and finely accom- - 
pliſhed. A great proficient in. Muſic, and ſung ex- 


ceeding well. Which ' talents the employed in the 


praiſe of her God and Saviour. She died whilſt I was 


at Norwich, and ſome remarkable particulars happened 
her alittle-before, which I think worth communicating 
to the Reader. One day I went to fee her, when ſhe 


was quite well in health. I found her in an extraor- - 
dinary heavenly frame of mind. She told me, the. 


was fo full of the Love of God, that ſhe could wil- 


lingly leave the World, her Huſband, and Children, 
to go to Chriſt. Her Huſband had juſt fmiſhed an 


elegant Houſe to live in. Upon ' which-.occaſicn ſhe 
faid, If God ſpares my Life, I have a-fine Habita- 


tron; but if not, I have a better Houſe in Heaven to 


go to. More of this Converſation paſſed between 


us, when T left her. That afternoon ſhe was taken 
ill, and in a day or two drew near death, which 
happened ſoon after. A little before ſhe died, ſne 
roſe up in bed, and ſung, in the moſt melodious 


manner, the following part of a verſe, viz. . 


From Care, and Sin, and Sorrow free, 
Give me, O Lord, to find in Thee, 
My Everlaſting Reſt. 
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Then ſhe laid down again, and preſently expired, 


leaving all about her in pleaſing furpriſe, as well 


as ſorrow. Her Hufband, who was very fond of 


her, felt as a man, and reſigned as a Chriſtian. 
When he buried her, he was defirous to erect a 
Monument to her Memory, and that her remark- 
able Words ſhould be recorded upon the Stone. 
Upon which, he deſired me to write her Epitaph, 


and fill up the Verſe ſo as to inform the World of 


its particulars. I did. And it is as follows: 
The lateſt Words which &er the ſpake, 


In tuneful Accents from her brake, 
And thus her Soul expreſt: 
% From Care, and Sin, and Sorrow free, 
«« Give me, O Lord, to find in Thee; 
« My Everlaſting Reſt!' * 2 


T his, with her name, age, &c. was engraven 
upon a ſtone, and put up in St. Giles's Church, at 
Norwich, where the was buried, and where it now 


remains. One more remarkable thing I have to 


mention about her was : The day I was with her, 


when ſhe ſickened, ſhe told me ſhe dreamed a few 


nights before, that ſhe was at the Meeting-houſe, 


in the Gallery, hearing a Sermon, when ſhe thought 


ſne ſaw an Angel fly round the Place, over the Peo- 
e's Heads, and eame to her, and tapped upon 
er ſhoulder, and then vaniſhed. She afked me 


what I thought of this dream. What I anſwered I 


forget: But I think the Event explained it very 
clearly. I doubt not but ſhe went te that Heaven 


unto which ſhe was. ſummoned. May every Reader 


give all Diligence to follow her There alſo. 

Before I left this City, I publithed a Letter in An- 
{wer to a Clergyman who printed a Sermon againſt 
the Methodiſts ; his name was Porter, I have reaſon 
to think the Lord was pleaſed to bleſs this little 
Piece of mine to many ; as the prejudices of ſeveral 
- the higher fort of People were much removed 

y it. | f | 
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In the year 1756, whilſt at Norwich, I alſo com- 
poſed and printed a CHRIST MAS AnTHEM, which 
was adapted to a fine piece of Cathethral Muſic, 


and ſung very well, and frequently, at the Tabernacle 
where I uſed to preach. I flatter myſelf it will not 


be diſagreeable to the Reader to have it in this [men 
It is as follows: 


AN A NN H E M. 


3 


The BIRTH of JESUS CHRIST. 


L 
HE Prophets to our Fathers ſ pake, 
; That Gop a Peace with Man would make.. 
By Grace inſpir'd, Iſaiah's Tongue 
Wes loos'd, and thus He ſw FOE ſung ; 


II. oP 
6 Behold : a Virgin ſhall conceive 
« A Ca1lD, who for our Woes ſhall grieve : 
„ The Mighty God, the Prince of & 
Shall cauſe our Sorrows ſoon to ceaſe. 


© © | 
he By Love conſtrain'd, Creation's Lon d, 
5 Shall take on Hiu our fleſh and blood; 
«© Who for our Sakes will quit His Sky, 
And in a Manger meekly lie. 3 
Hallelujah! 
Repeated thrice.] 

IV. 15 


Now the bright Morn at laſt appears, 


Which bids us lay aſide our fears; 
The promis'd CHILD is born a gebe 
Who came to take our ſins away. 


e n G UN 


Welcome to Earth the Laws of Gop! Single. 
to Ea—rth the LAM R of Gop, : Bull. 
to Ea—rth the Lams of Gop, © Hg 

With chearful hearts we too will ſing, . 


Hoſannahs to our Gon and KINO. 
| [ Repeated fix romes. | 
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The News to Shepherds firſt was told, 


To whom the Angels did unfold 


The gladſome Sound of JESU*s Birth, 
Who left His Throne to dwell on Earth. 


„ PP 
dee Heavenly Hoſts the Place ſurround ! 


How ſweet their Golden Harps reſound ! 


% To Gop, all Glory, Might, and Praiſe, 
« To Man, Forgiveneſs, Peace and Grace.” 


- Welcome to Earth, &c. 


| Vil. 
O. wond'rous Proof of Mercy Free, 
Which now in JESU's Face we ſee! 
Who came to waſh us from our Stains, 


By His own bloody Stripes and Pains. 


ſ 


— 


Welcome to Earth, &c. 


VIII. 
Come Saints and Angels, let's combine, 
With raptur'd Hearts, and Hymns divine; 
To ſhout aloud Immanuer's Fame; 
Triumphant in His Holy Name. 


FE ,, 
Let Heaven and Earth reſound- AMEN! 
Heaven and—Earth reſound—Amegnft 
Heaven and—Earth refound—Amevn ! 
Inceſſant ſing, inceſſant praiſe 
HIS boundleſs Love—HIS boundleſs Grace. 
= | Hallelujah ! 
Repeated jewen times. 


* OY 


- Welcome to Earth, | &c. 


. . 


The Doctrine of CHRIST's TmpuTED RIiGHTEOUS- 
NESS particulary exemplified in the remarkable Hij- 
tory of a Duaker near Norwich, 


W! I am giving ſome Account of my 


religious Acquaintance in theſe parts, I de- 


fire to add one more, which I cannot paſs over. 


It is that of a very extraordinary Quaker, who lived 


about 
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about ſeven miles from Norwich, and whoſe religious 
Hiſtory, 1 believe, may be very much for the edifi- 
cation of all my Readers to be acquainted with. 
This Perſon (his name 'TRUNDELL) had 
been for a long time eſteemed by all people, as well 
by his own Society as others, for being a very ſen- 
ſible man, and of a particular upright and good Con- 
verfation of Life. To the ſurpriſe of many perſons, 
he ſuddenly. became a ſtrong and warm Advocate for 


the Doctrine of JusTIF1caTION, by the TMPUTED © 


RIGHTEOUSNESS of JESUS CnrisT to all that 
believe. In conſequence of this, he took pleaſure in 
attending ſuch places where it was preached ; and 
particularly near his own. honſe. Among others, he 
attended my [miniſtry there, and prevailed with -me 
frequently to viſit him and his family; conſiſting of 
himſelf, wife, and ſeveral grown-up children. One 
day when I was with him, he was ſpeaking with great 
Joy of the before-mentioned Doctrine, and I learn- 
ed of him, by what means ſuch a change had been 
effected in his mind. Upon this occaſion he gave 
an Account, which I ſhall here relate to the Reader, 
as nearly and exactly as I can remember he did to me. 


I was (ſaid he) from very early years, convinc- 


„ ed of a Light in my Conſcience, prompting me 
e to Good, and checking me for Evil. I endea- 
% voured to obey this Inward Light; and by means 
© thereof, was preſerved from immoral deeds, and 
made to walk ſoberly, and regularly in my ac- 
tions. As I grew up in more advanced years, 
„ knew, faid he, this Light was the Law of God, 
„ which always required Obedience from me more 
„ and more, For a long while, this gave me the 
cc anſwer of a Good Conſcience, and made me very 
<«« eaſy; as I always endeavoured to do what-it con- 
c vinced me was my duty, both in doing Good, 
e and abſtaining from Evil. But, ſaid he, after I 
had gone on in this manner for ſeveral years, I 
«© came ta ſee the Law was Spiritual, and required 
a Perfection of Obedience, Inwardly and Out- 


wardly 
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* wardly too; and that unleſs I came up to the 
Standard of Perfect Obedience, I could not be 


c Tuſtified by it. Upon which, I laboured more 


© than ever to reach that mark: But inſtead of ſuc- 


© ceeding, I was brought into condemnation : For 
© I faw more and more how I fell ſhort, and that 
© the more I endeavoured, the more I was ſenſible 


I could not bring my heart to anſwer its Demand 
* of Perfect Purity. So that inſtead of attaining 
& Peace of Conſcience, I was by this Law convin- 
© ced that I was a loſt ſinner, under the Condem- 
© nation and Curſe of the Law; which ſays, Cur- 
& ſed is every one that continueth not in ALL THINGS 
& which are written in the book of the Law to do them, 
M Now (ſaid he) this brought me into very 
great diſtreſs, not knowing how I could get relief. 
& After ſome time ſpent in this ſorrow, from an at- 
© tentive reading in St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Ro- 
© mans, I obſerved that he ſpake of the Righteouſ- 
© neſs of God, which is by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt 
© unto, and upon all them that believe. From this 
© and feveral other paſſages I came to ſee, that it 


„was by the Imputation of the Obedience of Jeſus 


* Chriſt, that a ſinner was juſtified, through Faith 
© in the ſame. This (ſaid the Quaker) juſt fuited 
« my caſe, and I was made to ſubmit to it; and then 
I found Peace with God, through Jeſus Chriſt 
Land ever ſince, my-ſoul rejoices in this bleſſed 
* Truth; and draws me to yield obedience to the 
law with delight, now I fee JI am Juſtified by the 
«© Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt imputed to me. 
When (added. the Quaker) I had found this ex- 
© perience, I endeavoured to make our ſociety ſenſi- 
© ble of the fame; but witliout ſucceſs: For the 
did then, and ſtill much diſapprove of me; army 
cannot help that; I am obliged to abide by what I 
have learnt from God, concerning this only way 
of Juſtification by the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
*+* Chriſt imputed unto all that believe in.dim.” 
This, Reader, is the Subſtance of the Quaker's 
„ Relation; 
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Relation; and I think it is a noble teſtimony to the 
Goſpel, and a moſt excellent confirmation of that 
ſcripture, where it is faid, that the Law is a School- 
maſter to lead us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſ- 
tified by Faith ; and that Chriſt is the end of the Law 
for Righteouſneſs unto every one that believeth. 
Here is an Account drawn from Experience, and 
confirmed by feripture, that I think muſt convince . 
any one not wilfully ſhutting their eyes, that by the 
deeds of the Law no fleſh can be Juſtified. And on 
the other hand, that we are Juſtified freely by God's 
982 through the Redemption which is in Jeſus 

hriſt, | 

Let me further add concerning this Quaker, that 

his Life and converſation after this, adorned the 
Goſpel : Pious, honeſt, and ſober. Only he did not 
lay ſuch a ſtreſs as he did before, upon little trifles; 
alſo became chriſtianly chearful and eaſy in his con- 
verſation; quite free from the ſour leaven of the 
Phariſee, the conſtant attendant of ſelf-righteouſneſs. 
And though he ftill continued to uſe the Quaker's 
dreſs and ſpeech, and remained in the ſociety, yet he 
kept up a free intimacy with all that loved Chriſt, and 
-opened his doors to all who preached Salvation by the. 
Blood and Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. 

I have been the more particular in giving this Hiſ- 
tory, as I think it may be (through God's Bleſſing) 
of very great Benefit to all ſerious minds of every De- 
nomination. And I earneſtly entreat the Quakers 
im particular, to conſider, very 1 of this remar- 
kable Account; and accept it as well deſerving their 
deep attention; and as illuſtrating the true nature of 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, in the greateſt plainneſs 
and ſimplicity. _ Ts 1 

As long as I continued at Norwich, Which was 
till the year 1761, 1 always kept up my intimacy with 
this Quaker: whoſe ſober, godly and righteous Life 
and Converfation, not only endeared him to me, 
but to all his Acquaintance. And I do not doubt. 
but that if he is yet living, he ſtill goes on to believe 
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with the Heart unto Righteouſneſs, and with his 


Mouth to make Confeſſion thereof unto Salvation. 
That all my readers, as well as myſelf, may be of 
the happy number who do ſo likewiſe, is the earneſt 
and ſincere prayer of my heart. AMEN. 


Now Moſes muſt to Cari1sT give place: 
For we are Juſtify'd by Grace. . 
Tis by the Law we learn our fin: 

But Jesv's Blood alone makes clean. 


* — * — 2 


Er JV. 


— — d 


A remarkable Event which happened fo myſelf at 


Chedgrove. . 


\ TOW, my beloved Reader, I have almoſt done 
with my account of Norfolk ; but before I 
quite leave it, I will record here a very extraordinary 
occurrence which one day befel] myſelf. The par- 
ticulars take as follow. I was at this time at a vil- 
lage called Claxton, with a Farmer, a dear -and 
_ pious friend of mine; his name Mr. Samuel Smith, 
at whoſe houſe I frequently preached. One morning, 


I ſet out from his houſe to go to Beccles in Suffolk. 
Mr. Smith attended me a few miles; and I remem- - 


ber our converſation was very folemn and ſpiritual, 
When he left me, I continued to ride on alone, 
meditating upon heavenly things ; when I came to 
a village called Chedgrove. As I paſſed by the 
church, I obſerved upon the ſteeple a remarkably 
large ſtone croſs, which catched my eye only on ac- 
count of its bulk. As I looked at it, I fad to my- 
ſelf—<< a Croſs, a Croſs ; it was upon a Croſs Chriſt 
<« died for my fins.” Immediately, the Holy Spirit 
of God ſhone into my foul, and made me ſee as 
clear as the Sun in the Sky, that my ever-bleſſed 


Saviour and Redeemer, bore all my fins, (I fay, all 


my fins) in His own Body on the Croſs, and that by 
His precious Sufferings and Death, He had ſaved me 
from 


a” ,.- . 


» 


trom hell, and made my eternal Peace with God ; 
and that I was now the object of His unchangeable 
Love and Delight, Upon this, ſuch a Rapture of 
Peace and Joy overwhelmed my whole ſoul, as can- 
not poſſibly be expreſſed by any language whatever. 
This might be about Ten o' Clock in the forenoon. 
The Joy continued and encreaſed in me all day, and 


at night when I went to bed at Beccles it kept me long 
awake, and remained with me in my ſleep. I never 
had before, nor have J had ever ſince ſo remarkable 


a demonſtration of the Holy Ghoſt coneeraing full 
atonement made by Chriſt's Death for all my ſins. 
It was, as if J had ſeen it with my eyes, and opened 
Heaven itfelf in my inmoſt foul. Glory, Glory, be 


to Him for the fame. The next day, the brightneſs 


of this diſcovery gradually went away, but left me 


in great peace and tranquility of Spirit, Since that 


time I have paſſed through Chedgrove, and looked at 
the Stone Croſs, but without any particular impreſ- 
ſion, which teaches, that the Spirit of God blows 
when and where it liſteth; and that God can, when 
he pleaſes, make the ſmalleſt trifles an inſtrument of 
Good to the foal of man. Blefied are they who 
truſt in Him] And bleſſed be his Holy Name for the 
Gift of His dear Son, who was delivered for our 
offences, and raiſed again for our juſtification. 


Let others boaſt of merit vain 
I'Il gaze on Jeſu*s Face, 

And pondering well His death and pain, 
I'll boaſt alone of Grace. 


*** n 


Lend —_— 


SS i 4&4 PF, V. 
An extraordinary Anſwer 4% Prayer whilft at Norwich. 


Y) Efore I finiſh my account of Norfolk, I wil 
> relate a very remarkable return of prayer, which 
God moſt graciouſly afforded me. It was upon rhe 

following occation, , ; 
4 | ˖ 
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It was in the ſpring time of year, when I was at 
Norwich ; there happened to be at that time, a very 
long drought and want of rain, infomuch that every 
thing in the ground was withered and burnt up, and 
afforded a very melancholy proſpect, and the whole 
country was in diſtreſs on this account. One morn- 
ing I was taking a ſalutary walk upon Muſſel-Hill 
near the city, when I found a particular ſpirit of 


prayer come upon me, and was made to wreſtle 


with God for rain. I was drawn to confeſs before 
him the iniquity of mankind, as quite unworthy of 
any bleſſing, but at the ſame time pleaded hard the 
worth of Chriſt's ſufferings and righteouſneſs for the 
Children of men, and entreated God for the ſupe- 


rior merit thereof, to pardon their iniquity and to 
beſtow rain. I was moreover ſtrongly drawn to 


ſupplicate that he would draw them to repentance 
by. His goodneſs, rather than by judgments, and by 
giving rain to-let them ſee how merciful He was; 
after this, I was drawn to look down upon the 
parched ground, and to hold up its mute ſupplica- 
tion with uplifted eyes to God in earneſt prayer. 
Thus I was engaged a long while. At laſt, I had 
an inward affurance given me, that my prayer was 
heard for Chriſt's ſake, and that there would be 
very ſoon plenty of rain. I then went home where 
I lived, and told the people of the houſe there was 
much rain coming. They could not believe me: 
for the ſky was quite clear, and not the leaft ap- 


pearance of it, However about an hour or two after, - 


the ſky thickened, and it began to rain, and con- 
tinued to do ſo plentifully for two or three hours. 
Then the ſky cleared up again, and a ſcorching ſun 
followed. Upon this a Farmer, an intimate friend of 
mine, ſaid—that this rain would be of no ſervice, 
unleſs there was a great deal more: the ground was 
io very much parched, it hardly affected it. I re- 
buked him for his murmuring and told him there 
would be rain enough by and by: for my Faith was 
made ſtrong as a Rock. To make ſhort of the ſtory ; 


I think it was that forenoon or next morning, the 
clouds 
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all Believers eneouraged to pray. 
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clouds gathered again, the ſky thickened, the wind 
fell, and it began to rain very hard, and continued 
ſo without ceaſing for ſeven or eight hours together; 
ſo as to make the whole country ſwim ; this kind 
ſupply anſwered the pufpoſe ; every thing revived, 
and there followed great plenty. 
I have, my beloved Readers, been very circumſtan- 
tial in this account, that God may be glorified and 
Fe any one judge 
whether I could refrain from being overwhelmed 
with gratitude to God, and to praiſe him for ſuch a 
gracious anſwer of prayer to me, a poor unworthy 
creature, who has nothing to plead but His mercy in 


_ Chriſt Jeſus ; my prayer was His gift, and my Faith 


for rain was His gift, and you ſee, my beloved Rea- 
ders, what was the bleſſed conſequence of it. And 
more than this, I am perſuaded it was ſanctified to 
many people's ſouls ; for fo I was led to beg of God, 

that with the rain, He would alſo pour down Grace 
upon the people; that they might have a double 
bleſſing. I have thought this Occurrence too re- 
markable to paſs over in ſilence : of which (though 
I could enlarge) I will here fay no more, than only 
to defire the Reader to give God all the glory, to 
whom alone it is moſt due. And I pray God all 
may receive inſtruction, and encouragement from 
this ſingular inſtance of God's goodneis to me, 


whom He has bought with His own blood. 


Say, will a Father give his Son a ſcone, 
Who for ſome bread doth make his earneſt moan ? 
Or if a Fiſh he begs he may receive, 
Say, will his Father him a ſcorpion give; 
If ye being evil on a child beſtow, 
With ready mind all earthly goods below, 
How much more will your Heavenly Father then, 
Beſtow His Spirit on the ſons of men; 
Who afk this bleſſing with a humbled mind, 
Conſcious, without the ſpirit, they are blind. 


E 2 SILENCE. 
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TIAL, HOLY SILENCE ! ſource of reſt divine ! 


'The radiant * of eternal truth _ 
Then pour'd fu | 


- Was paid to HIM, on throne of white who ſat ; 


+ Wherein th' Eternal ſpeaks | Whoſe word diftills, 


Fternal Word—His own eſſential Word, 


* 
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Thy ſacred aweful charms th? enamour'd Muſe, 
With heart-felt joy, ſhall fing. In Thee repos d. 
A happy few, who walk in white, obtain : 
The ſolid 24 1 ſubſtantial peace. . 

Remote from ſin, and wrath, and poignant care, 
In thy cool vale ſerene, and fragrant ſhade, | 
The Sons of Wiſdom, ſkreen'd from hell's alarms, | 
Th' unerring voice of Truth attend. Oh, TRUTH! 
Thou balm of every wound ! Thou Perfect GOOD ! 
Thou Firſt and Laſt! Thou All of heavenly bliſs! 
In Silence Thou art known. Of life's fair tren 
Thou art the choiceſt fruit. What mental peace! 


What ſpotleſs joys! what unimagin'd reſt! ' 


Are found in Thy exhauſtleſs charming ſtores, © 

To fatiate myriads of immortal minds bo 
Beyond their utmoſt with. High-favour'd Joby, - 
When Seventh Seal was ope', with wonder markt 
That SILENCE was in „e But ah! what words 
Of men or angels bleſt, can e' er declare | 
What then was felt, in that celeſtial calm? - 


tides of beatiſic joy _ 
On all the raptur'd throng. True worſhip, then, 


Before whoſe face unveil'd, old Heav'n and Earth, 

With utmoſt ſpeed, did fly. Ah think, my foul, 

How far from Wiſdom's golden precepts err 

The noiſy crowd, who flight, with proud diſdain, 

The ſolemn joys which Inward Silence yields. 

Tis here the mind expands! the noble foul 

Familiar grows with pure celeſtial things; 

Which to its high deſcent, and boundleſs graſp 

Are all congenial, and which never cloy. 
Thrice welcome then, Thou pure Celeſtial Calm, 


(Soft as the gentle dew on tender flow'rs, 

In atoms fine, of cryſtal liquid pearl,) 7 

Jo chear the heart, 11705 7 mn ey e © 
Diſpenſes every good. As Night's black ſha N 
Before the riſing ſun ſubſides: As Spring Hure | 
Abſorbs pale Winter's ſhiv'ring cold: So GOD 


In Silence heard, all mental pain removes FEE 
And deeply thro? the raviſht mind proclaims, 3 
That his Great Name and Nature ALL IS LOVE, n 
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